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OF KlfVCStOK^ jAMAttA' 



Sir, 

irtONOURteD by your friendship, arid 
diftinguifhed by your voluntary and 
tiniblicited Patronage, it would ill become 
me, to negled this opportunity of paying you 
my tribute of* Gratitude^ and expreffin^ my 
warmeft acknowledgments for favours, ren- 
dered doubly obligatory by the maniiter of 
conferring them^ But the encouraging re- 
ception that the firft volume experienced at 

your 



ftr BfiDlCATlON. 

your hands^ and the high encomiums you 
i¥as 'l^lcAlco to bcftow on tt t yottf ^cfteral 
JSrudition i your veneration for our moft ho«^ 
ly. ReUgipn j . ^nd the high cfteem you are 
held ill by tHofe that have the kappinei^ Df 
knowing yoii> all point out the peculiar pro-*^ 
priety of infcribing a Work of this nature to 
yourName* 

Tii&t you may long Itvf^tObe.iiiJKHiour 
tnd an ornament to our Nation^ is the un^ 
feigned and ardent prayer of 

SIR, 

Your much obliged. 

And moft Obedient* 

^ * 



D, tEvL 



Or em Sit.eet 
Mile EnilNew ^own. 
Atigufi 19. 1796. 
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DISSERTATIONS 



o ar T H 1 



PROPHECIES. 



JL HE tenth prophecy commences Chap- 
ter liv. verfe i. and is continued to the end^ 
of the laft verfe of chapter Iv. 

The purport of this prophecy is, to com* 
fort the Jewifh nation, and prevent its def- 
pairin this long and dreadful captivity; and, 
under the image of a barren woman, who 
did not bear, and was defcrted by her buf^ 
band, the Prophet exhorts her to rejoice, 
and exprefs her Joy in the livelieft man- 
ner, on the reconciliation of her hufband, 
and the great increafe of her family; af- 
Vol. IL B furing 
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furing her that fhc fhall no more go inta 
captivity, &c. as will be feen in the ex- 
planation. 

In verfe ift. He fays," Shout for joy, O 
thou barren, that didft not bear ; break forth 
into Joyful /houting, and exult, thou that 
didft not travail : for more are the children 
of the defolate, than of the huibanded wo- 
man, faith the Lord •'* The barren woman 
denotes the Jewifh nation, which in cap- 
tivity, is as a,barren woman, deferted by her 
hufband^ and the hufbanded woman, de- 
notes the Gentiles, who enjoy plenty and 
peace^ in their own country, as a woman 
that lives at eafe with her hufband, and is 
furrounded by her children. Thus alfo the 
Pfalmift compares the nation in captivity^ 
to a barren woman *, ** He maketh the bar- 
ren woman to dwell in the midft of her 
houfehold, (and to be) the Joyful mother 
of children /* The Prophet verfe 2d. con- 
tinues, to purfue the figure. Saying," En- 
large the place of thy tent ; and let the ca- 
nopies of thy habitations be extended : fpare 
not ; lengthen thy cords, and firmly fix thy 
ftakes/' By this figurative expreffion, the 

• Pfalm cxiv. 9. 

Prophet 



ON THE PROPHECIES/ j 

Prophet informs us of two things; firft, 
the increafe of the nation, which is repre- 
fented, by the command of extending the 
canopy, and lengthening the cords, that they 
may have more room : and fecondly, the 
firmly eftabliflied ftate of the nation ; fo that 
they fhall no more go into captivity ; and 
which is ihewn by the firmly fixing th^ 
ftakes: for during the captivity, that the 
nation was bandied about, and driven from 
place to place, their tent of courfe, was ob- 
liged to be frequently removed; confequentfi- 
ly, the- ftdces could not be firmly fixed: 
but, as at the redemptibn, the ilation will be 
firmly eftaMitticd, and not to go into captivity 
more ; the ftakes of the tent, \vill then be 
firmly fixed. This, he farther illuftr^tes, 
by {hewing, what he meant by the en- 
largement of their habitations &c. verfe 3d, 
&c. ** For on the right hand, and on the 
left, thou (halt burft forth with increafe; 
and thy feed fhall inherit the nations ; and 
they (hall inhabit the defolate cities. Fear 
tiot, for thou (halt not be confounded; and 
I bluih not, for thou (halt not be brought tm 

f reproach: for thou (halt forget tjje (hame 

^ of thy youth | and the reproach of thy 

B 2 widowhood 
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4 DISSERTATIONS 

widowhood thou fhalt remember no more." 
Having thus fliewn in what manner, they 
fliall enlarge the tent by burfting forth on 
the right hand, and on the left : and which 
feems alfo to allude to what Ezekiel faid, 
that Jerufalem, and the temple &c, is to 
be much larger at the time of the refto* 
ration, than it was in the time of Solomon: 
and that they fhall inherit all the nations 
promifed to Abraham ♦ ; fo that the borders 
of the land will reach to Hamath, accor- 
ding to what the Prophet Zechariah fays -f, 
as Abarbanal obferves : and like wife infor* 
med us ihat they will no more go into 
captivity, au above mentioned ; and that 
they fhall forget the fins which they com- 
mitted in the land, before the captivity, 
which he calls the fhame of her youth; 
and alfo what they fuffered during the 
captivity, which he calls the reproach of 
her widowhood ; h^ proceeds to aflign the 
caufc of this great change, verfe 5th. " For 
thy hufband is thy maker; the Lord of 
Hofts is his name : and thy redeemer is 

the Holy One of Ifrael : the God of the 

* 

* The Kenites, Kennizzitesi and Kadmonites, »9 mentioned 
Vol. Ift. pa£e« II* 13. &c» f 2^ch. ix. 2. 

whole 
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whole earth (hall he be called." For during 
the captivity, other lords had dominion over 
thee, as already meri%)ned ; but at the re- 
ftoration, the blefled God who made thee, 
will be thine only Lord and hufband; and 
the confequence of this union will be, that 
thou wilt no more fin. Neither fhalt thoil 
be pcrfecuted as heretofore; for thy redeem- 
er, the holy One of Ifrael, tvill then be 
called the God of all the earth : becaufe, 
Qod will then turn the people to a pure 
language, that they may all call upon the 
name of the Lord : fo that he will then no 
longer be called the God of Ifrael only, but 
the God of all the earth : confdquently, no 
one will attempt any thing againft thee, on 
account of the difference of religious tenets 
and opinions, becaufe, they all will adore and 
worfliip the One true God only. 

In verfe 6th. the Prophet informs us, that 
the nation, at no time whatever, was to be 
confidered, as abfolutely caft off, and bereft 
of the immediate providence of God, as a 
woman whofe hufbaijd, was aftually de^d ; 
but only as a woman deeply afflided at the 
abfence of her hufband in foreign coun- 
tries i but who neverthelefs intends to return 

to 
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to her. " For as a woman forfaken, and deep- 
ly afflidted, hath the Lor d recalled thee : 
and as the youthful wife when thoa waft 
rejeded, faith thy God. " Hence, as I hive 
already obferved; it is plain that, the nation 
hath never been abfolutely caft off by God, 
and the gentiles taken in their ftead, at 
Chriftians in general aflert ; as may be clear- 
ly perceived from the different prophcciet 
cited in the courfe of the work. And in 
this mantier, the Prophet Jeremiah alfo ex* 
preflcs himfelf, (Lament, i .i. ) " How is (he 
become as a widow ! Not actually and 
abfolutely a widow, but only as one : as he' 
fays in another place ** For Ifracl is not 
widowed from hi^ God." ( Jerem. li. 5.) 
Whence it is manifeft, that the affertion 
of a late Writer *, that the old covenant 
was broken, and cancelled, is falie, and fu* 
tile ; and plainly {hews, that he either did 
rot, or would not underftand what the 
Prophet meant by the new covenant, as I 
fliall fhew at large, in the explanation of 
thatu prophecy : perhaps, he was fo en- 
tirely taken up with the chimerical fcherae, 
of the Millenium, (the futility and abfurd- 

• Winchcft«r. , 
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ity of which, I have already expofcd^ 
Vol. Ifk. page 130. 131. &c,) fighting againft 
the beaft and the falfe prophet : Satan and 
his rcbelHotts angels ; cafting them alto- 
gether headlong into the lake of fire and 
brimftooe ; and fo blinded by the clouds of 
fmoke iifuing from the dreadful confla- 
gration he had kindled, that he was inca- 
pable of feeing his way, even at noon day. 

The Prophet, vcrfe 7th. Shews, that the 
dreadfull mifery which they have experi- 
enced in captivity, can bear no comparifbn 
with the greatnefs of the happinefs which 
they (hall enjoy at their reftoration ; for, 
•^ In a fliort moment have 1 forfaken 
thee ; but with great mercies will I receive 
thee again : In little wrath I hid my face 
for a moment from thee; but with ever- 
lafting kindnefs will I have mercy on 
thee, faith the Lord thy redeemer ." Thus 
is the captivity compared to a fhort time, 
and little wrath ; but their happinefs is to 
be, as great mercies, and everlasting 
kindnefs ; which is a manifcft proof that they 
are not to go into captivity any more. 

The Prophet proceeds ; and to encourage 

the 
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the nation declares, that God had fworn 
to the performance of the promife: and 
alfo (hews, that although when in capti^ 
vity, they were forely afflidted, tofled about 
by the ftorm, and deftitute of confolation ^ 
yet, on their reftoration, they (hould enjoy 
the greateft happinefs and profperity both 
temporal and fpirituil, as in verfe 9th, &c. 
<* For this is as the waters of Noah to me; 
for as I have fworn that the waters of Noah, 
fliould no more pafs over the earth 3 fo 
have I fworn, that I will- not be wroth 
wi4h thee, nor rebuke thee. For the 
mountains fhall be removed ; and the hills 
ihall be overthrown ; but my kindnefs from 
thee fhall not be removed ; and the covenant 
of my peace fhall not be overthrown ; 
faith the Lord, who loveth . thee mofl 
afFedtionately. O thou afflided, beaten with 
the florm*, deflitute of confolation ! Behold 



* It is in fuch fublime and pathetic language, that the 
Prophet has given us an highly finiflied pidture, of the mifc- 
ry> and fufferiugs of J the nation, during this long and dread* 
full captivity, the like of which no nation ever fuffercd : for 
they have for almoft eighteen hundred years, been beaten by 
the ftorm, ^nd tofled ^bout from place to place, without find- 
ing left for the foles of their feet j as Mofes faid; ( Deut. 

xxviii. 
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I lay thy ftones in cement of vermilion, 
and thy foundations in Sapphires : and I 
will make pf rubies thy battlements ; and 
thy gates of carbuncles; and the whole 
circuit of thy walls fhall be of precious 
ftones. And all thy children (fhall be) 
taught by the Lord ; and great ((hall be) 
Vol. IL C th« 

m 
r 

xxvi'fi. 6$. ) they have been baniihed from place lo place^ 
from country to country. In many places they haye been ba- 
niihed and recalled^ and baniihed again ; and all this, without 
the leaft confolation ; without knowing the time when they. 
will be reftored ; ( and which ia a demonftration that the 
Prophet was not fpeaking of the Babyloniih captivity, for 
in that captivity they all knew that they were to be vifited at ^ 
the end of feventy years ; aether were they baniihed and 
bandied about from place to place in that captivity ; but du- 
ring the |>re(ent captivity, the banifhmenu, perfecutions> and 
siafTacres which they have fuiFered, are alrtioft innumerable^ 
and their hiftory abounds with litde elfe ; and they yet remain 
without confolation, as not knowing when their fufFeringt 
and mifery will end ) for though God has promiied to redeem 
them, yet, is the time not revealed to any. Thus, are the 
words of the Prophet fully accompliflied : and can any Deifi 
be fo hardy as to aflert that, the Prophet who was capable of 
foretelling events with fuch exadlnefs,' at fiich a diilance of 
time, (upwards oftwothoufand years) was but a mere Poet?. 
Is this like the performance of a Pott? The language I acknow- 
ledge, is highly poetical, but does it follow from thence, that 
Ifaiah was nothing more than a Poet ? a Poet properly ipeak- 
f ing is an inventor : an author oifictiou ; but prophecy is truth^ 

fterling truth ; as is manifeft from the truth of its accompliih* 
xncnt, in every partfcular. 
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the peace of thy children. In righteouf- 
nefs fhalt thou be eftablifhed ; thou fhalt 
be far from opprefTion; yea, -thou Ihalt 
not . fear it ; and from terror ; for it 
fhall not approach thee. '* In thefc ver- 
fes the Prophet not only clearly (hews 
the fplendour, magnificence, and felicity 
of their temporal flate, but clearly points 
out the happinefs of their fpiritual ftate : 
that they fhall all be taught of the Lord*^ 
be eftablifhed in righteoufnefs . &c. 

The Prophet having fhcwn that the na- 
tion fhall be firmly eftablifhed in righte- 
oufnefs, farther obferves that, they fhould 
not be afraid of the nations when leagued 
together againfl them; for although they 
fhall be thus gathered together, they will 
not be permitted to injure them; becaufe 
fuch afTembling will not be by God's com- 
mand as heretofore; they therefore, will 
not be able to prevail againft them ; verfe 
15th. &c." Behold, they fhall be leagued 
together, but not by me ; whofoever fhall be 
leagued againft thee, fhall fall for thy fake. 
Behold, I have created the fmith, who 
blowcth up the coals into a fire, and pro- 

♦ Tbufi feyi alfo tke Prophet Jeremiah. 

duceth 
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duceth inftruxnents according to his work ; 
and I, have created the deftroyer to lay 
wafte. Whatever weapon is formed againft 
thee, it fhall not profper ; and every tongue, 

that {hall contend with thee, thou fhalt 

• ■. 

convidt. This is the heritage of the Lord*8 
fervants'y and their j unification from me, 
faith the Lord/' 

The Prophet then proceeds to fliew the 
preeminence of the knowledge in the Law 
of God, above all other fpeculative know- 
ledge whatever, as it i$ that only, which 
leads to immortal and eternal life; Chap- 
ter Ivth. verfe ift. zd. &c." Ho I every one 
that thirftethp come ye to the waters ! and 
that hath no filver, come ye, buy, and eat ! 
Yea, come, buy ye without filver ; and 
without price, wine and milk. Wherefore 
da ye weigh out your filver for that which 
is no bread, and your labour, for that 
which will not fatisfy''?* 

Before we proceed to the explanation 
of this paflage, it is neccflary to make a few 
obfervations on the language made ufe of by 
the Prophet, as they will greatly tend to the 
illuftration of the fentence; and which, I 
ihall offer by way of objedions. Firft, as 

C 2^ to 
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to the expreflion, ** And he that hath no 
filver, come ye, buy, and eat." For if they 
Ivive no money how can they buy ? Second^ 
As he began with, ** Ho 1 every one that 
thirfteth, come ye to the waters." And did^ 
not fay any thing of food ; he,, in ftrlft pro- 
priety ought to have iaid. Buy,, and drink ^ 
not eat. Third, he farther fays. Come, buy 
ye without filver, and without price, wine 
and milk; but takes no notice of the water,, 
which was what he began the difcourfe 
with : neither does he delire them to buy 
bread, although he afterwards^ afks them» 
why they weigh their iilver for that which 
is not bread ? • However, we may from the 
whole, gather, that he compares . the Law 
of God, at one time to water, another time 
to wine, as alfb> to milk» and to bread : and 
which ought to be iatisfad:orily accounted 
for. Fourth, he farther obferves, ** Where- 
fore do ye weigh out your filver fbr that 
which is no bread ? " Sec Now» as he had 
before obferved, that thofe who had no fil- 
ver, fhould buy without money; it ieems 
flrange that he fhould afk them, why they 
weighed their filver fb unprofitably ? for if 
they have no filver, how can they v^cigh 
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it ? Bot the true ienfe of all this is, that 
the Pirophel conlidered the nation^ as con-» 
fifting of difFerent clafTes ; one of which it 
extremely hungry and thirfty ; not fw real 
j)read and water» but for the word of God . 
or the knowledge of his holy Law : al6 the 
Pfahnift fays,** My foul thirfteth for God/* * 
kc. He therefore addrtffes this clafs thus^ 
Ho ! ail ye that are thirfty &c. that is, al 
ye who thjrft for the Law» (hall then be 
folly iatisfied therewith : agreeable to what 
the Prophet Zech. fays ^ when defcribing 
the wide effuiicn of. divine knowledge from 
Jerikfalem, at the reftoration of the nation « 
** And it fhall comet to pafs^ in that day, living 
waters (hall go out from Jerufalem, " tic. 
For.at their reftoration, the whole earth will 
be inftruded in the true word of Go4 from 
thence ; as we find elfewhere, *' For from 
Zion (hall go forth the Law ; and the word 
of the Lord from Jerufalem. " (Ifai. ii. 3) 
He therefore fays to this clafs, come ye to the 
waters. 

As to the fecond clafs, who have ne fuch 
thirft : have no vehement defire* and whofe 
mind is not delighted with ftudy^ fuch as 

• Pfclm. Ku 3- t Zcch, xir. fiU 

the 
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the plodding mechanick, and the mafs, of 
bulk, of the common people, he emphfttical* 
ly made ufe of the Hebrew noun ^03 which 
denotes filver, or money in general ; and ij 
.derived from the verb ^DD * to defire ; from 
the great defire, mankind in general, have to 
poflefs it. Hence, the ftudy of the great won» 
ders of nature, &c, is frequently expreffed in 
Hebrew by the word ^DD which denotes de-^ 
fire : from the curiofity excised in mankind^ 
and th? great defire implanted in them, to 
enquire into the caufes of thofe great won- 
ders : whence alfo, the fpeculative fciences 
are called Philofophy, and thofe who ftudy 
them Philofophers ; i. e. defirers, or lovers 
of wifdom. The Prophet therefore, fays to, 
them that have no defire to ftudy &c. Ya 
that have no filver, come, buy, and eat ; for^ 
although ye are not inclined to learn and ftu-« 
dy, yet would I advife you to be inftru<5led 
in the law, that ye may then eat ; may reap 
the benefit thereof : and, as to his repeating 
the expreflion. Come, buy ye without filver; 
and without price, wine and milkj it was to 
(hew that, the ftudy of the law not only in- 
ftruds us in the due performance of the pre- 

* S<« Lingua Sacra Radk. AQ^ 

cepts. 
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ccpts, which may be called eatings or focxi ; 

bat alfo enables us to comprehend thofe 

great and divine truths^ contained therein ; 

and is therefore very properly compared to 
. wine^ and milk^ as being rich delicacies ; 
/ much fuperior to the common food of man* 

■ 

kind. He theu addreiTes the third clafs, which 
are the Philofophers, and fays. Wherefore 
do ye Xveigh out youF filver for that which 
is not bread ? and your labour for that which 
will not iatisfy ? ** Wherefore do ye thus 
weary youffelves in thefe ipeculative fcien- 
ces ? Wherefore do ye thus weigh your fil- 
ver ? for by the weighing of the filver^ he 
pointed to Philoibphy ; beCaufe it is by 
weighing of reafons and arguments, that it 
attempts to find out truth : Why therefore 
do ye thus weary yourfelves in this kind of 
reafoning, fince it does not contain that true 
food for the foul, which the law of God does ; 
for that is ;the real heavenly bread, and divine 
I food. Moreover, all the labour and pains 

that ye take in thefe refearches, will not fa- 
tisfy : for the foul reds not fatisfied and ^ 
contented, with the* ftudy of Phyfics ; be* 
caufe, there^is always fome doubt remaining 
behind ; fomf Jproblem not clearly folved. 

Hence, 
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Hence, we frequently find one fet of Phi- 
lofophers contradi(ft another, and maintain 
principles diametrically oppofite to each o« 
ther, as i^ fully verified between the opin- 
ions of the anckats and the moderns f and 
which is the rcafon that, the fludy d[ Fhy- 
£cs cannot afiFord, that full and. true &&i^Q^ 
lion, that the fure word of Prophecy doea ; he 
therefore made u& 6iF tl;p exprefiioa, " And 
your kbour for that which will not J&J^f* 
fy . " And, as that is the cafe, I would adviio 
you, fays be, to, ** Attend, and hearken on* 
to me ; and eat that which is truly good '' i 
obferve the due performance of the precepts ; 
for that is the true heavenly food, that is 
really good : and, beiug thoroughly inftruc* 
ted in the knowledge of the true faith in 
God, " Your foul fhall then feaft itfelf with 
the richeft delicacies, V Thus, he compares 
the knowledge of the true faith, to the rich 
delicacies of milk and wine, which he had 

before obfervcd they w^ere to buy with- 
out price; and which really is above all 

price. 

Having thus fliewn the happinefs which 
thofc who diligently ftudy the word of God 
are to enjoy ia thi|i ilatc ; he proceeds to in- 
form 
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form us, that, exclufivc of all this, they fliall 
•lib obtain eternal life ; as in verfe 3d.^* In- 
cline your ear, and come unto me ; attend, 
and your foul (hall live. " This, is the im-* 
mor(al ftate which they are to enjoy after 
death in this world. And as this is promifed 
as the reward of their faith in the word, and 
pFomifes of God, he fays, ** And I will make 
with you an cverlafting covenant ; I will give 
you the gracious promifes made to David, 
wh^h never fliall ifail. '' Ye fliall enjoy the 
covenant of everlafting life ; becaufe ye went 
fteady in the true faith, as was David, as thi^ 
Pfalmift fays, ( Pfalm^ Ixxxix. 2- ) *' I will 
fing of the mercies of the Lord for evert 
with my mouth will I make known thy faith- 
fulnefs to all men. " He alfo gives us another 
reafon, why he mentioned David, verfe 4th. 
" Behold, for a witnefs to the peoples I have 
; given him ; a leader, and commander to the 

\: * nations. '" He was a witnefs to all nations of 
the truth of God's promifes ; and as a com- 
mander, led them to the truth, by the num- 
ber of Pfalms and hymns that he had com- 
pofed in honour of the true God. 

The Prophet then addrefles the nation, 
verfe 5 th. ** Behold, the nation, lirhcm thou 
Vol. II. D kAewefl: 
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kneweft not^ thou (halt call ; and the nation 
who knew not thee^ fhall run unto thee, for 
the fake of the Lord thy God; and for th« 
Holy One of Ifrael, for he hath glorified 
; thee. '' That even the nations whom Ifrael 

*. never knew, as alfo thofe who never knew 

Ifrael, Ihall all run to them to be intruded 
in the true word of God, when Ifrael ihall be 
glorified, for their fteady faith in the gloria.- 
ous promifes tif God ; and which will all then 
be fully accomplifhed. When therefore, the 
nations will hear of all this, they will all run 
to Ifrael to feek their God, arid the Holy One 
of Ifrael, whofe word and promiiie is eternal 
truth* 

The Prophet now proceeds to explain the 

parabolic language he made nfe of above, 

when he faid. Ho ! every one that thirfteth, 

come ye to the waters ! And that hath no lil^ 

ver, come ye buy, and eat, &c, &c. by telling 

them what he meant by coming to the wa» 

ters, viz, that they (hould feek the Lord, as 

in verfe 6th,** Seek ye the Lord, while he 

^ may be found ; call ye upon him while he is 

near at hand. " He farther explains, what he 

meant by the expreffion, *' Wherefore do ye 

' weigh out your filver for that which is flb 

bread " ? i 



r 
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bread " ? For that falfe philofopl^, which 
leads men to fcepticifai» and to doubt the 
truth of divine revelation ; and which he 
juftly calls the unrighteous man's thoughts ; 
as in verfe 7th. " Let the wicked forfake his 
way» and the unrighteous man his thoughts > 
and let him return unto the Lord^ for he 
will receive him with compaffion ; and unto 
our Qod^ for he aboundeth in forgivenefs. *' 
Here I may iay, the Prophet has not only gi-« 
Yen, us an exad: defcription of that falie phi-« 
lofophy taught by the Heathens^ but alfo an 
highly fbiihed one of the modern philofb^ip 
pher$;i(lic|;ias Bolingbroke, Hurne^ Voltaire^ 
Hobbs &c. who denied Providence^ and 
laughed at Revelation. Thefe are the wis^s of 
tKe wicked, and the thoughts of the unrigh«> 
te(His> who by the pernicious tenets, which 
tlu^ inculcated in their writings, have been 
the ruin of many ; for ignorant youth being- 
deceived by thpk fophiilry, fancy themfelv^s 
to be philofophers, as ibon as they become 
unbeljievers. 3ut^ Alas ! the knowledge of 
tbefe philofpphers, is as much beneath that 
of true philofophy, as all fpeculative know- 
ledge is beneath the ftudy of the word of 
^odj as the Prophet forcibly observes verie 

D 2 8th- 
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8 th. *' For my thoughts arc not your 
thoughts ; neithei' are your ways my ways, 
faith the Lord. For as the heavens are high- 
er than the earth ; £o are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. *' By this comparifon, the Prophet 
meant not only to point out the great inferi- 
ority of the one to the other, as is the im- 
menfe diftance of heaven from the earth ; but 
alfo to £hew that, the thoughts of man in all 
his purfuits of philofophy, together with all 
his experiments and refearches, are alt confi-* 
ned to the earthy i.e. to matter: but the 
word of God raifes us up to heavenly 
thoughts, to thofe that are fpiritual. Hence 
the preeminence of the latter over the for- 
mer, is clear to demonftratioii. 

The Prophet then proceeds to fliew that 
the word of God, is as eiFeftivc and bencfi-. 
cial to thofe who ftudy it, as the rain that 
comcth down from heaven ; verfe lo. iii 
•^ For like a$ the rain defcendeth, and the 
fnow from the heavens ; and thither it doth 
not return; but moifteneth the earth, and 
maketh it generate, and fpring forth '• that 
it may give feed to the fewer, and bread to 
the eater : fo (hall be the word, that goeth / 

fortk 
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forth from my mouth 5 it fhall not return 
unto me frultlefs ; but it (halt efiedt what I 
have willed -, and make the purpofe fucceed, 
for which I have fent it. *' And this, will dl 
be efTeded, when the nation fhall joyfully 
return to the holy land, from their captivitj 
among the nations, as is plain from the 
words of the Prophet, who, by images high- 
ly poetical, exprefles the happy ftate, atten* 
ded with joy and exultation, which they art 
then to enjoy, verfe 12. " Surely with joj 
fhall ye go forth, and with peace fhall ye be 
led onward : the mountains and the hills 
(hall burfl forth bdFore you into fong : and 
all the trees of the field fhall clap their 
hands. '* Then alfb fhall thofe who have en« 
tertained erroneous principles* become per- 
fe<a in faith 5 and thofe that were wicked^ 
fhall become righteous, verfe 1 3. "Inflead of 
the thorny bufhes fhall grow up the fir-trcci 
and inflead of the bramble fhall grow up the 
I myrtle ; and it fhall be for a memorial to the 

Lord ; for an everlafling fign, which fhall 
not be abolifhed. " The entire fubmiflion of 
all nations to the faith and worfhip of the 
One true God, will be for his honour and 
glory, and an everlafling fign of his mighty 

power i 
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power; and which fign will never be abolifli- 
«d: becaufc, after the appearance of the Mef- 
fiah, and the reftoration of the nation, there 
will never be any falling off from the true 
worfliip of God* Hence, it is no^nifeft that 
this prophecy, with all the great and glorious 
promifes that it contains, defcribing the hap- 
py and exalted flate of the nation, both tem- 
poral and fpiritual, after their reftoration by 
the Mefliah, hiath never yet been fulfilled ; 
not at their return from Babylon \ and much 
Icfs in the time of Jcfus ; and which is a de-^ 
ropnftration that he could not be the Mef- 
fiah ; for the Loed hath fworn to' the ac- 
compliflimeht of thefe promifes, ( See chap, 
liv. 9* ) and declares that his words fhall not 
return fruitlefsj (chap. Iv. ii. ) confequent- 
ly, they remain: to be fulfilled at the reftora- 
tion of the nation, by the true Mefliah. 

The eleventh prophecy, commences chapi- 
ter the Ixth* verfe ift. and is continued 
to the end of the 9th verfe of chapter 

Ixi. 

Before we proceed, it will be neceflary to 
prcmife, that this prophecy may be confider^ 
cd as commencing chapter lixtb. verfe ift. 
*' Behold the hand of the Lord is not con- 

trafted. 
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tradted^ fo that he cannot fave ; neither; is his 
car grown dull, fo that he cannot hear. '' By 
this introdudllon» the Prophet intended to 
poitkt out to us^ the caufe of the length of 
this dreadful captivity ; that it is all owing 
to the wkkednefs and tranfgrefiions of th? 
nation i and therefore, God would not hear 
them I but if they were to feek him in fince- 
rity and truth, he would certainly anfwer 
tthem ; for his hand is not contra<3:ed, nor 
his ear dull. &c. as he fays, yerfe» 2d. ^^ But 
your iniquities have made a feparation be- 
tween you and your God; and your fins have 
hidden his face from you, that he doth not 
hear *fc '* He thus proceeds verfcs 2. 3. &c. 
Jn verfe 15th. he fays, ^^ And truth faileth ; 
and he that fhunneth evil, is accounted as a 
iool'fi and the Lord {kw it, and it difpleafed 

him, 

* Thi», is the real caufe of this long and dreadful captivi- 
ty : for if they were to repent of their fins, and amend their 
Uves, they woald inftantly be redeemed, as I have Ihewn 
eVewhere : ( See my Letters to Dr Priedley iii anfwer to his 
Letters to the Jews part i. page 102. ) but there is fo liccle 
true religion among them, and they think fo little of their 
future redemption, as fcarcely to give themfelves any con- 
cern about the prophecies, which foretell that important e< 
vent : nay, numbers of them hardly believe a fyllable of thoib 
prophecies, or of Revelation in general* 

f. Or. Expofcth himfclf to be plundered. 
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him, that there was no Judgement." By the 
expreffion, ** And truth faileth, '' the Pro- 
phet meant to exprefs two things : viz, firft, 
that truth was nearly lofl: in the world : j. e. 
the true faith in God, is loft in the world in 
general; through the falfe, corrupt, and er- 
roneous religious dodrines promulgated 
throughout the world, by the founders of the 
different religions^ that at prefent overfpread 
this globe : and, fccondly, that the truth 
which is the Law that he gave to Mofes, was 
alio nearly loft in the nation, owing to the 
pernicious deiftical opinions, which they 
kave imbibed, from the writings of the mo- 
dern philofophers, which give a licence to 
tlieir pl^fures, and enable tHem to lead a 
voluptuous life, free from all reftraint. Hence, 
may be deduced that irreverence towards 
Gbd's worfhip, and the want of true religion, 
at prefent fo prevalent among thofe of the na- 
tion, who think thcmfelves wifer than the 
reft of mankind, and pride themfelves on 
their philofophical knowledge, that has en- 
lightened their minds, and freed them from 
the ihackles of fupcrftition, as they are pleaf- 
ed to call the word of God ; but this, is a 
maniftft proof of the truth of prophecy, and 

that 
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that, the time of .dieii' tedisteption. is dmWlng 
nigh : as the Prophet faye^ Yfcrfe i6jth. "cAwi 
.he faw^ that there wa$ noinfin $ and he Mrcm- 
deicd, that there was no interpcfTor,. ". Th^t 
there v^as no omi among; the nation, that had 
{o firm faith in the truth. of thieproj^eciea^ 
a6 ferioufly to confider, the pf omiie ma<fe to 
them coiiditianally, that they fhoald^Ar;^/^ 
^d be redeemed ) and^ confequently to::&and 
4n the breach, and m^ke inteFcefiibn tor the 
.Supreme^ fay lifting, pnr^er, and a fincere re*- 
^htance,^ for the redemption of the natioAf. 
jBdt,; when! all this ilaail oome tcr paifs^ ** Then 
im owh arm 'wrought iaivution for him i 
j^ifA I^ia , |;ig^t^Qjifn<|, Jt, f»jjppr;tf4 hin^d^' 
iHis attribute of righteotifnefs, will induce him 
thus to aA towards the nation, according to 
the promise he: had made^ that he would re^ 
deelm thenii ^fter they had received the fu^ 
ibcafurc of the. punifliment due to their 
crimes^ although th^ (hould ndt repent : 
and whiiih fo pctfedfcly agrees with what Md- . 
fes, and Ezekicl fay, as I nave ihewn at large 
ill the .^planation of the prophetic Poem of 
Mofts; ( See, Vol. Ift. page. 59. 60. 6i. 62. 
&c. ) And, as the falvatioh of the natiori will 
comprehend two things, viz. the punifliment 
Vol II» E of 
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of the enemki ;0f the Jevf$, and the deliver- 

anbe' of the nation ; the Pro{^et takes notice 

of bothi verfe lyth* (cq. ** And he pot on 

righteoufnefs/ as a brea^ plate ; and the hd- 

'4Q(ier<^^falvation nptm his head ; and he put 

4m the garmrnt of vengeance for clothing j 

^srd he clad ihimfelf with zeal^ as with a 8iai>- 

tk. According to the recompenies ; '' That 

is, iccorcHng to the recompenfe which he 

idieady liad heRQwcd on Fhzfioh, and San- 

«ec^%aiib, &c. whohad persecuted the nation: 

.^ So will he requite .wriith to Jife adveriaries^ 

iecompenfe to his eriensies ;' to the iilands a 

recompenfe will he rcq^e . ♦ *' For thefc two 

3 ^i^bs, are what the H^ew Grammarians 

f •' • . ' ' 

*: ,Thjii U tSc r«id fenee of the exprdiicti O/Oi VVS 

Uyp!i T^p •'^pcording jto the. true intent and meaning of the 
prophecy , but lyhich has been the canfe of much trouble t# 
Bifhop towth, ^ho not icing abk to enter into the true 
:f]^int of thef Language, its iiKom and phrafaology, much left 
ofthefcrna s^ndmanAcr of the Prophet, notwithftanding alj 
tiie pompous language he hat made ufe of, to make us believe 
that he was perffeaiy acquainted therewith, ( Sec his prelimi^ 
nary Diffcrtation on Ifai. &c# ) has miferably perverted the 
text, in att^ji)pting to make it read ^J^a inftead of the twe 
reading of ^^3 the abfurdity of which, together with^he whole 
of hfs wretched fyftem of correfting the prefent printed text 

by 
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0^ X^^DinS c^pJb badin^on % i. c. caph of fi- 
militude; and thus it is freq^eni^^. p^edk S^ 
ffpecially by tfiis Prophcc^( Chap. %xh.2^ ) 

<* And it Qa.z\\ be, a? with tJic.PCPplc* fo witl; 
th^prieft^afi with the fcrva^^, fa i^ith-htf 
maft^r ^ as with the handmaid, fo witli her 
iniftrcfsj, &c. Whcathus underftoo^,^ l^MtQi;*^ 
preflion wJill appear plain aod int^Uegible^ 
veithout any forced c<H\ftr(i(9;iony^,fhe tpf* 
Jtivinef of the tejjt j as tiie Prophet** .i^^bqn^n 
y9Z9 %a}flX(>vv^\xi.%h»X^ Qodhad i^aret^ore 
puniA^ed thoie who had oppreoibd the TeMss$« 
(b would he punifh (hoie who had periecmted 
them, in this Iqng and dreadfijll captivity : he 
therefore iaid*" wrath tdhh adY^rlaricfi:'* 

, "" ; I t • !' ';. '/Triri.'I) '.• '// ^'.-Ji ^^^r 
by msup^^foriftfi l^^cl to,^h|cb, Dr BJayney in hit j^tffi Tran£- 
htionof Jeremiali, and l!)r. Newcombe» Arcli Biffaop of Ar« 
amgjb inr hit Tranilatioai of lEzeldeV s^d the Miobr Trdphttt; 
alfo clofekyadhera^ mltbe {iillycofifidereA in a- fiimce Putn 
Hc^tion^ dpdicat^ encireljf tathat p0rpofc»:ai alreac^ rnqn 
tioned ; ( vol ift. page 175* Note ) at will alfo Kennicott^i' 
foolUh and ridiculoui fchemc : nay, I will not fcmple to call 
k frgfitMi, at wcU at fitli^, oormcfaflanding the high bOni^ 
ba&ical encoiniiups befipwed on it by the- f\utbors of th^ 
JVIrwand morUal T^anlUtiontt See Preliminary Difcourfei o£ 
Lowth, Bhoey &c. * 



• See alfo inlSBces ctf tfut in 1 Kiflg« 12. 4* and^ 
Kiof 3* 7- 
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wliich^ den6tes th6 Romans, who' deitroyed 




firftV^^ fecond.fempies; y^ liC requite 

them m fuQh a, mannej', foi; the corrupt and 
peryerie tenets, wnlch tAey hdd'; ahd their 
m deeds, ir 

e^.^tfieyfro^^ 
nafne oTthe Lord ; andthW from. the rifing 
or the ^un, ftis gloiy : , when he mall come 




narrow fca, where theTury of the tempeft, 
fiidcfeM aliVe> thi Mi' t(?War^' th^ ih6re, 

is fiot -cbe calb^-here . tiiereis ^ea tooiiA $ ib)r. 
f heh the Vdffel iiri'aV 'ri^e out thfe ; ftoiitoi ind" 

itrbcriwitkijllie- nations, and they< wil],.by t^oi 
iriaOis b^ ablii to vv'ii^^ocfF, or efcipe the com-! 
mg calamity. 
. Ilavi^g ill this ,niai;iner, dcfcribed the pu- 

• Heb. A wind of the Load* 

mihnient 
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niflimcntof the nations, he proceeds to fpeak 
of the redemption of Ifrael ; veife 20, '• And 
the Redeemer fhall come to Zion ; and to 
thoft that return from tranfgreflion in Jacob> 
feith the Lord. " By the exprcffion, And 
the Redeemer fhall come to Zion ; the Pro- 
^ct meant thofe, that through all their fuf- 
ferings and perfecutions, made open profefli- 
on of their faiths and were always known by 
the name of Je ws: an^d by thofe that return from 
tranfgreffion ; he' meant fuch as had apofta- 
tizedy through fear of perfecution, but fe- 
crctly in their hearts, adhered to th^ truth : > 
for thefe, are really the tranfgreflbrs in Ja- 
cob * J but who will neverthelefs, be gather- 
ed 

♦ Not as BSfliop Lowrth has trartflatcd it, «* And Ihall turn 
'away iriiquity from Jacob, " by tniferablf mangling and tor- 
turing '&e tejLt, to make k read ts St. Paul cites it in Ro- 
mans II. i6- ThiS| may properly be termed the aciommida^ 
ttttg fyftem ; and which has been carried to a great length by 
Ci^briitian Writers, as I (hall (hew at Targe in a future publica* 
tibn, already noticed in this work ; I fhall therefore, only ob- 
firve at prefent, that another Chrifttan, alibtranilates it thus : 
f^ee a New Tranflation of Ifaiah by a Layman ) and who goes 
^rther than the Bifliopi by reading /rews Zion, infteadof /• 
iihn ; and feems furprifed that the Bifhop did not fee the ne- 
, cefiity of cortc6^ing the firft part of the verfe, as well as the 
iBlid of it, io that it might be mon cw/ormMe to tlie Apoftle's 

citation ;' 
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cd to the nation at the time of the reden;qj^> 
tion, as mentioned Volume J ft, p^go ju, 

The Prophet then proceeds to inform u& 
that, the covenant which God had made with, 
them, and the prophecies delivered by the 
Prophet, fhould neyqr depart from them* f^ 
as to become .nqU,a,nd. void i but ^11 furely- 
be accomplished; verfe, 21, ";As'for me,.this! 
is my covenant with> them faith the LoiiD^; 
ray fpirit, which is. upop fhee, an^ my^ 

; ) words. 

citation; butif thefelrarned Critickshad been thorougBfy ac, 
quainted with the idi«Hn of the language, and aflfd fairly and 
honeftly, they would not haW&en any neceffity for coriwa^ 
«ig either the one part, or the other, anymore dian the 
Tranflator$ of the common reading did : for they have very 
properly exprelTed the fcnfe of the Hebrew. «' And unto them 
that turn from tranfgreffion ia JacoU " And to which, Eufe- 
bius agrees ; although, it ii tO;befuppofed, that if the text had 
been corrupted, he had for better means of difcovering it 
than the prefent tranflators. ~ Note, The Lay TranOatt)r. ha.* 
made another pretty alteration, (all in the accommodating 
ftyle) m verfe zi. where he ceads, « when I fhall take away 
their fxns » j but which i, not to be found in the Hebrew 
This he acknowledges in his Note on the place ; I ftall give 
« mhis own words without any comment, and leave it to the 
candid reader, to form what opinion he pleafes on the fubjeft. 
Thefe words feem to be loft from the Heb. and Lxx, They 
are m Rom. 1 1. ,7. joined with the former part of this rerfe, 
and ftand there as a pirC of the citation". 
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lYordSy which I have put in thy mouth ; they 
fhall not depart from thy mouth, nor from 
the mouth of thy feed, nor from the mouth 
of thy feed's feed, faith the Lord ; from 
henceforth for ever. '* Thus are. we aiTured 
that the Law of Mofes» which is the cove^ 
nant God made with the nation^ as alfo the 
prophecies delivered by the mouth of th? 
Prophets^ ihall never depirt from the nation^ 
but remain as an everlafling witnefs of their 
future reftoration ; and, as this was an abfb- 
hite promife, withput any condition annexed 
to it ; he immediately begins to publifh the 
good tidings of the flouriOiing ilate of the 
nation, as the confequence of that glorious 
promife. Chapter Lxth, vcrfe ift. " Arife, 
be thou enlightened ; for thy light is comq ; 
And the glory of the Lord is rifen upon 
thee. '^ The firft part of this verfe, denotes 
the redemption and falvation of the nation ; 
and the latter part, the return of the divine 
prfcfence among themi as aforetime in the tern? 
pie, &c. 

In verfe 2d, be compares the calamity and 
afllidtion of the nations, to darknels ; and the 
falvation of Ifrael, to the glory of the Lord, 
that will then abide among them ; and men;. 

tions 
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tions the calamity firft, becaufc, the pua^- 
ment,^ of thofe who perfecutcd the Jews, will 
precede their redemptioiii *^ For behold> dark- 
nefs fhall cover the earth ; and thick darkneis 
the nations : but upon thee (hall the Lord a- 
rife : and his glory upon thee fhall be con- 
fpicuous. '* 

In verfe 3d. &c/ he informs us that, tte 
confequence of this will be, that the nations 
will all flow to them, in order to be inftfufted 
in the Law of the true God ; as the Prophet 
has faid elfewher^, ( Chap, ii. 3. ) ^* And ma- 
ny peoples fhall go, and fliall fay : Come y^, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord ^ 
to the houfe of the God of Jacob ; and hfe 
will teach us of his ways, ** &c. He alfo in* 
forms us, that not only the nations would 
pome, but their kiiigs likcwife; And farther 
tells them that, when they fhall fee all thefe 
gathered together they will be afraid ,• as think- 
ing that they are aflembled to war againfl, and 
opprefs them ; and therefore they will fear j 
but when they find that the nations, are comn 
to do homage to them, their fear, will' be 
turned to Joy ; and which accounts for the 
different terms made ufe of by the Prbphet, 
as will be fcen prefently, *' And the nations 

fhall 
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ifaall walk in thy light ; and kings In the 
brightnefs of thy riling. Lift up thine eyes 
Toiind about, and fee ; all of them arc gather* 
cd together, they come unto thee 5 thy fons 
fhall come from afar; and thy daughters 
ihall be carried at the fide * . Then (halt thou 
fear, ahd overflow witb Joy ; and thy heart 
ihall be ruffled, and dilated; becaufe the rich- 
es of the fea fhall be poured in upon thee j 
and the wealth of the nations (hall come un- 
to thee. An inundation of camels (hall co« 
ver thee 5 the dromedaries of Midian jmd E- 
pha ; all of ihcm from Sheba (hall come ; 
gold and frankincenfe (hall they bear ; and 
the praifes. of the Lord (hall they declare. 
AH iht flocks of Kedar (hall be gathered un- 
to thee ; the raitis of Nebaioth (hall minider 
imto thee : they (hall afcend with acceptance 
on mine altar ; and my beauteous houie I 
will glorify. '* 

In verfe 8th. &c. he fpeaks of the return 
of the nation to the land of promife ; and 
compares the fveiftncfs of their coming, to 
the return of the doves to the dove-cot ; far 
then their flight is more rapid^ than when 
they fet out, on account of their hafte to re- 

* Thii alludes to the cxprcffion of Mofes Nunotb. lu 12^ 

Vol II. F tura 
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turn to their young : thus will the natioa 
come fwiftly from the moft diflant parts. 
*' Who are thefe that fly like a cloud ? and as 
the doves to their windows ? Verily the dif- 
tant coafts (hall wait for me ; and the (hips 
of Tarfhifh among the firft : to bring thy fons 
from afar; their filverand their gold with 
them : becaufe of the name of the Lord' thy 
God} and of the Holy One of Ifcaei : for 
he hath glorified thee. And the fons of the 
ftranger ihall build up thy walls y*' -For, as 
their anceftors deftroyed them, thfey are^now 
to build them up again : " And their kings 
fliall minifter unto thee : for in iiiy wrath I 
ftnote thee; but in my favour I will love 
thee with the moft tender affedtiiwi. And thy 
gates (hall be open continually; by day, or bf 
night, they fliall not be (hut; to bring unto 
thee the wealth of the nations: and theur 
kings (hall be attended with guides * . For 
that nation, and that kingdom which will 
not f^rve thee, (hall peri(h ; yea, thoie nations 
(hall be utterly defolated. " And, as in the 
days of Solomon, Hyram king of Tyrefur.- 
ni(hed him with all forts of coftly wo6d, for 
the building of the temple ; fo. will the na- 

^ Ta guide tbofe that come from far difian^t countries* -* 

> 
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tions in the latter days, bring every rich and 
coftly wood, to build and adorn the fandtua- 
ry, as he fays verfe 13th, ** The glory of 
Lebanon fball come unto thee ; the fir-tree, 
the pine, and the box together : to adorn the 
place of my fandtuary ; and I will glorify the 
place, whereon I reft my feet. " In verfe 14th, 
he afTures us, that when all thofe nations 
Ihall come to Jerufalem, they will not come 
in pride and arrogance, but in a low^ hum- 
ble, and fubmiflive manner. *' And the fons 
of thine oppreflbrs (hall come bending before 
thee ; and all thofe that defpifefi thee, ihall 
do obeifance to the foles of thy feet : and they 
fhall call thee, the city of the Lord : the Zi- 
•n of the Holy One of Ifrael. *' By the ex- 
preffion in the latter ^art of the verfe, the 
Prophet informs us, that the nations will not 
come and proflrate themfelves thus to them, 
on account of their great power, but for the 
fan<9:ity and holinefs of the Divinity that will 
then be in the midfl of them : and which is 
a demonftration that this prophecy was not 
fulfilled at their return from Babylon ; for 
then, the Aflyrians and Babylonians, who had 
dcftroyed their kingdom, vexed and oppreiTed 
them; did not come to bow, and do obeifance 

F 2 to 
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to thein^ as is clear from all hiftory both £l« 
cred and profane : it therefore remains to be 
fulfilled at the redemption of the nation from 
the prefent captivity. 

He then fhews that, not only their pre- 
sent miierabie ftate, will be changed to a moft 
exalted one; but their ruined country, emer* 
ging from its obfcurity,^ will become equaUj 
great and glorious ; verfe 15th. ^* Inflead of 
thy beiqg forfaken^ and hated, fo that ua one 
pailed through thee; I will make tfaeeaa 
everlafting excellency ; a fubjed: of Joy for 
perpetual generations. " 

The Prophet farther informs us» that a$ 
the nation during this long and di^^dful cap*^ 
tivity,. had been continually robbed and plunT 
dered of its property, by the difl^rent na-^ 
tions under whoie dcMcninion they livied^ aa 
hiftory clearly proves ; it fluould then be the 
reverie j verfe i6*/* And thou jthalt fi>ck the 
milk of this nations ; and be delighted witk 
the riches of kings : and thou fhalt knowj. 
that I the Lorp am thy faviour; and that 
thy redeemer is the Mighty One of Jacob. '* 
Thus, will all the nations know that thi& 
great change, will not be owing to any na* 
tural caufc, but wDl be purely fupernaturaL 

HC: 
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He th^n zffntcs us verfe 17th, that the 
fpoil of the nations, will be fo great, that in- 
ftead of the brafs and iron, which they de- . 

prived them of during the captivity &c. they 
will bring them gold and filver in return. ** In- 
ftead of brafs, 1 will bring gold ; and inftead 
of iron, I will bring filver ; and inflead of 
wood, brafs ; and inilead of ftones, iron* And 
I will make thine infpedor peace ; and thine 
cx^Qj)r righteoufnefs. '* For their enemies 
plundered them in war and captivity ; but 
with them, it will be quite the reyerfe ; for 
their infpei^ors and exadors will be peace 
and righteoufnefs ; that is, thiey will pofTefs 
all this riches ip peace and righteoufnefs ; be- 
caufe, the nations will of their own accord, 
bring it in a friiendly and peaceable manner : 
for as he fays, verfe 18th, ** Violence (hall 
00 more be heard in thy land ; deflrudtion 
and calafnity, in thy borders : but thou (halt 
call thy walls falvation; and thy gates praife."^ 
In all their gates, there will be nothing 
heard but praife to the Almighty, for thelc 
great bleilings. And, as he at the commence- 
ment of the prophecy, had compared the 
captivity to darknefs, and the redemption to 
light: he obferves verfe 19th. *' No longer 

(halt 
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{halt thou have the fun for light by day ; nor 
the brightnefs of the moon to enlighten thec; 
for the Lord (hall be to thee an everlafting 
light, and thy God (hall be thy glory. Thy 
fun (hall no more go down 5 neither (hall thy 
moon wane : for the Lord (hall be thine e- 
vcrlafting light ; and the days of thy mourn- 
ing (hall be ended- ** This (hews, that after 
their redemption from this captivity, their 
kingdom and government is not to be deftroy- 
cd any more. And, that they may be worthy 
of fuch a great bleffing, he informs us, vcrfe 
2 1 ft, " And thy people (hall be all righte- 
ous : '* For at the time of the redemption, 
God will refine them, as the Prophet fays *, 
•^ And I will refine them as filver is refined, 
and will try them as gold is tried. " So that 
all that (hall be left will be righteous; as the 
Prophet Ifaiah fays elfewhere, (Chap. iv. 3. ) 
** And it (hall come to pafs, whofoever is left 
in Zion, and that rem^ineth in Jerufalem, 
holy (hall he be called. '' Therefore, " Shall 
they for ever po(rcfs the land : " That all the 
world may know, that the nation is, ** The 
cion of my planting, the work of my hands, 
that Imay be glorified. '* And, although du- 

• ZJech. 13. 9« 

ring 
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riiig this captivity, they have been reduced t6 
a very fmall number ; yet, will they fo increafc 
after their redemption, that, ** The little one 
(Hall become a thoufahd ; and the fmall one 
a ftrong nation. " The little tribe will be a 
thoufand times as numerous as it is at pre- 
lent, &c. The Prophet then informs us that, 
this will be in its appointed time, as he fays, 
** I the Lord in due time will haften it. " 
When the appointed time of their redemption 
fhall come, the Almighty will haften its ac- 
complifhment ; for as the Prophet knew 
that the captivity was to continue fuch a 
length of time ; he exhorted them, not to 
defpair on that account ; for as foon as the 
period arrived, God would by no means de- 
lay it, but on the contrary would affuredly 
haften it« 

The Prophet having thus delivered the 
promife and aflurance of the redemption of 
the nation, in the moft clear, and explicit 
manner, obferves thus of himfelf. Chapter 
Ixi. I. &c. ** The fpirit of the Lord is upon 
me, becaufe the Lord hath anointed me. *' 
That is, he was inftrudled to fpeak more* 
largely and clearly of the falvation, and re- 
demption of the nation, than any of the 

othqr 
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Other Prophets, becaufe the Lord had 
anointed him in an efpecial manner^ " To 
publifh glad tidings to the meek ; he hath 
fent me to bind up the broken hearted. "* 
This ii an exadt defcription of the nation in 
this captivity; for they have patiently borne 
innumerable perfecutions without refent- 
ment, the confequencc of which is, that they 
are broken hearted : the Prophet therefore 6b-^ 
fcrves, that hi^ miffion was, to prophecy of 
the appointed time of the rcdempticMi and fal- 
vation of the nation, and the punifhnient of 
their enemies : ** To proclaim freedom Co 
the captives i and to the bounderi perffed !!• 
berty * : To proclairli the year of acceptance 
with the Lord ; "afid the day of vengeance 
of our Obd. To comfort all thofe that 
mourn ; To apply it to the mourners of Zi* 
on, to give them a beiutifttl ( crown ) in- 
ilead of afhes ; the oil of gladnefs inftead q£ 
Ibrrow ; the garment of praife inflead of hea- 
vinefs ; that they xiiif Idc called oaks of 
righteoufnefs, the plantation of the Lord, 
that he may be glorified, *' He alfo inform* 
us, that he was appointed, to prophecy the 

• In Heb. n1p*np3 Properly denotes, tJ^i opining of 

theprifyn. 
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^dkiildiBg of their ancient ruins ; theitflou-, 
lifbing and exalted flate ; and the fubmifficm 
of the nations to them, verfe, 4th. 6tc. ^^And^ 
they iball build up tliH^ ruins of old times ; 
they ihali reftore the ancient defolations ; 
they (hall repair the cities laid waftej tho 
defolations of continued ages. And ftrangers 
ihall fiand up and feed your flocks ; and the 
fons of the alien ihall be your hufbandmen 
and vine^dreiTers. But ye ihall be called the 
prieils of the Lo&D ; the minijlers of our 
God» ihall be your title. " Ye ihall not then 

■ 

be engaged in fuch Services ; but in the me« 
ditation of the Law of God» and in his fer« . 
yy:e» as pricft^ j and being thus at leifure* and 
^^g^ ui the fervice of God^ ^^ Ye (hall 

» 

eat the riches of the nations ; arid in theh* 
glory ihall ye make your boafl. Inilead of 
your ihgrne^ ye ihall receive a double inher!'* 
tance 5 and of your ignominy, ye ihall rejoice 
in their portion : for in their land a double 
( ihare } ihall ye itiherit i and everlafti^g 
Joy fl^all ye poflcf$« For I the Lord love 
Judgoxient ; ( and") hate robbery ( even ) for 
a' burnt offering ^ : and I will give them ( thtt 
Vol JL G , reward) 

• Thus the Prophcj Malachi faysj^ And yc bring tkM * 
^lljfj^ is itolcD, " &;. Chap, u 13. ^ 
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iwraird ) of their work, with feitHfulneft^ and 
201 e^erlai^ing covenant will I make with 
l^h : and thdr feed fhall be illuftriott$ a^ 
iM>nig the nations $ and their offspring, in 
the midft of the peoples': all th^ that fee 
lliem ihall acknowledge them, that they aro 
t ieed, which the Lord hath bleiTed* '* 
' • From the explanation here given of thi« 
prophecy, the following principlea are obn«t 
ou^* ' l^irft, That God will take vengeance 
l^thd^ifFerent nations^ for the cruelty which 
they eteercifed towards thfclltftipn^ daring this 
long aitil drdadful captivity. Second, all the 
tribes of the na^n will he^ih^4iK0ff^»^ 
|rc^ the eail and the Wtll; ^» t^ iieari 
Thirds the difierent natieiia 6i4i€t^Pth w£tt 
be fut^^ea to Ifrael, and the woi^lif^tif iht 
true God; when thy will all dotaje, and fetiiig 
an offtring to the houfe of the Lord* Now; 
as none of thcfe important events took ,placfc 
at their return from Babylon, as is clear from 
all hiftofy, botli facred and pfcrfane : and, as 
it is equally clear that, they were not accom- 
plifhed in the time, nor in the perfon of J^^ 
fus ; it is matiifeft that, he could not be the 
'Metfiah ; and that tbefe great and glorious 
j)romiifi8i remain yqt to be fulfilled in the lat^ 
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ter timesy when tl)e» true Mefiiah will cotnc, 
to redeem the nation. 

• * * 

The twelfth prophecy I comixic^es verfe 
iotb» of this chapter J, and i$.cQ^Uifuq^t%d^ 
end of verfe 6th, <»f chapter hciii: /.; V.^ 
; Before we proceed to the exphuiaUon* oJ^ 
•iWjr:prophe€y, it \f ncceffary, for the bet|efi 
tind^iii^inding of the fame, to obferve that, 
thfc Prophet having in the preceding pro- 
p^pX^fropbefiedrcfv thel6itiire Adenlpfidfii 
and fitiVttlori of tHe'natlbii,; arid thepuni/hi 

Wfiii:^ \hc nft!i9?s.ltM oppwflcd them* anfl 
that. God' hrfd ii»a- peeuHv tB4nn«-» madei 
d«Mdr6fftfm,Wii^6phe^ijn this ; he intf o*; 

thanks: -to tHe - 'Lomo^ = and re|biioiii§i fot th» 

^t KockfAus frottiii^ t6 th?m jMi^rhicljif 

^rt cJtdlairtea it^:/» twill grca^ iie)bie<iriif 
tljeL4>i^VD5)^'4«^WV«wHi» W God, F^ 
he hath dothed m* with- the gan»en» of 
felvatfoh i ' he fcath covered infe ^ith the; 
n;k^UQX?f rightcojifoeis ; ?i§ tbie ]iriaegroQm 
jlec)cetli Wmftlf wiAia ( prieftkjr)) lice f & 

. . . . , . - * . 1 I • 

• This 13 in allufion to the magnificent drcfs ©if ft« His^l 

Pri^* 
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an4 as the bride adorneth herfelf withhcf 
Jewels. *' 

The prophet having thus fpoken of the 
redemption and falvation of the nation ; points' 
pat to us in beautiful figurative language, the 
manner of their redemption : vcrfe i ith. 
^ For as the earth pufheth forth her tender 

fhoots ; 

Meft frfien otkismttg i efpecially the mhrei or cffvsfi; gSt6 
£xod« 29. 6. ) But it is almoft iqipoffiUe to give tbe. Pro-* 
phet*s metaphor its full forceio aopther language. And I 
am atfo of opitiion that, the ptefent TranflatiQa of the ^tter 
j9«npf( the verfe, thoni^ agreeaWe totlic opinion <4 thi 
Commeat^t^rs in general, (the Ifparoifid ^i^ria^^ixiufef^ 
4oe$npt contain the real fen(ec»f the Prophet's expieffion: 
fer it does «ot properly fignify; ^at they fhould be dcckerf 
aad ^doned at k bnXlnrp9VBi a^ ^ biide : bm that the Su^ 
piem^ ijfho^ was to dothe. t^ic pa^ioQ m^ the garioeau c^ 
^klVatioD, &c, ^nd lyhofe relation to th^ naUon> is as that of 
tJie bndegroom ttrthcbride ; ( as isrtear from thai beautiful 
dfegoricall |afiorar^aeoi# of SgHtmon, the Song of ^Songs ; 
i|rbere|ia the ^hoiceft cpuloorpg. of hiiig}ia|g^ and all the 
elegance and variety of the oioft fek<^ imagery^he defcribea 
1^ conjugal union of God with the Jewilh Church; Whence* 
it is^^hat the iacted wfiters cMipare the nation*! eomnittiog 
idobtry, Uf a vonaaofi being gJ^Uy ol adpltipf^ to hpr titithand^ 
This relation, the Prophet has alfo fet iorth in chaptef Iviieh. 
irerfe jth. •* Andas the brfdegroom rejoiccth in hir bride,' 
A fliall thy God rejoice m thee* '^ ) fliould in qfuality of 
bfid^oom, mitlifler , i. e. prepare the tire for the bridei 
to adorn herfelf therewith, as a b>ide does l^erfcJf wit|| 
l^r Jewels, 
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(hoots ; and as a garden maj^th her feed to 
germinate; fo fhall the Lord God caufc 
righteoufbefs to ipring forth ; and praifcj in 
the prefenceof all the* nations. " By the im« 
age of representing the earth as pufhtng forth 
her ihoots &c. the Prophet has inimitably 
ihewn the ftate of the nation in thi& capti«' 
vityy prior to the redemption : for as the feed 
does not germinate till after its corruption; 
fo will it be with the nation ; that is, when 
by being fi> ' long in captivity, as almoft to 
defpair of their redemption ; expe^ng no- 
ting die but to be fwallowed up, and loft 
among the naticms ; then, will God caule 
righteoufnefs to fpring forth for them. Sec. 
And, as there is a certain appointed time for« 
the ^rmmation of the ieed, fi> will God 
caafe their redemption to take place in its ap* 
pointed ^ime. 

The Prophet then proceeds to inform us, 
^t on two accounts, God will come to the 
falvatlDA of the nation : firft, on account of 
the land, which at prefent is in the hands of 
their enemies : and which, perfe^ly agrees 
with what MoTes fays, ( Levit. xxiv. 42. ) 
*^ And the land will I alfo remember. " fe- 
iiond, for the fake of the nation, his people, 

and 
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i^ticHis, ai}d ^ave'fi^^ed the crueU^ft Qp. 
pref^qpc* and pi^^atioo^: Qbwpt. lif^. 
xwft I ft. •♦ For Ziw's ifc I wiU iHK H^p 
^«ooe } aA4 for t^f» fjtko ef JiGHri|£Ui9mf ^ v^iU- 
not r«ft : ^ntil h«r.ci^fteQii^0fs .b«t)i^ l^t^. 

IjUw^g rto^ch. ' • Jhi« i^qg>f4$ the Jiw^Mec 
the oatioA, he iftyf ^ veffc^ a^t-'^i^ ikso^- 
tk)]^ fhall- i^ thy |-ig^tfif|»fa9(«^ -^ all ^ 
kifigs^ thy glprjr ; aqd ^oa 4wi| b»,«H» 
ejl by ai-n^w i^i^i wlllch th* sp^^ujth p|, 
the L^D ,i^ail^|)reC«> Awi'thpi»:#^ b^ 
a-beautifuj cf^i^jm ,» i^e .hj^f^: pC th^ I»CNia&: 

A * & 

ed/' No more fhalt it be fai4 u;^<); j^Ik^/ 

Thpvi fcarfal^eri It Ni^ifhor- ?P ' thy 1^4 (hall 

U he fai4. jyijfi aio*fij. Jiwift . ^iol^fcH i fi»ii 

light; %&d jil^rliitndk thtfyKefldfiii^nMlffib:)* 
% the vl9§^ft jft^all deliahl in .thee) aadr 

uw^ wed^^A B^-yk^ti^Vji Jh^ &*a flte* 

^•. : I . ^^ • . : ; • 'i. ' ■ . t'.i'j :ioi «ima(i 

*• ^ The Prophet made ufe of thisi image, thut conveys 
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wed thte: tad.(a6)'the brid^oomr^^oiceth in 
Ms bride^ fo fliall thy God itjoke in thee. '' 
The iirft part of this ivak^ is addreffed to 
tlm land ; and the. latter jpart to the nation i 
and which I humbly conceive, to be a mani«- 
&ft pro6f of what I hav^ obfervcdin the note 
on ^Hirft toth.of the preceding chapter, that 
the term bridegroom is ufed metaphorically.^ 
to ctehote the Supreme, who is thus confider- 
ed in "ftSptA to the nation. . 

The Prophet then proceeds ¥erfe 6th>> 
•• Upon thy walls, O Jerufiilem, have i fet 
watchmen mil the Jtay i and all the n^ht long 
they k^t not fiieacee : tl^y that made men.- 
ttohof the Loab»kept not iilence to you. ? 
The . Pit>phQt here obferves, that while 
Jero^om was yet in being, God fent his 
&nqmt$ the Prophets^ whot as vigilant 
watohm»i.placed on the walla, neither flept 
nor numbered, but continually called on 
ihem in the name of the Lord, and earnefV 
ly exhorted them to repeat; bat fays he, ae yti 

did. 

10 our mlnf], the moil dgreeable union in nature ; as being 
,^ moft likely to produce a lading felicity ; in order to {he,w 
tlie uninterrupted happinefo, which they are to enjoy in the 
iand at their reftoratio(K ' ' 
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did not attend to them when called) itid^ 
highly proper, that ye now call on the LoftP 
inceiSantlyi verfe yth^ ^^Let him therefore 
not ceil in filence, until he eftablifli^ and un« 
til he render Jerufalem a praife in the earth/* 
I muft alfo inform you, fays the Prophet,^ 
not to imagine that, your prayer may be iu 
vain, or of none effed ; for, stxk 8th* 
^'The Lord hathrfworn by his right hand^ 
and by his powerful arm : furely, I will no 
more give thy corn for food to thine ene^ 
miess nor fhall the fons of the ftranger 
drink thy wine for which thou haft laboured i 
But they, that reap the harveft, (hall eat it, 
and praiie the Lord ; and they, thut gather 
the vintage, fhall drink it in my facred 
courts/* The expreiiions in this verie, 
have a reference to the law of Moies j Levit, 
XIX. 23. &c. ^^And when ye fhall come 
unto the land, and fhall have planted all 
manner of trees for food, then ye fhall 
count the fruit thereof as uncircumciied : 
three years it fhall be as uncircumcifed unto 
you 5 it fhall not be eaten of. But in the 
fourth year all the fruit thereof fhall be holy 
^ta praifc thf Lord withalU And in the 
fifth year ye fhall eat the fruit thereof. " &c* 

A gaic ; 
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Again ; **Thou mayeft not eat withiii thy 
gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, 
br of thy oil; But thou muft eat them be- 
fore the Lord thy God, in the place which 
the Lord thy God fliall choofe.'* Deut.' 
xii. 17. 18. This clearly explains thi 
force of the exprcflions made ufe of by 
the Prophet, '•fliall praife the Lord,*' and 
**/haIl drink it in my courts." And which 
fhews the lafting happinefs that they are to 
enjoy at their refloration; and that they 
will no more go into captivity : and is alfo, y 
as I apprehend, a manifeft proof, of the 
perpetuity of the Law of Mofes. 

The Prophet then addrefles himfelf to thfc 
rulers and elders of the nation : dirediftg 
them to prepare die people by repentance ; 
and thus remove fin from them ; and which 
he forcibly expre0es under the image, of 
clearing the cauflcy from ftones : by which 
means the ftandard of falvation will be rai&d, 
as in verfc loth. &c. **Paf$ ye, pafi 
through the gates ; prepare the way for the 
people ! Cail ye up, ^ caft up the caulTey: 
clear it froip the ftones ! Lift up on high a 
ftandard to the nations ! Behold, the Lord 
hath thus proclaimed ^o the end of the 
Vol IL * H earth: 
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earth ; Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Lot 
thy favipur copieth ! Lo, his reward is with 
JiitHf and his work before him. And ^hey 
fhall be called. The holy people^ the re? 
deemed of the Lord : And thou (halt be 
called^ The much deiired^ thp city unfprT 
faken/' 

The Prophet then^ ^« one enquiring 
(ays, chapter Ixiiid. verfe ifl:. *^Who, i< 
this that Cometh from Edpm ? with gar- 
met}ts deeply dyed froni Bptfraji ? This^ 
th^t is magnificent in his apparel j exclaim^ 
ing in the greatnefs of his ftrengtb i I fpeak 
in righteoufnefs^ (and) am mighty to fave/^ 
The Prophet here <hews the greatnefs of the 
vengeance which God will take on the ene^ 
mies of the Jews^ particulaxly on Botfral^, 
which is Rome : and that he who (p^sik^ 
in righteoufnefs, who equitably adti^inifleit 
juftice; is mighty to fave the nation, tha( 
had ftedfaftly acknowledged his Unity, dur 
ring this long and dreadful captivity* 

The jPrpphet thep again enquires, verfe 
2d. "Wherefore is thine appaitrl red ? Thy 
garments, as of one that treadeth the winer 
vat ? To whom the Almighty anfwers, verfe 
34. *f 1 have trodden the vat alone : anfl of the 

jpepple 



pcQpJejIjert W^s not a Hiaii with m?* / And 
Ixriii th<^ in mM ?t«ger * ^nd I trampled 
th€^ in mineindignatipn i ^(^ their life-blood 
wgs fprinkrled uppn my gg,rm6nts; an<J I 
have ftajn^d all mine appare}/' Jn vcrfc 4th • 
thi^ Prophet explains the.||gu^^tiye language 
he had Juft toade pfc of*, ^f For tl^e, day ^of 
ircrtgeaiice iVas com^/' 

♦ He theii obfervcs {vtirih 5th.) tiiat al* 
though the tin^e was come^ yet» there wgs nq 
repentance in Ifrael; no merit of good works 
to render them worthy of faWation : ^nd 
which pcrfcHftly agrejes, with jvhat the Pro- 
phet £ud above ve^ 3d| ^^Apd of t^e peqpl^ 
cohere was ns>t a man wi^h mp/' And .a# hp 
iays cl^p. Hx. 16. ^'And he f^w that^tl^^fp 
was no man/' &c. As I have (^cyrn^p^^ 
25. f^And I lool^ed, and there w^ no 
one to hi^lp; a^d I was aftonilhed, that 
there was no qne to uphold : therefore mine 
-own arm wrpught falv^tfon for n^c^ and 
mine indignation ;tielf fuflained me. And I 
itrod 4own t^ie people in miije anger ; and 
d cmihed thqm iq mine indignation ; and I 

fpillcd their blood on the ground. *' 

I have here fhewn that, this gfpat, and 

importanit prophecy, perfedtly accords with 

H 2 the 
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the gracious promifcs contained in the few- 
ral prophecies delivered by this prophet ; as, 
firft, the falvation of the nation, the^ return 
of the divine prefence, and the fpirit of pro- 
phecy among them : fecond, the promiic 
that they are not to go into captivity more : 
thirdy the deftru<ftion of the nations that had 
perfecuted them : all which promifes, it is 
manifefty have never yet been accc»npli£bed; 
not at their return from Babylon : for then, 
they did not enjoy any fuch happinefs ; but 
after great, I may fay almoU: continued trou<* 
bles and afflidtion, they were again carried 
into captivity, in the moft miferable condi- 
tion ; and in which, they have continued to 
this day : neither were any of thefe glorious 
promifes fulfilled in the time, or in theper- 
fon of Jefus; for about forty years after his 
death, their gpvernment was deftroyed by 
the Romans : which is a manifeft proof, that 
he coulid not be the promifed Meiiiah, that 
is to redeem the nation ; and under whom, 
they are to enjoy all the happinefs, both 
fpiritual and temporal, contained in thefe 
promifes. 

Before I take leave of this important pro- 
phecy, I mufl fay a few words, by way of 

obfervation. 
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€>b&rvation9 ' pn what Bifhop Lowtb^ has 
advanced concerning the perfon introduced^ 
as ftained with treading the wine- vat. In his 
Note on chapter Ixiiid, as well as in his prae* 
fei^ons^ ( 7. and 30 ) he reprefents the 
perfon thus introduced, to be the Mefiiah. 
He coniider^ the interlocutors in this paf* 
iage, to be the Mefikh and a Chorus : but 
though he confidently aflerts it 5 yet, does^ 
he not offer any rcafons in fupport of his 
opinion : nay, I am convinced, he was not 
able to advance any one folid argument in 
fupport of his hypothcfis. This, I truft, 
will appear to demonft ration, when we con- 
ilder, Firft, that in chapter xxxivth, the 
Prophet fpeaks of the vengeance which God 
will take on Edm and Botfrab, in which the 
fword of the Lord is represented as fatiated 
1 -with blood, &c. Second, that in chapter lix, 
15. 16. 17. a moft remarkable part of this 
paffage is applied to God himfelf, who is re- 
prcfented as uttering nearly the fame words 
as here: and is alfo reprefented, as putting 
oA the garments of vengeance. Third, the 
expreffion, " For the day of vengeance was 
in my heart ; and the year of my redeemed 
was come. " And which perfe(aly coincides 

with 
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with what Mofes hys in his prophetic Potml4 
Deut chap. juxn. 35. ^^ To nw ( i. c. Act 
God ) belongeth vengeance, and recompeofey 
i at the time that their foot fliail flip. " That 

is, when the meafure of the iniquity of tht 
enemies of the Jews fhall be full, and the 
period of their power is arrived : and which 
will be, *^ when the Lor d fhall have Judg«< 
ed his people. " Then, will be inBidt venge** 
ance on their enemies ; as Mo£bs farther fays^ 
verfe 41ft. " When I whit <my glitteriqg 
fword, and mine hand take hold of Judg$i^ 
ment ; I will render vengeance to mine ene- 
mies, and will requite them that hate me. '" 
And thus alfo he concludes the Poem, (See 
vol. Ift page. 56. &c. ) <^ Caufe his.people to 
rejoice, O ye nations : for he Asrill avenge the 
blood of his fervants, and will render venge*- 
ance to his adverfaries i And he will be re^ 
xonciled to his land andio his people. '^ Then 
will the year of his redeemed be come : for, 
as I have frequently had occaiion to obierve, 
it is clear from all the prophecies whicj[i 
fpeak of the redemption and falvation of the 
nation, that the vengeance which God will 
take on the enemies of the Jews, is to pre- 
cede their redemption. Froin all which, it 

is 



ON THE PROPHECIES. J{ 

is manifeft^ that the Biihop's hypothecs i& 
^bfi^rd^ and futile : and that this pafTage caa 
Jbe applied to none ]but God himfelf ; being 
a lofty defqription of his appearance againft 
the enepiiei? of his people^ and the vengeance 
he wUI t?](e on their enemies in jLJie latter 
4ays^ imin^iat^y preceding the time of their 
redemption : and which leads me tt) take no* 
tice of what the Bishop fays concerning the 
completion of this prophecy. After he had 
fiom^^ted the opinion of thofe interpretets, 
that fup^fe, that Judas Maccabeus and hit 
{/idjories make the fubjefi; of it ; he obferves, 
« ^^ I cpnclude therefore, that this pro- 
phecy has not the lead relation to Juda$ 
'tJhiCQQbpMf it may be aiked, to whom, and 
to what event does it relate ? I can only an- 
swer, that I know of no event in hiftory to 
which from its importance and circumftan- 
£€s it can be applied : unlefs perhaps to the 
|deftrud:ion of Jerufalem and the Jcwi(h Po* 
Jity, ' ■ But, nothing can be farther from truth 
than this affertion : for from what hath been 
iaid above, it is clear, that this prophecy has 
not the moft diftant relation to thedeftrufti- 
on of Jerufalem and the Jewifh Polity ; but 
©n the contrary, manifeftly foretells the ex- 
emplary 
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cmplarf vengeance that is to be taken on the 
enemies of the Jews, and not on the Jewiih 
nation. — Of this, it appears to me, the 
Bifhop himfelf was fenfible; for he prefently 
after obferves, ** But, though this prophecy^ 
muft have its accbmplifhmetit, there is no 
nepeffity of fuppofing that it has been already • 
accompli{hed« There are Prophecies, which 
intimate a great flaughter of the enemies of 
Cod and his people^ which remain to be ful- 
filled : thefe in Ezekiel Chap, xxxviii.' apd 
in the Revelation of St. John, Chap. xx. 
are called Gog arrd Magog. This Prophecy 
of Ifaiah may poflibly refer to the fame or the 
like event. " From all which, it is demon- 
Arable, that this Prophecy remains to be 
vfulfilled^ and will moft certainly be accoqi- 
plifhed at the time of the redemption of the 
nation, by the true Meffiah. 

The thirteenth Prophecy commences 
verfe 8th. Chap. Ixyth, and is continued to 
the end of the laft verfe of the fame. 

The purport of this prophecy, is to fhew, 
that, although the children of Ifrael (houid 
not repent, return, and feek the Lord their 
God, in this captivity ; yet, would he at all . 
events redeem them, when the appointed 

time 
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time of their redemption fhould arrive : not 
for any merit of theirs ; becaufc there will be 
fuch a great number of wicked unbelievers 
among them ; but for the fake of the few 
righteous : and alfo in confideration of what 
tliey will be after their redemption, when 
they will all be good and righteous : thof& 
therefore, that are righteous in captivity^ 
will happily attain to the redemption ; but 
thofe that are wicked, will be deftroyed in 
the wars and troubles that will take place, 
before their final reftoration. 

The Prophet therefore, in figurative Ian-* 
guage obferves. Chap, bcvth. verfe 8 th. 
**Thu8 faith the Lord : As the new wine is 
found in the cltdler ; and (one) faith, Deftroy 
it not jf for a blefiing is in it ; fo will I do 
for the fake of my &rvants ; I will not deftroy 
the whole.'' By this image, the Prophet 
clearly fhews the nature of the prefervation 
of the nation : for as there is in the clufter 
of grapes, huiks, and kernels, whichareof 
little or no ule, yet they fey deftroy not the 
grape, becaufe there is a bleffing in it : i. e. 
it contains that within itfelf, that will pro- 
duce good wine : for which reafon, it ought 
not to be deftroycd : even fo, fays God, will 
Vol. II 1 I do 
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I do for the fake of my fervants : that is, al- 
though there are great numbers of the na- 
tion, that are totally undcferving of being re- 
deemed : yetj J will not deftroy the whole; 
but will have regard to thofe among them 
who are my fervants : but more efpecially, 
in regard to what they will all be hereafter 5 
as he fays, verfepth, **And I will bring 
forth a feed from Jacob ; and from Judah 
an inheritor of my mountains; and my chofen 
fhall inherit it, and my fervants fhall dwell 
there. " By the feed of Jacob, he meant the 
ten tribes ; and by the inheritor of Judah, 
the kingdom of Judah ; and they all together, 
are the Lord's chofen fervants, and (hall 
inherit the land, and dwell there. 

He alfo obferves that, although the land 
of promife iince the nation hath been carri* 
ed captive out of it, is in a mod ruinous, 
miferable, barren ftate, yet (hall it become 
exceedingly rich and fruitful ; feeding nu- 
merous flocks and herds ; verfe loth. "And 
Sharon ihall be a fold for the flocks, and the 
valley of * Achor a refting for the herds ; 

f^r 

^ '^^ Achor in Hebrew^ deuotes trouble : and it may 

thus 



; 
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for my people who have fought me. " For 
thofeof my people who during the captivity 
fought mc ; who always ftridly adhered to 
my law, and looked forward to the falvation 
of Ifracl. 

The Prophet then proceeds to inforp us, 
that the rebellious and wicked tranfgrcflbrs 
in Ifrael, ihall not prevent the redemption 
of the nation : for they will all be numbered 
to the fword, and the flaughter; verfe 11. 12. 
** But ye who have forfaken the Lord j and 
have forgotten my holy mountain : who fet 
in order a table for^^ troop; and pour out 
mixed wine for a number. " Here, the Pro- 
phet addreffes himfelf to the rich and opulent 
of the nation ; who forfake the Lord ; who 
confider the Law and commandments as a 
very heavy and unprofitable burden. Thus 
alfo they negledl, and difregard that cflential 
part of the true fervice of God ; the addrelT- 
ing themfelves to him in prayer &c. account- 

I 2 ing 

thus be vfry properly called the valley of trouble ; on account 
of the ftate it is in at prefent. And the learned Abarbanal 
is of opinion, that Sharon denotes a plain, level, barren fpot^ 
and therefore observes tha% both the troubled valley, and 
ifurren country, (lull then become cxccedhigly frtiitfiU. 
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ing it altogether unprofitable : afdribing all 

things to a concatenation of caufes, without 
the leaft interference of the Deity : thus ful- 
ly confirming the words of the Prophet *, 
** The Lord hath forfaken the earth; and 
the Lord feeth not. " 

They have alfo forgotten his holy moun- 
tain : they do not beftow one thought on the 
ruined ftate of Jerufalem; they mourn not for 
it; neither do they pray for its reiteration to 
its former ftate : on the contrary, their fole 
aim is to lead a voluptuous life, and to feaft 
Inxurioufly: for which purpofe, they have a 
grand table, covered with the choiceft and 
moft delicious viands, together with difilerent 
forts of the richeft wines ; and which the Pro- 
phet calls mixed wine : thus, do they fpend 
their^ime Joyoufly ; without the leaft thought 
of the worAwp of God, or his temple, that 
lies defolate : he therefore, fays, verfc i2th* 
'^ Verily I will number you to the fword ; 
and all of youiliall bow down to the flaugh- 
ter: becaufe I called, and ye anfwered not; 
I fpake, and ye would not hear : " This de- 
notes, that, while they were in the land of 
promife, th>:y would not hearken to the Pro- 

phct^t 

• Ezck Yiii, 12, &. ix^J. 
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plicts, whom God fent to admonifli them : 
and to thofe in the captivity, he fays, *43ut 
ye did that, which was evil in my fight ; 
and that, in which I delighted not, ye 
chofe. '* This, appears to me to be the real 
meaning of the pafTage, according to its li- 
teral fcnfe : and in which, I am ibpported 
by the learned x^barbanal*. I know, there 
arc feveral learned commentators, who fup- 
pofe that. Gad 2s\d Meni^ are names of idols 
worfliipped by the ancient Jews ; but Kim- 
chi -f-, has clearly (hewn the many obje<fli- 
ons, to which this fenfe is liable : and which 
has induced him to explain it, as referring to 
the fpiritual reward and puniiliraent after 
death : but I am convinced, « that the whole 
prophecy, is addrcff^d to thofe that are to 
return from captivity ; and whom God 
will purify, as filver is purified; fo that the 
righteous will enjoy the happinefs of the re- 
demption ; but which the rebellipus will not 
attain: for of them, he fays, verfe 1.3. 
**Wherefore thus faith the Lord God ; Be- 
hold, my fervants fliall eat, but ye Ihall be 
famifhed ; behold, my fervants (hall drink, 

-but ye {hull be thirfty : " This verfe, I humbly 

conceive, 

♦ Abarbanal in Loc. f Kimchi. Ibid. 
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conceive, is a manifefl: proof of the truth of 
my explanation ; being an cxa<S retaliation : 
for as they had placed their fole happinefs, in 
eating, drinking, and feafting j it is but jufticc 
that, inftead of their tables having been fo 
fumptuoufly fupplied, they fliould then fufitr 
hunf^cr and thirft: and that the true fervants 
of God, who endured all the miferies of the 
captivity inpenury and want, (bouldthen eat 
and drink* And, as it is cuftomary at thefe 
feafts, to fing and rejoice, and be merry : the 
Prophet fays, **Behold, my fervants fhall re- 
joice, but ye (hall be confounded; Behold, my 
fervants fhall fing, for gladnefs of heart ; but 
ye fliall cry aloud for grief of heart; and in the 
anguirti of a broken fpirit (hall ye howl. " 

And, as a perfon of nice honour, values 
that, more than his life; he informs them, 
that as a punifhment for their tranfgreflioi>s, 
their Glory fliall be changed to ihame ; verle 
1 5th. ** And ye fhall leave your name for a 
curfe to my chofen : for the Lord God (hall 
flay you; and his fervants (hall he call by 
another name". Thus,, w 111 the righteous be 
diflingniflied from the wicked, not only in 
corfcreal bleflings, as in eating and drinking J 
in plenty of the fruits of the holy land ; but 

alfo 
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alfo in their name, and fame : for at the 
time of the redemption, the righteous will 
be eafily diftinguifhed from the wicked, the 
good from the bad ; and truth from falfc- 
hood : becaufe the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord : and therefore, 
•* Whofo bleffeth himfelf upon the earth, 
Ihall blefs himfelf in the God of truth : and 
whofo fweareth upon the earth, (hall fwear 
by the God of truth. " They will not then 
• flatter and praife the wicked, for their very 
vices, as is now done by fawning Sycophants, 
who fervilely cringe and flatter them, be- 
caufe they are rich, or in high author- 
ity ; No : Such things will then not be ; . 
but whoever praifes another, will do it 
folely otx account of his being a true fervant 
of the God of truth ; and whoever, fhall 
have occafion to fwear, will fwear by the 
God of truth : and therefore, no falfehood 
will be in their mouth, nor deception \n 
their heart : " Becaufe the former troubles 
are forgotten ; and becaufe they are hidden 
from mine eyes. " For while in captivity, 
they falfely flattered the vices of the rich ; 
when^ as the Prophet fays, * **The wicked 

cotnpafled 

• Habak.. i« 4* 
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compafled about the righteous, *' But at the 
redemption, it will not be fo; for the former 
troubles being all forgotten; nothing but 
truth will then exift. 

The Prophet then, in grand, fublime, and 
lofty language, proceeds to defcribe the exalt- 
ed happinefs that the nation is to enjoy at 
their reftoration ; verfe 17. &c. "For be- 
hold, I create new heavens, and a new earth ; 
and the former (ones) fliall not be re- 
membered, neither fhall they be brought to 
mind any more, *' Commentators have dif» 
fered much conccraing the meaning of the 
new heavens, and a new earth : but it is clear^, 
that by this magnificent expreflion, the Pro- 
phet meant nothing more, than a renewal of 
the divine favour, and a recommencement of, 
an uninterrupted ftate of profperity : for as 
the diffolution of the heavens &c. denotes the 
ruin of the world politic &c. (See, Vol ift: 
page 164 and 213 &c.) So does the creation 
of new heavens and earth, denote happinefs 
and profperity. But I prefume, that wc need 
not long remain in doubt concerning the Pro^ 
phet's meaning; as he himfelf explains it pre- 
fently after : for having in the latter part of the 
verfe, obferved, that, the former flaould not 

be 
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be remembered, &c. And which properly 
denotes, that the troubles and afflidtions 
which they had experienced for ages, fhould 
be entirely forgotten : immediately tells 
them the reafon why they fhould be thus 
forgotten ; becaufe of their joy and exulta- 
tion in that which he ihall create; and 
which will be, Jerufalem a fubjedt of joy, 
&c. verfc, 18. &c. **Butyc£hall rejoice 
and exult for ever and ever (in that) which 
I create : for lo! I create Jerufaldn a (fubje<a 
of ) joy, and her people of gladnefs. And I 
will exult in Jerufalem, and rejoice in my 
people/' Hence,, it is manifefl that this crea« 
tion, will be the happinefs of the nation, 
both fpiritual and temporal. For God's ex-, 
ulting in Jerufalem, denotes the refidence of 
his divine prefence again among them ; as 
alfo the return of the fpirit prophecy: and 
)iis rejoicing, in his people, denotes thehap* 
pinefs of their temporal flate : and that they 
fhall no more go into captivity ; neither fhall 
tht^ experience any more trouble or affliction: 
for, ^* There fhall not be heard any more 
therein, the voice of weeping, or the voice 
»f diflrefsful cry," Nay, even the weeping 
^nd mourning that is ufually made for the 
Vdl \l. K I dead 
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dead, will not be heard among them :^for 
verfe 20th. *'No more fliall be thence an 
infant fhort lived ; nor an old man who hath • 
not fulfilled his days : for he that dieth at an 
, hundred years, fhall die a child : and the 
finner ( that dieth ) at an hundred years, 
fhall be ( deemed ) accurfed. And they (hall 
build houfes and fhall inhabit them ; and 
they fhall plant vineyards, and fhall eat the 
fruit thereof. They fhall not build, and 
another inhabit ; they fhall not plant, and 
another cat. *' This is the reverfe of what 

« 

Mofcs denounced againfl them for their dif- 
obedience: ( Deut. xxviii. 30. ) "Thou fhalt 
build an houfe, and thou fhalt not dwell 
therein^ thou fhalt plant a vineyard, and fhalt 
not gather the grapes thereof^. 

In the latter part of the verfe, and the fol- 
lowing one, the Prophet fhews how thefe 
two promifes ; viz, their longevity, and the 
enjoyment of their labour, fhould be accom- 
plifhed; for of the firfl, he fays, *^ For as 

the 

• This denunciation of Mofcs, it is well known hatlv^ 
been exactly fulfilled : it therefore ought to be confideredj^ 
9fi an carneft of the full accompliflinient of what the Prophet 
l]crc foretells of their future happinefs, at their rcftorntion» 
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the days of a tree, ihall be thedayis of my 
people. " The prophet's idea here feems to 
be, that they fhall then live to the age of the 
Antediluvians $ which appears to be very 
properly cxpreffed by the days of a tree, accor- 
ding to our ideas : for it is con^monly fup- 
pofed that the oak, one of the longcft lived 
of trees, lafts about a thoufand years ; being 
five hundred years growing to its full pcr- 
fei^ion, andas many decaying: which feems 
to be a moderate and probable computation. 
See Evelyn Sylva, Book 3d. ch. iii. Con^ 
cerning the fecond, he fays. "And my 
chofen fhall wear out the work of their own 
hands. They fhall not labour in vain 1 nei- 
ther fhall they generate a fhoit lived race : 
for they ( fhall ) be a feed blefTed of the 
Lord ; and their offspring with them. " 

The Prophet then informs us, that al- 
though while they were finners in captivity, 
God would not hear their prayer : as the 
Prophet Jeremiah faid, ( Lament, iu. 44. ) 
" Thou hafl covered thy felf with a cloud, 
that ( our ) prayer fhould not pafs through.'* 

yet, at tlieir refloration, it would be far 

• • " « 

other wife ; verfe 24th. ^' And it, fhall be, 
that before they call, I will anfwer "; But 

K 2 as 
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as this exprcffion, might feem incongruous : 
as it is not proper to fay that, he will anfwer 
them before they call ; the Prophet imme- 
diately fhows what he meant by it ; ** And 
while they (hall be yet fpeaking, I will 
• hear." While they are fpeaking to each other, 
faying, Let us call on God in prayer ; God 
will inftantly heir them; fo that before 
they begin to pray, God will already have 
noticed them. 

- In vcrfe 25th. the Prophet fhews the uni- 
ferfal peace* that is to take place at their 
rcftoration; "The. wolf and the lamb ihali 
feed together ; and the lion Ihall eat ftraw 
like the ox : but duft ''( ftiall be ) the food 
ef the ^ ferpent. 'f hey (hall not hurt, 

neithef 



• See this largety explained, vol ift. page iji. &c. 

f The leaiQcd AUrb^inalis of opinion that the \m\{, lamb 
lion, and ferpent, denote the four great monarchies, that 
fubducd and opprelTcd the nation ; three of whom, after 
hairkig received their due puniiliment; will enjoy peace and 
plenty: but that Edom* i. c. the Roman Empire^ which 
is typified by the ferpent ; and who oppreffedand perfecuted xhc 
nation with fuch deipite and rancour> far beyond, what 
^ny t>f the other monarchies did ; will not then attain to the 
happineia (which the others will enjoy :' for which reafon 
the Prophet faid, dufl (hall be the food of the ferpent : for 
that monarchy only, will remain in a miferablc degraded 
flate» forever. 
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N 

neither fhall they deftroy, in all my holy 
mountain, faith the Lord. *' 

According to the explanation here given 
of this prophecy, the following important 
truths, of the faSs to be accomplifhed at 
the reftoration of the Jews, are evidently 
deduc4ble. Firft, that the great number of 
unbelievers in the nation, will by no meanl 
prevent the redemption of the true believers i 
for that the finners, will all be numbered to 
the fword and the Slaughter. Second, that 
the ten tribes will be reftored as well a§ 
Judah. Third, that the land of promife 
will be changed from its prefel^t barren 
ftate, to that of a moft fruitful one. Fourth^ 
thereiidence of the divine prefence will again 
be among them, with the return of the fpirit 
of prophecy, as aforetime. Fifth, that they 
fliall no more go into captivity ; neither arc 
they to experience any more trouble or afflic- 
tion, 6cc. Sixth, that they (hall live to a 
great age ; and»thus enjoy and wear out the 
labour of their hands, &c. Seventh, uni- 
vcrfal peace, will then take place. But as 
it is well known from all hiftory, that none 
of thofe great promifes, were accompliflied 
at their return from Babylon ; it is clear, 
that the Prophet did not fpcak of that cap- 
tivity. 
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tivity. And, as it is equally evident from 
hiftory, that they were not fulfilled in the 
perfon of Jefus, it is manifeft that he could 
not be the Meiliah ; and that thefe glorious 
promifes, remain to be fulfilled in the latter 
days, at the coming of the true Mefliah. 

The fourteenth Prophecy, commence^ 
Chapter Ixvith. and is continued to the end 
of the fame. 

Before we proceed to the explanation of 
this prophecy, it will be necefiary to ob- 
fcrve, that feveral Commentators have ima* 
gined, that the Prophet meant to reprove 
the nation, for its hypocrify, in offering fa- 
crifices, while their hands were polluted with 
their evil deeds. But nothing can be farther 
from truth, than this hypothefes : for the pur- 
port of this prophecy, i» the future redemption 
of the nation ; and partly connected with the 
foregoing, in the following order. The pro- 
phet having in the preceding prophecy, an- 
nounced the glorious and happy ftate, which 
the nation is to enjoy, both' temporal andfpi- 
ritual, with the return of the divine prefence 
to Jerufalem ,• he thought it very probable, 
that fome, might imagine, that it was to be 
Tunderflood, as if God meant to redeem thena-' 

tion. 
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tion, merely on his own account j that they 
might build him a temple to abide in: and 
would thus afcribe locality* to the moft High: 
the Prophet therefore, in order to remove from 
their minds the moft diftant idea of fuch a per- 
nicious opinion, affures them, that the moft 
High, has no neceffity for a dwelling, or place 
of reft ; becaufe he cannot be circumfcribed : 
as he fays, verfe ift. "Thus faith the 

Lord : 

-^ The true believer, may perhaps think that this is not 
\\\t\y to happen; and that no one could befo flupid, ai to ap- 
ply locality, to the Creator of heaven and earth : but I can 
tdHfy the truth of it ; and that nothing is more common a<. 
n90hg Deifls, when they wi(h to deny Revelation, and to 
(hew that the God of Mofes, was an Egyptian god ; than fay- 
ing that Mofes afcribcd locality to his God ; as what elfe fay 
they, did he mean by faying, E^od. 2 j. 8. ''And let them 
ipake mc a fanduary, that I may dwell amongfl them." This 
objcdlion, I have frequently heard from the mouths of 
Deifls ; and fuch, as are accounted men of fenfe and learn- 
i9g : and who ought to have known that Scripture generally 
fpcaks in figurative language ; and that therefore, dwelling 
among them, fignified nothing more than the appearance of 
the fymbol of his divine prefcnce in the tabernacle. Bu% 
alas ! this is the woeful confequence of the fraility and pre. 
fumption of mankind, when they prefume to think them- 
ftlves wifcr than the reft of the world ; whom they look upon 
either as knaves, fools , or fanaticks : and having once embra- 
ced this notion, the falfe fear of fhame, prevents their ac- 
knowledgingtheir error : and thus Unnting their eyes againil 
|hc convi^on of trutbj they remain wilfully bli^d for evtr^ 
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Lord : the heavens arc my , throne ; and 
the earth is my foot-ftool : where is the 
houfe, that ye can build for me ? and 
where is the place of my reft ? " For as the 
whole heavens are ^U but as my throne, 
and the earth no more than my foot-ftool ; 
what houfcj or place can ye build to contain 
me ? And thus alfo Solomon faid ( i King, 
viii. 27. ) ** Behold the heaven and hea- 
ven of heavens cannot contain thee ; how 
m.uch lefs this houfe that I have built ? '' 

The Prophet proceeds, verfe 2,d. ** For 
all thefe (things) my hand hath made : an4 
all thefe ( things ) exift ( according to my 
word ) faith the Lord. '* Whence, it is 
manifeft, faith the moft High, that it is not 
poffiblc, that the redanption fhould take- 
place on my account, that ye may build mp 
an houfe ; but merely in compaffion to the 
nation, thus long in captivity; as in the 
latter part of verfe 2d. " But to fuch 
will I have regard, to the humble and con-* 
trite fpirit, and that revere my word/' For 
the fpirit of Ifrael, while in captivity, is 
humbled and bruifed ; yet neverthelefs, they 
revere the word of God; i. e. the Law of 
Mofcs ; and ftridly qbfervc it, notwith- 

ftanding 
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ftanding all the perfecutioAs which they 
have fuffered for their adherence to it, and 
their inviolable faith in the ftrift Unity of 
God. 

The Prophet farther obferves, that God 
will do this on another account : namely, 
in order to be avenged of the nations for 
the wickednefs and abominations which 
they have committed ; verfe 3d. *' He flay- 
eth an ox ( and ) killeth a man •' he facrifi- 
eth a lamb, ( and ) beheadeth a dog : he 
giaketh an oblation of fvtine^s blood; (and) 
ofiereth incenie, that (is as) the presenting of 
iniquity : yea, they themfelves have chofeil 
their 6wn ways ; and in their abominations 
their foul delighteth. " In this verfe, the 
Prophet defcribes two heinous crimes' 
which they have beeh guilty of: firft, the 
barbariQr with which they treated the nation 
in this long and dreadful cJaptivity : for with 
(He iiame indi^erence and apithy^ that they 
kill dn ox> they flay a man of them : and 
think no mote of deftroying the loft fheep 
of Ifrael, thaA in breaking the iieck of a 
dbg : whence, the propriety of the Pro- 
phet's ufe of the Metaphors, ox, zndjbe^, 
is obvious t for the ox, denoted the king-.. 
Vou 11. L doro 



74 DISSERTATIONS 

dom of Ifrael ; becaufe the firft king of the 
ten tribes, was defcended from Jofeph : and 
Jofeph in the bleffing of Mofes,, is compared 
to a bull*. (SeeDeut. xxxiii. 17.) And 
the kingdom of Judah, as well as the na- 
tion in general, are compared to fhcep and 
lambs. ( Seet Ezck. xxkiv. 2, 3. &c,) 
Secondly, for their impious, and abomina- 
ble p radices : for their oblations are of 
f wine's blood : they eat the blood of the 
fwine, and other beafts ; and of which, 
they make prefents to each other, as if it 
was fome rich delicacy; and the incenfe 
they offer, is as the prefenting of iniquity : 
their prayers to mediators and faints, is all 
a fcene of iniquity. But, as the Gentiles 
migh^ in excufe plead, that what they did to 
the nation, could not render them criminal ; 
becaufe God was pleafcd to fend them into 
captivity, to be punifhed for their fins : 
xjeither ought they to be accbunted culpable 
for what they eat } as they had never been 
^dpioniihed by God, to abfltain from any 

particular 

p Tiirt was the miba that Jeroboam made the two 
«a)vca ; Sf c 1 King, xii* J9. for they were made on % 
Dplittcal account ; and not on a religious one, at I fU^l^ 
^w at large in my coo^ment on Scripture* 
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particular food. To this, the Prophet an* 
fwers, yea, they themfelves have chofcn 
their own ways. The dreadful mafla.cres 
and perfecutions, which they inflicted on 
this miferable people, for no other crime, 
but their ftridt adherence to the worfhip of 
the One true God; was of their own chufing, 
and not by my command, faith the moft 
High ; for I did not command them to do it;, 
but their own evil and wicked imaginations 
prompted them to it ; ag^reeable to what the 
Prophet fays*, •* Becaufe I was ( but ) a lit* 
tie angry, and they helped forward the 
afilidtion.'' And, as to the blood, and 
other abominations, he obferves, and in 
their abominations, their foul delighteth : 
for which reafon, he fays, verfe 4th. "I 
Will alfo choofe their calamities ; and what 
they dread, I will bring upon them; becaufc; 
I called, and no one anfwered, I fpake, and 
they would not hear : and they hav^ done, 
what was e?il in my fight, and that, in 
whi^h I delighted not, they have chofen.'* 
The preqepts which I commanded to Adam 
' and to Noah, and which are binding on all 
paankind, have they not obferved : for they 

L 2 have 

Zcch. L 15. c 
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Before me ; all that they have done, both irt 
the dcftrudtion of Jcrufalem, and the burning 
of the temple, &Ci For, ^verfe 6th.) "A 
voice of tUnlult from the city! A voice 
from the temple! The voice of the 
LoRDi rendering recompence to his ene-* 
lilies !" The voice from both city and tem- 
ple, crieth aloud for vengeance* But, as 
the Prophet mentions the noun vbice three 
times, one of which is attributed to God ; it 
is clear, as the learned Abarbanal obfcrves^ 
that the moil High will take vengeance*pri 
his fenemies, for " three different crimes 
which they have committed : iiril, for the 
voice of the flairi at the deftrudtion of the 
city of Jerufalem i fecond, for the voice of 
the biirnt temple ; and third, for the voice 
of blafphemy towards the Supreme, by the 
manner, in which they have fpoken of 
his Divinity: and thus fays the Prophet 
Daniel* ; ^' I beheld then, becaufe of the 
great words which the horn fpake : 1 be- 
held { even ) till the beafl: was flain, andf 
his body deftroyed, and given to the burn^ 
ing flame/' Whence it is manifeft, that tbe 

deftrud:ion 

• Dan. 7. ir. 
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dcftrudtion of the fourth bcaft, will be in 
confequcnce of the erroneous doftrine pro- 
mulgated by it, concerning the Divinity. 

The Prophet having thus fpoken of the 
vengeance which God will take of his ene- 
mies, for the fins they had committed, 
proceeds to fpcak in figurative language, of 
the refurredlion, which is to take place, a^^ 
bout nearly the fame time : verfe 7th, & 8th. 
** Before fhc was in travail, {he brought 
forth ^ before her pangs came, (he was deli- 
vered of a male (child/') Before the city 
above mentioned, (i e. Jcrufalem) fliall tra- 
vail, fhe will have brought forth : that is, 
(he will bring forth, without the pains of 
child birth : which image, the Prophet 
made ufe ofj Xo (hew the manner of the re^ 
furreftion 1 that it will not be as is the na- 
tural birth, which he calls the pains of 
travail, that always precede it; but that the 
bodies of thofe that (hall riic at the rcfur- 
redion, wijl, in a fupernatural manner, ap- 
pear all at once fuddenly ; and which he calls 
her being delivered before her pangs came. 
And, as this will be a moft aftonifhing, 
and ftupendous aft, the Prophet fays, verfe, 
^th- **Who hath heard fuch a thing ? 

and 



r ' 
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and who kath feen the like of thefe things ? 

Shall the earth be made to bring forth in 

one day ? Is a nation born in an inftant 'P 

For no fooncr was Zion in travail, than (he 

brought forth her children." By a natioa 

being born in an inftant, the Prophet ihew$ 

that, they will be exceeding numerous : 

that they will al/ arife inflantaneoufly ; and 

that they will be the children of Zion . 
But, as it is extremely difficult for thd 

niind of man, to form an idea of the refurrec* 
tion, fo as to be ablfe to comprehend it j 
and which, may therefore be the caufe of 
his doubting the truth of the prediction 5 
the moft High argues in fupport of it ; verie 
9th. *'Shall I bring to the birth, and not 
caufe to bring forth ? faith the Lord, /hall 
1, who beget, reftrain the birth ? faith thy 
God.'' Shall I who was ible to create m^n, 
and every thing elfe at the beginning, froni 
nothing ; not be able to raife him again at 
the reftirredlion ? This, nb one caii doubt j 
but As I have been able to efFedt the. One, 
1 ihail certainly be able to etfed the o- 
iher. 

The Prophet then proceeds to fhew the 
caufe, and end of the refurreftion j verfc 

lOth. 
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ti>th» f/Rejoice with Jerufalem, and ex-- 
nit on her account, all ye that love her ; be 
exceedingly joyful with her, all ye that 
mourn over her :" The Prophet here (hews, 
as I have already obferved*, one 'great end of 
the Refurredtion : viz, that thofe who ha^e 
been perfecuted, ilain, and mafiacred, during 
this long and dreadful captivity, for their ad* 
herence ta the true faith ; and who died 
tnovLTDxng, and lamenting for Jerufalem; 
ms^ then rejoice/ and exult with herein her 
falvation : for as they were ^tiated with trou-. 
ble, forrow, and affli(ftion» on account of her 
deftru£tion ; it is but juflice, that they, 
fiiould partake of her happinefs ; as the Pro- 
phet fkys, '^That ye may fuck^^ and be fatif. 

£ed, from the breaft of her confblations ; that 

• 

ye may fqueeze out^ and be delighted with the 
Iplendour of her glory/* TIic firft of thefc 
members, denotes their temporal happinefs ; 
and the (econdt denotes their fpiritud happi-' 
nefs ; and which is the true glory : and both 
thefc they will enjoy in their gfcateft lati- 
tude ; verfe i ath. ^f For thus faith the Lord; 
Behold, I will fpread prosperity over herr 
Vol. IL M like. 

• See Vot«^iil« page, 193. Scc» ^ / 
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like 3/ River; and like an\ overflowing ftxteao? 
tkfe wc&hh oftbe nations ^ which ye fhall 
6xk : je fhall be carried at the fide ; and oa 
the kiiees ihalt ye: be dandled* As OM^ 
whbm hjs mother comforteth, £o will I 
comfopt you : and in Jerufaleai fliall ye rev 
ceive cdniblatioit/' Hence; it is manifeft^ 
that this pitomife^ folely relates to the fck 
demption of the Jcwifh natioili : ibr as alf 
their mifery was in confequenoe of tlae de-^ 
ftrdcftibn of Jerufyhm: the Akmghty aiTu*' 
res theiB^ that oh that very %)4f^ they ^11 
receive . oon^auon ; and ttb^ir h^ppinefs bd 
rciricred oomplite^ 

In yerfe i4tb» iec, the Prophet addre0e9 
himielf |)articulariy to thofethat fhall tiSsi/b 
ihs Refarre^om ^^And ye ihall fee it^ an4 
fliyi fl«w(rifliy like the green herb:" With 
iSioit Corporeal eyes fhadl they |ee all thij^ ; 
and their bones i^2it were di^* in tha 
grave^ (hsM fiouriih as the gi^n hetb^ ^tnd 
by this mesm^i ''The hand 4pf tbe Lolta 
fhall!bemaftife{):edtQhis ierrams:'' All will 
thcfi' HoQW^ that there i$ a God in ifraiij : 
aiidr'who will ailib take yaig^ma on the rta^ 

tion^i 

^ Sec Ezek. xxic^. :i* ; . • 
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4ionS ; they being his enemies ; as in thb 
•rlatter part of the verfe, **And he will be 
moved with indignation againft his.ftnemies. 
•For,!behold ! the Lord (hall conac, as a fire; 
-and his chariots^ as a whirlwind : to rendo* 
his anger in fury, and his rebuke in flames of 
«6rc. For ^by ^fire 9^11 the Lord ^execute 
judgment ; and by 'his (word, upon all flefh; 
andffiany ihalbbe the flain of the Lord/* 
^nce it is tilear, that the puniflimentof the 
Tiations , will not only be, by ^ the fword of a 
•man againft-his brother, but alfo by fire &c. 
■from heaven J agreeable to ivhat the Pro- 
•phet ^scekiel 'fay^, '^and d will<:alItfor a 
^Iwortl-r— every -mail's^fword ^all ^be iigainft 
.hts^4M^feher. Artd-I wiH plead againft him 
with peftilenec -and with 4)lood, •and^(wit!b) 
-an^ove^wtng (hower and. great-hail 'ftones : 
•fife and brimftone will » I rain upon'him;^' 
l*h«s will ^the flainof the Lord, be many. 
<rhe4Pro]^het - next 'prt)ceeds to point out^ 
^^faeparticular nations and religions, on whom 
'God will thus ta:k« vengeance, verfe 17th, 
^^hey who fahdtify themfelves, and purify 

thenifelves in the gardens : (but) after (with) 

M 2 on^ 
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one within ;" This denotes the Mahometan* 
who 'by their frequent ablutions and feeoiing 
devotion, wifli to appear pure, and fanftified: 
but this, is all hypocrify, fays the Prophet : 
for prefently after that they have performed 
. their ablutions in the baths, and their pray« 
ers in the Mofque ; tli^ are with on« within i 
arc wallowing in pollution with fome one of 
their harlots in fecret. And this, I take to 
be the reafon, that the Maforites in correft- 
ing s the text in this place^ read in the mar^ 
gin,nniJ which fignifies the fame as^^tt onei 
only in the feminine : and which is a pre- 
fupniptive proof, that they under flood the 
Prophet in the fame fenfe, as here explained; 
I. e. that with all their outward purifications, 
they were all pollution within. 

In the latter part of the verfe, he fpeaks 
of the Chriflians, &c. "Who cat fwine'i 
flefh, and the abomination^, and the mouic; 
.together fhall they perifh, faith the Lord. '^^ 
In verfe i8th, the Prophet points at the 
caufe of this punifhment, and the manner of 
its accomplifhmejit. "For I (know) their 

deeds, 

* All animals prohibited to the Jewi| irere tailed abomi- 
nation ; as Mofes fi^Si (LeYit. xi^ 42,) Whatfoever goeth 
upon the bell^ te. 
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dceds^ and their thoughts : it (therefore) fhall 
come to gather all the nations and tongues 
together ; and they fhall come, and fee ray 
glory/' At the time that God will take 
vengeance on the nations ; he will gather 
them all together 5 to war with each other ; 
fo that the fword of every man, will be a- 
gainft his brother : and this vengeance, the 
Prophet calls the glory of the Lord. And 
thus alfo fays the Prophet Ezekiel^ on the 
&nie fubjed:. ** Thus will I magnify my^ 
felf and fandify myfelf, and will be known 
in the fight of many nations ; and they fhall 
know that I (am) the Lord." 

And as a number of them, will then be 
fuffered to efcape, with all their wounds and 
blemifhes upon them; agreeable to whait 
the Prophet Zechariah faysf*, "And this 
fhall be the calamity with which the Lord 
will fmite all the peoples who warred againU 
Jerufalehi. Their flefh fhall confume away 
while they fland on their feet ; and their eyes 
fhall confume away in their fockcts 1 and 
their tongue fhall confanie away in their 
mouths/' Of thefe, the Prophet fays, verfc 

19 th, 

♦ Ezek* xxx>'iii. 73. •{ Zech. xlv. 12. 
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1 9th. "And I will fet a jnark upon them j 
and Pwill fend thofe that efcape of 'them to 
tbe nations; to Tariliiih^ Piiul^ and Lod^ 
who draw the bow : Tubal and Javan, the 
for diftant ifles, that have not heaixhny feme, 
nor have they fcen my glory : andthey fliall 
declare my glory among the nations." When 
thofe that efcape, iliall return home to their 
refpe<9:ive countries, in their wounded and 
miferable ftate, (which is the msrrkiirat God 
will fet upon them) and thus declare the glo- 
ry of God; the confequence will be, that 
they will all be' in hafte, to bring thole 6f 
the nation that remain in diifferent parts, anti 
have not yet returned, totheir own country; 
as in verfe 20th. ** And they fliall bring all 
your brethren, from all the nations, for ah 
oblation to the Lord, on horfes, and in cha* 
riots, and in covered litters'**; on mules, arfd 
on dromedaries ; to my holy mountain Je- 

rufalem, 

* Blfliop Lowth thinks th^t it denotes coanes^ 2t[ort^t£ 
vehicle, much uied in theeafl, confiftmg of a pair of hatppe^, 
or cradles, thrown acrofs a camel's back> one on each (ide ; 
in each of. which a-perfon is carried. They have a coverings 
ISO defend them from the rain and the fun* Thevenot (i^e o^- 
fcrvcs) calls them councs, 'i» ?• 136. 
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ru&km^ faith the Lor d ; liko as the chiU 
dr«n of Ifrael brought the oblation, ia pure 
vcf&ls to the houfe of the Lokdv And of 
them will I alfo take for Priefts, (and) for Le* 
vites, feith the Lord." That k, oJT thofe 
that OiaU be brought hack froiQ the far dif-^ 
t»ni countriefv where they may have been 
jtikig^a and loft in name among the^ nati^ 
ans : and who being the real de&endanCs of 
the Priefts and Levites j, will be reinftated in^ 
to their rcfpe<^ivc,oi6ce$i although they may 
have been forced to apoftati^e* But» a$ if 
may be aflc^^ how is it to be known^^ that 
tjiey are thus defcended f I anfwer, Sy jxioans 
of the fpirit of Prophecy^^ which will then he 
restored to the natioi) ^ for then the tribe oC 
Levi^ will be diftinguiihed in a particular 
manner, as the Prophet Malachi iaid*, f 'And 
be £hall (it ox a refine? and purifier of filyer^ 
^nd he ihall purify the fcms of Leviji and 
ihaU refine them as gold and as filver : and 
the;^ (hall offer an ofiering to the Lobd ia 
fighteoufhefs^ Then (hall the offering of 
Judah and Jerufalem be plea&nt unto the 
|^K0, as in the days of old, and as in jfor^ 

mcr 

V 

f Malacb^ ui. 3* 
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xncr years.*' And which is a manifcft proof, 
that none will then officiate as Priefta and 
Levites, but thofe that really belong to the 
^milics of this tribe. 

The Prophet then proceeds to inform 
them, that they fhall no more go into cap- 
tivity; but (hall for ever remain in their 
land, as the eternal exiftence of heaven and 
earth ; verfe 22d. **For as like the new hea* 
vens and the new earth, which I mak^ 
Hand (continually) before me, . faith the 
Lord ; ib (hall continue your feed, andyout 
name/' 

Tl^e Prophet next (hews, that they-^bei*^ 
t^ritt ever ftedfaftly adhere to the worfeip 
of the One true God ; and that one great 
mo^iive thereto, will be the fight of the fuf* 
ierkigs of the wicked, that (hall then atifc, 
to receive th« punifhment due to die enor-. 
motis crimes that they had committed ; as I 
hare already obferved : (Vol. Ift. page 199.) 
tnd which agrees with what the Prophet 
Daniel fays*|- ** And many of tho(e that 
flecp in the duft of the earth (hall awake, 
fon>c to everlafting life, and fome to (hamo 

(and) 

i 

* DaQ. xii. 2. 
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(and) everlafting contempt/' This"i(!^ht ' 
will operate as a ftrong incentive to the jaflJ;* 
to continue ftedfaft in the piirfuit 6f right- ' ' 
eoufnefs ; as in verfe 22^% & .24thi ** And ' * 
itihall be from new mbon to new moon, • 
and from Sabbath to Sabbath ; all flefti fhaH '' 
come to worlhip before me, fiith' tlie Loki). 
And they lliall go forth, and (hall fee the' 
tarcafes of the'men, who tranfgt^cfled agaitift 

me : f<ir their worm fhall riot' die, neithci- / 

• » ft 

fhall their fire Be i^uenched ; '- dhd thcj ^fliali ^ ' ' " 
be an abhorrence to all flefhV ' ' ' '"^ - "'■ 
According to the real iritterit'and p\i\:'^^ ^ ' 
of this prophecy, a« het^e^ explained i^it'tii^' ' 
manifeft, that theroMoWingimpoftanteVe'^ti ^'• 

are to be accofaiplifhedat the reftoratl6n 6P^^ 
the fiation.* Fitft, the puhillimerf?df'thi^^" 
different niitibns, that were* fefi'dniies^ %^ tKt 
Jews, foir thei? cruelty- to ^ the 'liktioiiV'iHd^- : 
alfo for tWeir afiomraaHc prddices •• ' as like* • 
wife- for' the 'errohecus dodlrftics, 'that'-thdy^''- 
proinUlgatfcd ' c'ontcrning the' diVin jt^' (if 'fHe* ■ ' 
moft High. -Secbri'di the' 'Kcfui'redlion 'of ' 
the dead, who are to fife, and rejoice With'" 
Jcrufalem. Tliird the * patnculir ' nations; • 
that' arc to' be punilhed, dti cJleatly'fjbirited'.^ 
out, according to the different prirtcrplcs aiid^"'^ 
Vol. XL N tenets 
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tdicts held by them. Fourth, the caufc that 
will induce the nations, to bring the Jew§ 
from the far diflant countries, and the man* 
ner iil which they are to be brought to 
Jcriifalcm. Fifth, the return of the fpirit of 
prophepy. Sixth, that they are not ever to 
go into captivity more. Seventh, that they 
win never again fall off from the v^rfhip of 
the Om true God : neither will they be guil- 
ty pf'any ofthofe heinous crimes, which 
tbqr ,,had committed aforetime* , But, 
none of thefe great events were accpmplifliT 
ed at their return from Babylon : for in the 
firft p|acei '|heir fc^epiies were jipt punifhed 
in the exemplary fnannefi. here predided; 
the rcfuf redtion did ijot take fhcp i the Ma- 
hometan religion had tio exift^nc^ at that 
time : neither was the dodtrine of the trinity 
yet promulgated^ They were not brpught 
to Jerufalem, in the; manner |iere defcrjbed ; 
and they wferc again carrij^d a^yay c^ptiye^ in ^^ 
thft moft mifer?ible condition ; fqv the aho-. 
min^ble fjriine? that they were guilty p/, ^i|- 
ring the time of jhe fecond temple ; and in 
which captivity, thqy haye continued to this 
day^r^ll >yhich, :js ^ manifeft prpQf, tha| th^ . * 
Pi^hct did not fpeak of that return • And. it 
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is equally manifeft, that they were not ac- 
. compljflied; in the. time of Jefus : confe- '' 
quently,.he could not be the promifed Mefll- 
ah J (b .that it remain? for th?fe great events 
to be accomplished, in the latter days, when: 
the true Mefliali (Kail come to redeem the | 
Natipri. > 

*l^Hus, have I explained, thiefe fourteen 
great and important Prophecies of Ifaiah; tHc 
moft fubliriie in4 dcgant of all the Prophets ; 
and whp undoubtedly; delivered a far greater 
niinilber of Propliecics, relating to the future 

* — t 

redemption and f^lvation of Ifrael, than any 
of the other . Prophets. Hence, (as the 
learned Abarban>l obferves,) was he called^ 
as by the fpeclal applointment ^f Proyi^lfince, 
in^yey* Ifaiah: wbich may be retcj, a$ corii- 
poiinded of two words n» W^ T^efahdiion of 
the LORD : and as he fays of him^lf, on 
this fubjeft*. . **The , Lord haith a!nointed 
me, to publiih glad tidings to the meek : he 
hath fent me to bind up the broken hearted: 
• to proclaim freedom to the captives ; and %6 
the bounden perfedl liberty; To procIai};tf 
the year of acceptance with the L«ord ; a^d' 

N 2 N Afc^ 



. ^ Hai. 1x1. 1.2. Icc«* 
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the day of vengeance of^Qui: God. To com-* 

for t all thofe that mourn : to apply it to the 

mourners of Z ion,'* &c. . 

, From thefe fourteen great and important 

prophecies of this Prophet, which I have 

explained ; it is deraonfti-able, that the fol- 

• •' ' ." ' * 

lowing fourteen cffential principles, muft 

neceflarily take place, at the time of the fu- 

, tare redemption of the nat^ion. 

Thofe great events, as I have already 
ihewn.in the explanation of thefe prophecies; 
and as I.fhall farther prove in laying dowa 
.thofe principles, have never yet been fulfil- 

.l^d: not .at their return from Babylon ; nor . 
yet in the perfon of Jefus : the confequencc 
is, that they remain to be fulfilled, at the re- 
ftorationof the nation. 

The firft fundamental principle is, the 
vengeance which God will then take of the 
nations ; by ftirring them up, to war with ' 
ea^h other, in fuch a dreadful manner, that 
the , like hath never yet been ; as alfo with 
plagues and ^peftilence ; fire and brimftone, 

,.and horrible tcmpefts, &c, from heaven : as 
{hewn, in the third, fourth, fifth, fixth, fc- 
venth, eighth, ninth, eleventh, and four- 
teenth prophecies : But, as no fuch war took / 

" place/ 
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\ place, nor any fuch divine punifliments 
I * IniflilSted on the eiieWiies'bf the nation, at their 
return from the Babyloriifli captivity ; it is 
V mahifeft, thif this principle, was not thea 
! , accompliilifed. ' The fame objedlion lies a- 
I gainft the jperfon, and time of Jefus : whence 
it is demonftrable, that this principle remains 
to be fulfilled in the latter days, immediate* 
ly preceding the reftoration of the nation, by 
' the true Mefliah. 

The fecond principle is, that the venge- 
ance which will be takefi on Edom, and Botf- 
rah, (which is Home) will be far more 
dreadful, than that taken on any of the other 
naj^ns; and thofe that efcape qf them, will 
mot attain the fame happinefs which the other 
nations will, in regard to the light of trath, 
and the worfhip of the moft High : as (hewn 
in the fourth, fifth, fixth, and twelfth pro- 
phecies* This principle, it is manifeft from 
all hiftory, did not take place at their return 
from Babylon ; noi^ yet in the time of Jefus : 
whence it is manifeft, that it remains to be 
fulfilled in the latter days. 

The third .principle is, the redemption, re- 
ftoration, and ftlvatiort of Ifrael, that is then 
• • to 
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to take place: as fljc\yj[i ia tJ?P fecond, thirds 
, fourth, fixth,,fcvcntl]j, eighth, ninth, tenths 
. <5leventh, twelfth* thirteenth, aod fourteenth 
prophecies. r.Thi^.glpHctus r^ftpraf ion ofthe 
nation, it js well I^nowiij^hath n^vcf yet bech 
accompliflipd : fqr their,, return from /Baby- 
lon> was in no way conformable to what is 
predicted by the Propl^et in theie prophc9ies : 
for then, the outcalb of Ifrael, ^nd the dif* 
-perfcd of Judah, were not gathered together; 
as there was but a.fmall part that returned 
from. Babylon ; and thofe of the lower or- 
dcrs of the people only.; the ten tribes that 
were carried away by the king of Aflyria, 
did not return : neither did thofe of Ifrael 
and Judah, that were in Egypt, the land of 
Ammonand Moab, in Gaul and Spain, and 
divers other parts, return* How then can 
it be faid, that thofe great and glorious pro- 
mifcs which fpeak of the reftoration of the 
nation, were ever accomplifhed ? Does not 
the Prophet fpcak clearly and explicitly of 
the complete reftoration of the nation ? when 
he fays, (Chap, xxvii, 13.) "And it ihall 
come to pafs in that day, thp great trumpet 
fliall be founded ; and thofe fliall come ^Yho 
were perifliing in the land of Affyria, and 

wha 
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v^o were difpcrfcd in the land of Egypt :* 
jS^iid thcy'fliall bow thcmfelvcs to the Lord, 
^i the holy n^pu^jtain jji Jcrufalcm/' Again.;' 
i[Chapj xliii. c.) **Fcar thou npt, fori aq;i' 
mth thee: ffom the eaft I will bring thy 
children, and from the weft 1 will , gather 
thee together. I will fay to the north, give 
upV and Jtp the foutH withhold not : brin^ 
py fbns from afar ; ind my daughters from 
the end of the earth :" &c. ^elides a num« 
bcr of oth«;r paflaj^s, tp the fahie purport, . 
^1 which| i^ pianifeft proof, that it hath 
never yet bein ac'compliflicd ; arifi that it 
jTcmains to be fulfilled in the latter days. 

The fourth principle i§, that at the 'fu* 
turc redemption, the ten tribes that* were 
carried away captive, by Shalmanefer king of 
Aflyria, will return i as fhewn in the fecond, 
fifth, and eighth propliecies ; tut this, it is 
well known, did not take place at their re- 
turn from Babylon, as above fhewn. 

The fifth principle is, that the future re- 
dcmption * will be entirely cohformal)Ie to 
that of Egypt in every refpcft ; more efpeci- 
^Uy in their exad cpnformity in the follow* 
*hg particulars. Firft, that the wJbo/e nation 
vill be redeemed J and that not one of then^ 

.will 
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will remain behind ; in like manner, as npnH 
were left in Egypt; a? tjie Proptict\fays,'* 
(Chap, xxvli. 12.) '* And ye fliall he glca^- '\* 
ncd up, one by one, O'ye children of I(^,' 

. Second, that the natipns that* hold' tficiu .' 
in fubiedtion, or fliall prevent their return; ' 
will be utterly deftroyed, as was Pharaoh,' ' 
and the Egyptians in the red fta. , 

Third, that theif^ redemption^ will be by 
the hands of a great Prophet j eminent , for ; 
his prophetic fpirit, and the ftupendous mi* 
jacles that he will perform, as was Moies, 
who redeemed them frorn Egypt, *^ . 

Fourth, .that God will utterly, deftroy the 
tongue of the Egyptian fea, fq that tlierc 
will be an highway fer Ifrael, afe wheii they . 
came, up o^t ; of Egypt ,: as (hevva at f^^^^ 
in the fecend ami ninth prpphedes ; and 
which, is a demoriftration, tljat, thefe pro- 
phecies were not fulfilled at their return from 
Babylon; for. that did not refcmblc their . 
redemption frpm Egypt in any one parti- 
cular*, here mentioned : nay, in one parti- 
cular, it was diametrically' oppofite ^ fof > 

.when 

# See alfoVoU lit* pa^e nj. 
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wben they were redeemed from Egypt, ihey 
had the higheft fplritual felicity, bcftowed 
upon them : viz^ the ark of the covenant, 
the fplrit of prophecy, the Urim and 
Thumimi and the fire from heaven : but all 
thefe, were wanting in the fecond temple : 
as fliewn in Volume ift. page. 42:. And in 
my anfwer to Do(!ter Prieftley's iirft Letters 
to the Jews, page 46. 

As to what the generality of Chrlftian 
Writers affert, that it denotes the fpiritual 
call of the Gentiles at the coming of Chrift; 
is highly fallacious : becaafe, in the aforefaid 
fecond projphecyy the P'rophet fays; **Andf 
it fhall come to pafs in that day, (that) the 
LofeD fliall again put forth his hand the^^- 
tdfiJ ti/he, to recover the remnant bihispeo^ 
pie; which /hall remaki, frotn Affyria,^' &c. 
Whence, it is clear to demonftration, that 
as the Prophet calls the future Redemption, 
xht fecond time i and that it isVto recover ibis 
people i it can apply to none elfe, but thofe 
that had already onee before been fo redeem- 
ed : and as the Prophet fays in the fame pro- 
phecy, ** And h6 (hall gather the outcaffs 
of Ifrael, and the difperfed of Judah will he 
Vol. II. O : colled: 
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colledt, from the four extremities of tiae 
earth. * " And the jealoufy of Ephraim fhall 
ceafe ; and the enmity of Judah fliall be no 
more :" 8cc. Agreeable to what the Prophet 
Ezekicl fays*, when fpeaking of the union 
of the two kingdoms of Ifracl and Judah, un- 
der the Meffiah, at the future redemption ; 
(as will be /hewn at large in the explanation 
of that prophecy) all which fliews that, it is 
impoflible to underftand it in any other /cnfe, 
but as denoting the future reftoration of the 
nation, in like manner as they were redeem- 
ed from Egypt, 

The fixth principle is, that God hath ap- 
pointed a certain and determinate time^ for 
the Redemption of his people ; and which, 
on its arrival, will not by any means, be pre- 
vented from taking place 5 no, not though 
there {hould be a great number of finners 
and tranfgreflbrs among them : for the fin- 
ners will be cut oiF; they will be numbered 
to the fword, and the (laughter : and the 
righteous, will be brought to the holy land, 
and enjoy every good : as (hewn in th^ 
fourth^ fixth, eleventh, twelfth, and thir- 
teenth 

* £zek* x2ucvii. 32. 
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teenth prophecies ; and which hath never yet 
been fulfilled. 

The feventh principle is, that the Future 
Redemption is not to take place till after a 
great kngth of time ; for they are not to be 
vifited, till after many days; fo that they will 
almoft defpair of ever being redeemed : as 
fhewn at large, in the explanation of the 
fourth, feventh, and ninth prophecies. 

The eighth principle is, that at their fu- 
ture Redemption, the Stecibinab, or vifiblc 
iymbol of the Divine prefence, will be again 
reftored to them, as it was in the tabernacle, 
and the firft temple : the fpirit of Prophecy, 
will likewife be reftorod to them : and the 
whole earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord ; as (hewn in the fecond, thirds 
mnthy and eleventh prophecies : but none 6f 
thcfe events took place at their return from 
Babylon ; nor yet in the time of Jefus ; 
whence it is manifefl, that they remain to be 
fulfilled. 

The ninth principle is, that at the future 
Redemption, thofe that have apoftatized du- 
ring this long and dreadful captivity^ either 
dirough fear, on account of the fearful per- 
fccutions raifcd againft them j or for any o- 

O 2 thcr 
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ther caufe : or who had their children takosi 
from thcm*5 and were thus mingled among, 
the nations ; will all be reftored to th^^ na-^ 
tion : as fhewn in the explanation of the fe- 
venth and eleventh prophecies. And th^ 
fame fays Mofes ; as /I^ewn at lar^, in his 
firft prophecy : and it would be only waft- 
ing of time, to ftiew that this princjplc was 
not fulfilled at their return from Babylon. 

Thfi tenth principle is, that at the future 
redemption, a king of the lineage oL Dbvid,.' 
and called by his name, will reign ovcr^thc 
whole nation : as fhewn in the explanation, 
of the {econd, and feventh prophecies : but 
nothing of this took place during the conti* 
nuAnce of the fecond temple : for then, therc^ 
was no king of the houfe of David : but on^* 
ly of the Afmoneans, and the Herodians ; 
whence it is demonftrable, that this princi- 
ple was not th^n fulfilled. 

The eleventh principle is, that after the fu- 
ture Redemption, of which the feveral Fro* 
phcts have prophecicd 5 they never will ;go 
into captivity more 5 neither they, nor their 
pofterity for ever; bepaufe, God will circum- 

ciiQ 

f See Vol. Ill, p. 30V 32. 
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ciyic- their hfeart; fo that they will no more 
return to fin and folly : but will for ever 
continue righteous j they therefore, will for 
ever inherit the land : as ihewn in the fourth^ 
ninth, tenth> eleventh, twelfth, and thir- 
teenth prophecies. But this, it is clear from 
all hiftory, was never fulfilled at their return 
from Babylon : for it is well known^ th^t 
during the time of the fpcond temple, they 
were exceedingly wicked ; committing tha 
moft enormous crimes of robbery, murder^ 
Sec. to which may be added, the falfe, and 
heretical opinions, that thefi prevailed among 
them ; and which, was the cauie of the to- 
tal ruin of their common wealth ; and of 
dieir being carried into this long and dread- 
ful captivity 5 where they have not to this 
hour, expiated their numerous crimes : and 
it is needlefs to fhew that, it hath not been 
accomplifhed at any other time. 

The twelfth principle is, that after the 
future Redemption, the great majority of the 
nations that will then be left, will acknow- 
ledge the Unity of God; will ferve and 
worfliip him ; and earneftly defire, to be in- 
fi:ru(fled in his Law : as fhewn at large, in 
the firft, third, fcventh, and eleventh pro- 

phecies j 
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phecios 5 but no fuch thing, hath ever yet 
come to pafs j not at their return from the 
Babyloniih captivity; nor yet, at the ap-^ 
pearancc of Jefus ; whence, it is manifeft, 
that it remains to be fulfilled at the future 
rcftoration of the nation, by the true Mefft- 
ah. 

The thirteenth principle is^ that then 
peace will reign in all the earth ; and that fo 
completely, as to induce them to deftroy the 
very weapons of war : as fhewn at large in 
the explanation of the firft, fecond, and thir- 
teenth prophecies. But as no fuch univer- 
fal peace, has ever yet been enjoyed by the 
world ; but on the contrary, the fword hath 
fcarcely been flieathed fince the delivery of 
this prophecy ; as I have fliewn at large in 
the explanation of the fecond prophecy. 
Whence it is demonftrable, that this promife 
remains to be fulfilled at the coming of the 
true Meffiah, 

The fourteenth prinqiple is, that about the 
time of the future redemptibn, the refurrec- 
tton of the dead will take place ; as fliewn 
in the fourth, fifth, and fourteenth prophe- 
cies : more efpecially in the fifth ; where I 
have pointed out, not only the form and 

manner 
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manner of the refurredion ; but alfo the end 
and purpofe that is to be efFedtcd by this 
great and fiupendous miracle. But no one, 
will be fo hardy, as to prefume to afTert that, 
this hath at all been accompliflbed : not at 
their return from Babylon ; nor yet at the 
time of Jcfus : whence it is manifeft, that 
this important principle, as well as all the 
others above mentioned, remain to be fulfil- 
led at the future reftoration of the nation, by 
&e hands of the true MeiHah. 



DISSERTATION IV. 

T&e Prophecies of Jeremidb. 

T^HE fourth who prophecied concerning 
the future redemption, happinefs, and 
falvation of the nation, was, Jeremiah the 
^n of Hilkiah i and from whofe writings, t 
(hall fele«5t fuch prophecies, as fpeak in a 
clear, and unequivocal manner, of their re- 
ftoration ; and the happinefs they are to 
enjoy under a prince of the houfe of David, 

The firft prophecy commences verfc 1 4th, 

of 
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of Chapter iiid. and is continued to the end 
of the fecond verfe of chapter ivth. 

The Prophet having been conimanded to 
addrefs the ten tribes, as in verfe 12. 13 • 
*'Go and proclaim thefe words towards the 
north*, and fay, Return, O thou backfliding 
Ifrael, faith the Lord ; (and) I will not let 
my wrath fall upon you $ for I am merciful 
faith the Lord ; (and) I will not referve 
wrath for ever,'" &c. Now proceeds to fpcak 
of their future redemption; verfe 14, '*Re- 
turn, O ye backfliding children, faith the 
Lord; fori am married to you:'' The Pro • 
phet here reminds them of that fpct:h{ con-» 
tradl, that folemn ebvenant, vvhich. God had 
made with them aforetime ; whereby hq en^ 
gaged to be their God, and to take them for 
his peculiar people: and, as he had faithfully 
fulfilled the covenant on his part, he earncftly 
defires them to return to their duty, when th^ 
ihall find him as kind to them, as heretofore/ 
^s in the latter merhber of the verfe, and 

verfe 

• This denofes AfTyria and Media, which lay to Ac 
fiorth of Jiidca, where the ten tribes were difpofed of 1^ thlp 
king of Aflyria, who carried them into captivity; 
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verfc 15th. "And I wiJl take you one out 
of a city, and two out of a family, and I will 
bring you to Zion. And I will . give you 
ihepherds after mine own heart, and they 
/hall feed you with knowledge and under- 
ftanding/* Not like Jeroboam, Ahab, and 
the other wicked kings of Ifrael ; who taught 
them all manner of wickednefs : but they 
will be of the feed of David ; of whom it is 
faid, (i Sam, xiii, 14.) "The JLord hath 
fought him a man after his own heart, and 
the Lord hath appointed him (to be) ruler 
over his people." Such will thefc rulers be: 
and therefore, they will not lead the people 
to the commiflion of idolatrv, as did thofe 
wicked kings, that were not of the houfe of 
David 5 but they will teach them knowledge 
and under {landing J foas to ferve the Lord 
faithfully. 

The Prophet proceeds, verfc i6th, **And 
it fhall be, when ye fhall have multiplied and 
increafed in the land, in thofe days faith the 
Lord, they (hall no more fay, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, nor fhall it come to 
mind*, nor fhall they remember it, neither 

• Heb. It ihall noc afcend on the heart. 

Vol II. P (kali 
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fhall they vifit it, nor fhall (that) be done 
any more." This paffage has greatly per- 
plexed the Commentators, fome* of whom 
have fuppofed, that it denotes, that the ark 
is not to be reftored at the future redemption 
of the nation I and which feems to be found- 
ed on that falfe ^and abfurd hypothefis, that 
this prophecy relates to their call into the 
Ch^ian Church, than which, nothing can 
be farther from the real intent and purport 
of this prophecy j ^, will be fliewn in the 
fequcl. I ftiall now til^ the liberty to ftate, 
what to me appears to be the real fenfe of 
the paffage. From the language of the Pro- 
phet, it is clear, that it was not his intention 
to inform us that at the future redemption 
the ark would not be reftored ; but to fhew, 
that as the nation during the continuance of 
the firft and fccond temples, were exceeding- 
ly wicked j and that their fanftity wholly 
confifted in the oaths which they took in 
-the temple, before the afk, or the altar j as 
Solomon fays, i King. viii. 31. &c, "If a- 
oy man ircfpafs againft his neighbour, and 

• Dr. Blaney* in h« Notes on Jcrem. in Loc* 
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an oath be laid upon hin; to caufe him to 
fwear, and the oath come before thine altar 
in this houfej Then hear thpu in heaven," 
&c. The Prophet therefore informs us, that 
when God fhall have taken them, one out 
of a city, and two out of a family, and brought 
them to Jerufalem, at the time of the re«P 
demption, and given them fhepherds to in- 
£tr\x6k them in knowledge and underftanding, 
and not in fin and cupidity; that then, they 
will not only fear the Lorp, and worfhipr 
him in iincerity and truth, while they are 
few in number, juft returned from captivi- 
ty ; but that even after they ihall have greats 
ly increafed and multiplied in the land, they 
will not forget the merciful dealings of the 
Lord with them; as Mofes obferved they 
would do: (Deut. vi. 25.) **When thou 
ihall beget children, and childrens children, 
and fhalt have remained long io the land, and 
fhall corrupt yourfelves," S^c. But they will 
not then do fo ; for they fhall no more fay^ 
The ark of the covenant of the Lord ; and 
which refers to the (hepherds : that is, theyj^ 
the fhepherds, fhall no more terrify the con- 
tending parties ; by admoqifhing them, to 
be afraid of fwearing before the ark, rn which 

P » is 
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is the covenant of the Lord ; nor will ft 
come to the mind of any of the parties thcm- 
felves, to fay, let us fear the ark of the co- 
venant of God : nor will it be remembered, 
in regard of the oath that ufed to be taken 
before it; nor fhali it be vifited for that pur- 
pofe : nor fhall that be done any more : they 
no more will trefpafs againft each other; and 
confequentjy, will not be obliged to fwear ; 
bccaufe the children of Ifrael, will all then 
be righteous ;ind juft.; fo that, ** At that 
time they ihall call Jerufaleyii the throne, of 
the Lord:*' And the confequence will be, 
** And all nations fhall refort to it, to the 
name of the Lord, in Jerufalem : and they 
(Ifrael) (Iiall not walk any more after the 
lufting of their evil heart." And therefore, 
they will no more fm againft each other, and 
confequently, they will have no neceility to 
go before the ark ; to l\vear concerning the 
trefpafs. 

The Prophet then proceeds to (peak of 
the return of the ten tribes from the north : 
and the reunion of the kingdoms of Ifrael, 
and their joint participation in the happinefS 
of the tcue Meffiah's kingdom : as in verfe 
i8th. **In thofe days thall the houfe of Ju- 

dah 
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dah walk vvith*^ thehoufe of ilrael, and thev 
fhall come together out of the north coun- 
try, unto the land which I gave for an inhe- 
ritance to your fathers." 

The Prophet then proceeds to recount 
God's mercy and kindncfs, towards them, 
and the ill return that they made to fuch 
goodnefs, by their apoftafy, Sec. verfe 19th* 
&c. ** And when I faid. How fliall I place 
thee among children, and give unto thee the 
defirable land, the inhcritanceof the glory of 
hofts of nations ? But I faid. Thou flialt call 
me. My father ; and thou flialt not turn a- 
iide from following me/* The Supreme Be- 
ing, is here reprefented, as faying to himfelf, 
when the nation was in bondage in Egypt, 
** How {hall I place thee as children,'* &c. 
Ye now are flaves to the Egyptians, in the 
loweft ftate of deo^radation : how then, can I 
think of exalting you to fo high a degree, as 
to make you children of the Lord God^ 
But I iaid, •* Thou flialt call me, my father," 

• The Hebrew is 7^ which literally fignlfies ufon^ ovtr^ 
&c. and denotes that the houfe of Judah (liall then reign 
ever the houfe of Ifracl ; fo that they will all be goverrled by 
one head of the houfe of David, as foretold elfewhere, by 
this Prophet and others ; Sec Ghap. xxiii. 6. xxx. 9. liai* 
xi. X. 5cc. Ezck.xxxvii. 22. &Hofta, i. 11. 

&C. 
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ice. If I bring them forth from bondage j 
adopt them for my children ; and give them 
fuch a glorious inheritance : they, no doubt, 
will be true, faithful, and obedient children 
to me, and will not turji afide from follow-- 
ingme : but it did not prove fo^ for, (verf? 
jtoth.) ^*Surely (as) a wife treacheroufly de-^ 
parteth from her hulband, fo have ye dealt 
treacheroufly with me, O houfe of Ifrael, 
faith the LoRi//* But^ notwithftandingj 
that they have thus grievoufly finacd again ft 
me > yet, will I he^r their penitent prayer, 
when making confefHoQ of their fins ^ verfe 
2 1 ft. ** A voice hath been heard upon thp 
high places, weeping and fupplications of 
the children of Ifrael \ becaufe they have per- 
verted their way, they have forgotten the 
Lord their God; (Thou didft fay) Return, 
O ye backfliding children, and I will heal 

your backflidings. Behold, we come untQ 

thee, for thou art the Lord our God." We 
therefore are returned unto thee, as thou haft 
defired us ; and finccrely acknowledge the 
vanity of our mifplaced truft; verfe 23d, &c. 
Surely it is vain (to hope for falvation) from 
tiie hills, or the multitude of the mountains; 
verily in the Lord our God is the falvatiou 

of 
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of Ifracl. But (the idol) Bofheth* hath 
devoured the labour of our fathers from our 
youth; their Iheep^ and their bulls, their 
ions and their daughters." And, as we have 
taken faft hold of their wicked ways, " Wc 
lie down in our (hame, and our confufion co- 
vcreth us : for we have finned againft the 
Lord our God, we and our fathers, from 
our youth even unto this day, ^nd have not 
obeyed the voice of the LoRO our God." 
This being the confeflion of the Ifraclites j 
they are anfwercd as follows. Chap. iv. verib 
ift* "If thou wilt return, O Ifrael, faith 
the Lord, unto me (halt thou return;" Yfc 
have no neceflity for a mediator^ or media^ 
tors, to intercede in behalf of you ; but ye 
fliall return immediately to me. *' And if 
thou wiltput away thine abominations froni 
before me, then (halt thou not be removed :** 
Shalt then no more go into captivity. **But 
thou fhalt fwcar, (as) the Lord liveth in 
truth, in Judgment, and in righteoufnefs;'* 
Not as yc now Avear falfely ; as the Prophet 

* Thif it fuppofed to be the idoi Baal ; and is called 
nti^S which denotes Jbame: becaufe it fruflrates, and puts 
to (hame all the hopes of its votaries, as nientioned in the 
billowing verfc. 

fay? 
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£ays elfcwherc, (Chap. v. 2.) " But though 
they fay, (as) the Lord livcth, furely they 
will fwear falfely." But ye fhali only fwear 
to the ftrid: truth of the matter; then will 
ye be in fo exalted a ftate of blelTedncfs, that, 
** The nations fhall blefs themfeives in him, 
and in him (hall they glory/' For then the 
nations will all follow after Ifrael, as the 
Prophet fays, (Zechariah. viii. 23.) ** Say- 
ing, We wjll go with you : for we have 
heard ^that) God is with you/* 

According to this explanation of the pro- 
phecy, it contains four fundamental truths. 
Firft, that the future redemption will not 
take place, till after they have been fcattcred 
in all parts, and greatly decreafed ; owing to 
the great length of this dreadful captivity ; 
fo that they will be gathered one out of a ci- 
ty, and two out of a family. This agrees 
with the feventh principle contained in the 
prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, that after their redemption, thej^" 
w ill attain the higheft degree of fanftity and 
piety j and -will no more fall into fin, by fol- 
lowing the evil imaginations of tl^icir luflful 
heart. This agrees with the eleventh prin-'^ 
ciple of the prophecies of Ifaiah, 

Third, 



ON ^HE PROPHECIES. u^ 

Third, all nations will then be converted 
to the faith of Ifrael ; as mentioned verfc 
17th, " And all nations fhall rcfort to it in 
the name of the Lord.*' This agrees with 
the t'welfth principle of the prophecies of 
Ifaiah. 

Fourth, the redemption and falvation of 
both Ifrael and Judah; as in verfe 18th, and 
which agrees with the third and fourth prin- 
ciples of Ifaiah. Theie principles, it is ma« 
nifeft have never been fulfilled, not at their 
return from Babylon : and much lefs in the 
time of Jefus : though Dr. Blaney obferves 
oh the expreffion*, "And I will take you one 
out of a city, &c, "This undoubtedly re« 
lates to their call into the Chriilian Church, 
into which they were brought, not all at a 
time, nor in a national capacity, but feveral- 
ly as individuals, here and there one." And 
in fupport of this opinion, he cites ffai. xxvii^ 
12. ** And ye Ihall be gathered one by one, 
O ye fons of Ifrael." This, may perhaps 
be what the Authors of the new and metrical 
Tranflations, mzy q^XX found criticifm i but I 
am fure, it is not truth : it is not dealing fair- 
ly by the word of God, thus to torture and 

• Notes on Jcrm. iii. 14, 

VoL.'IL Q^ wreff 
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wreft it from its true fenfe and meaning, in 
order to fupport a certain fyftem ; and to 
which, every thing is rendered fubfervienty 
without any regard had as to its relation to 
the fubjed ; as is clearly the cafe at prefent. 
For in the firfl: plqce, let us inquire, who 
thofejews were that embraced Chriftianity; 
as alfo at what time, where, and when ? If 
the Dr. means the time of Jefus, or the firfl: 
preaching of the Gofpel, I mufl: tell him as 
I have told Dr. Prieflley*, That Jefus tpad? 
but few converts, and thofe chiefly from a- 
mong the lower clafs of the nation. And 
is it to fuch as theie, a tew of the fcum and 
refufe of the nation, that the words of the 
Prophet can apply ? Is it to thefe that the 
Prophet fays, I will take you one out of a ci* 
ty, and two out of a family, and bring you 
to Zion ; where they are to have rulers ac- 
cording to God's own heart, &c. They arc 
alfo to multiply, &c^ They are not to return 
to Jin any more : and laftly, the whole houfc 
of Judah IS to walk with the houfe of Ifrael; 
they are to come together from the north 
country, to inherit the land; this furely 

• Letters to Dr, Priefticy, in anfwer to bis Letters 
tg Che JewS| part II<i. p. 70. 

meaQ« 
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incans their reftoration in a national capaci- 
ty ; and which the Dr. acknowledges muft 
literally be accompliihed in due time: it 
therefore, is demonftrablc that, this prophe-' 
cy, can by no means apply to thofe few that 
apoftatized at the time of Jefus, or the firft 
preaching of the GofpeK And with ftill 
lefs propriety, can it be applied to thofe that 
have apoftatized during this Jong and dread- 
ful captivity ; becaufe they did not embrace 
Chriftianity voluntarily : for thofe that on 
account of the numberlefs maflacrcs, perfc- . 
cutions, and baniihments, which the nati- 
on fufFcrcd, had not fufEcient fortitude to 
fupport them, and therefore fecmed toapof- 
tatize, and pretended to embrace Chriftian- 
ity ; yet, in theirs, they fecretly adhered to 
the true faith, and law ot Mofes ; and fuch, 
arc at this day called among us, D^D^J^{ T6e 
compelled: becaufe, they ad: by compulfion: 
for as foon as they can by any means ekape 
from the Popifli countries, they inftantly re- 
turn to Judaifm, as I have mentioned Vol. 
Ift, page 1 8, note 2d. 

Is it then to fuch, as we perhaps once in 
a century, hearof one embracing Chriftiani- 
ty, that the Dr. wiihes to apply this prophe- 

0^2 cy \ 
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cy ? if he docs, I mufl tell him freely, that> 
he either hath deceived himfelf, or means to 
impofc on his readers : for before he at- 
tempted to build an hypothefis on the con- 
vcrfion of fuch converts ; he ought to 
have been fully acquainted with the motives 
of their converfion ; he then would have 
found, that religion had no fliare in it ; reli- 
gion was quite out of the queflion : it was a 
little of the Chriftians money that they want- 
ed ; that was all. Thofc Jews, were poor 
both in money and religion : the Chriftians 
were rich, and withal had good ftore of 
faith ; and always hot in the purfuit of that 
Don Quixote fcheme, of making profely- 
teSj and converting the wiole worid to Chrift- 
ianity, either by force, or perfwafion ; the 
linoft: efficacious of which, is by the power 
of gold : of this, thefe unprincipled impof- 
ters were fully apprifcd, and determined to 
turn it to their account : they therefore^ 
with much feeming hypocrify, pretended to 
embrace Chriftianity; but as foon as they 
could conveniently get away, after they had 
pocketed the money, they immediately for- 
fook Ghriftianity. Of this, I can produce a 
pumberofinilances, if it was neceffary; and 

I am 






ON THE PROPHECIES^ i^f 

I. am free to aflert, that there is fcarccly an 
inftancc of a Jew ever having embraced 
Chriftianity on the pure principles of religi- 
on*: but merely from interefted motives* 

From 

• I knew one pcrfonally well, who had apoftatized, and 
hecn baptized in catholic countries, no lefs than five times ; 
by which means, he got a pretty (um of money* One time, 
his holinefs the Pope, flood god-fathrr to him^ I have alfe 
in my poiTeflion, the hiftory of another of thefe adventurous 
knights, who, after being baptized in France, Poland, and 
Rui&a, fuccefsfoUy pra^iied a few years back, the fame trick 
on the late Countcfs of Huntingdon ; and fo artful were 
thofe impoftors, (father and fon) that they made the poor 
Lady, as well as a number of her fricnd5, fondly believe, that 
aconfiderable progrefs had been made in my (onoferjionyhj 
means of the fan ; (who had been introduced to me, by one 
of our nation, under the pretence of attaining a thorough 
knowledge of the facred Language ; and earnefily entreated 
me, ' to difpel the many erroneous notions that he m«fl un« 
doubtedly have imbibed^ and give him a more adequate idea, 
of the true fenfe and value of facred writ.'*) and that as foon 
as my converfion was effected, that of the whole nation, 
would follow of courfe; and fo credulous were thcfc infatu- 
ated zealots, and enthuliafls, that they eagerly fwallowed the 
bait, and a^ually fufnilhed this arch impoftor with money 
and books, in order to promote fo good a caufe : thus they 
went fwimroitigly on for feme time, till the father having 
made a pretty fwindle of about eighteen hundred pounds; of, 
and by the credit of his fpirltual friends and patrons, all of a 
fadden difappeared, and the whole was difcovered : I then 
had viCts from fcvcral of the injured parties, by which, I be- 
• came 
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From all which, it is^manifefl, that this pro- 
phecy has not the moft diftant relation to 
any fuch things as the pretended convcrlion 
. of the Jews to Chriftianity ; ^s I am confi- 
dent, that not one 'of all the Prophets, ever 
had any fuch thing in view : but the fole 
purport of this prophecy is, toforetel the r«T 
turn of the ten tribes, as well as the other 
part of the nation ; and their being formed 
together into one kingdom, under a prince 
pf the houfe of David • and which will be^„ 
after they have been fcattercd in all parts, 
and but few true believers left among them : 
and which is the real caufc of their being 
thus gathered one out of a city, and two out 
of a family ; bccaufe, there will then be fo 
few deferving the nartie of Jews, left among 
them : as all the wicked, apoftate, and pre- 

came acquainted wUh the whole fcheme, as laid at the Spa 
Chapel : and to my fliame be it fpoken, I was fa wicked, as 
in ironical terms to chide them gently, for their eager purfuit 

of the wild chimera of making profelytcs, 1 had alfoa 

meifage from the poor deluded Lady H~, defiring I would 
be fo kind as to wait on her, whether for my converfion, or 
to be better informed concerning the impofture, I cannot tell; 
as her laft illnefs, which juft then took place, and her death 
Tvhich followed foon after, prevented tne intcrviewt 

tended 
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tended Jews, will be cut off, and dcftroyed 
by the troubles and afflictions, that will take 
place in the world, immediately preceding 
the reftoration of the nation, by the true 
Meffiah ; as I have already fliewn in the ex- 
planation of this prophecy, and thofe of Ifai- 
ah* 

An to the quotation from Ifai. xxvii, 12. 
which the Dr. has adduced in lupport of his 
hypothcfis, is not in the lead applicable to 
the fubjciS ; as I have fhcwn in the expla- 
nation of that prophecy. Sec Vol. Ift. page 
210. &;c. 

The fecond prophecy commences vtrCe ifl: 
of Chapter xxiiid, and is continued to the 
end of vcrfe 8th, of the fame. 

The purport of this prophecy is, to ex- 
claim againft the wicked kings of Ifrael and 
judah, who by their wickedncfs, and the 
enormous crimes they committed, were the 
caufe of the deftrudtion and difperfion of the 
nation, in like manner, as the evil minded 
ihepherds deftroy and fcatter the flock, in- 
Itead of keeping and prefcrving them, as is 
their duty to do : and therefore, the Prophet 
fays unto them, verfe i fl. ** Wo to the fhep- 
herds that deftroy and fcatter the flieep of 

niy 
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my pafturc, faith the Lord. Therefore thus 
. faith the ^ord God of Ifrael concerning the 
fhcphcrds that feed my people; Yehavefcat- 
tcred my flock, and driven them away, and 
have not taken care of them :" Ye did not 
take care to lead them in the paths of right- 
eoufnefs; and therefore, " Behold, I will vi- 
fit upon you the evil of your doings, faith the 
Lord.'^ And which denotes the juft Judg-* 
ments which God brought upon fcvcral or 
thofe wicked kings ; fomc of whoni were 
flain by their enemies ^ others of them, by 
their fervants, &c. 

He farther informs us that there will yet 
come a time, when God will gather the rem- 
nant of his flock from all the countries, where 
they have been caft to, during the captivity; 
and will caufe them to return to their own 
land, as aforetime : verfe 3d, ** But I will 
gather the remnant of my fleck, from all the 
countries whither I have driven them ; and 
I will bring them back to their own fold :" 
And, as by the length of the captivity, and 
the dreadful perfccutions which they fuiFe- 
red ; and the troubles and afflidtions brought 
upon thehi, they will be left but few in num- 

ber. 
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bcr i as i% mentioned in the preceding pro« 
phccy : and as the Prophet Ifaiah faid, (xvii. 
6.) ** Two or three berries on the top of the 
uppcrmoft l>ough;'* &c, he therefore tells 
us, '^ And they (hall be fruitful and fhall 
, piultiply«'' So as to increafe far beyond what 
they were aforetime. 

And^ as Ifrael will abide many days with- 
put a king^ and without a princi^*; the Pro- 
phet aflures us^ that God will reftore their 
kings and Judges as aforetime ; verfe 4th. 
^' And I will raife up fhepherds over them, 
who (hall feed them, and they {hall not fear 
^y ipore, nor be difmayed, nor (hall they be 
sniiling, faith the Lord/' Not one of them 
ihall be xpifllng after they are fettled in the 
land, and have multiplied and increafed 
therein : neither by wars, npr by captivity, 
any more. 

And as the Prophet prophefied in general 
$erms, of two important events ; viz, the 
reftoration of the nation, and the eftablifh- 
ment of their government; he now proceeds 
to fpeak more diftindtly of thefe promifes. 
And firfl, in regard to the king, hp fays, 

* Hofea. iii. 4. 

Vo|* II • R verfcs 
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vcrfes 5th, & 6th. -Behold the days aro 
coming, faith the Lord, that I will raifc up 
to David a righteous branch, and a king fhall 
reign and acft wifely; and fhall execute Judg- 
ment and Jufticc in the land. In his days 
Judah fhall be faved, and Ifracl fliall dwell in 
fafety : and this is the name that the Lord 
jfhall call him, our righteoufnefs/' This 
defcription of the Mefliah, pcrfeftly, agrees 
with that given of him by the Prophet Ifai- 
ah*: for t&e righteous branchy correfponds 
with, " But there fhall fpring forth a rod 
from the flem of Jeffe." And who is to re- 
ilorc the regal flate of the houfe of David ; 
as fhpwn Vol. Ift. page j^. Agreeable to 
which, the Prophet fays here, " And a king 
fhall reign:'* Ifaiah fays, " And the fpirit of 
the Lord fhall refl upon him, the fpirit of 
wifdom and underflanding.** and Jeremiah 
fays, ^'he fliall aft wifely." Ifai. "He will 
judge the poor with righteoufndfs, and with 
equity will he reprove the meek of the earth. 
Jerem. *^And he fhall execute Judgment and 

* See the Second proj>hccy of Ifai. Vol. Ift. pag^ 
73. &c. 

juflice 
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juftice in the land." Ifai. fays, " And it 
ihall come to pafs in that day, (that) the 
Lord fhall again put forth his hand a fe- 
cond time to recover the remnant of his peo- 
pie, Sec, 'And he fhall gather the outcafts 
of Ifrael, and the difperfed of Judah will he 
collcdt," &c. j'erem. fays, "In his days Ju- 
dah (hall be faved, and Ifrael /hall dwell in 
fafety." And which, as I have already fhewn, 
denotes the union of the two kingdoms of 
Ifrael and Judah; confequently, the entire re- 
floration of the nation. 

To which, Jeremiah adds the pame of the! 
Mefliah, that the Lord fhall call him. Our 
RIGHTEOUSNESS : as by the example of his 
virtuous life and adtions^ he will lead the na« 
tion into the paths of righteoufnefs, and thus 
be the means of their falvation; contrary to 
the manners of the wicked fhepherds, who 
deftroyed and fcattered the fheep. 

Secondly, in regard to the redemption of 
the nation, he fays.. ** Therefore, behold the 
days (fhall) come, faith the Lord, when 
they fhall no more fay, (as) the Lord liv- 
eth, who brought up the children of Ifrael 
out of the land of Egypt : But, (as) the LoRDi 
liveth, who brought up, and who conducted 

R 2 the 
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the feed of the houie of Ifrael from the north 
countries whither I had driven them, that 
they might dwell in their own land/' Af- 
ter their future refforation, they will nx> more 
fwear by the Lord as their deliverer from 
the Egyptian bondage; but as him whahad 
delivered them from a much more calami- 
tous fituation, after they had been difperfed 
through all countries^ andfufFered fuch cru<* 
el and dreadful perfecutions, as no nation c^ 
ver fufFered ; and that> for fb many hundred 
years> as almofl to deipair of ever being re« 
deemed : the latter deliverance will there-' 
fore, be {<> mUch the more iniportant and 
wonderful^ as to fwallow up all remem* 
brance of the former redemption • 

From our explanation of this prophecy, 
the five following fundamental principles^ 
are deducible. Firft» that God will turn the 
captivity of his people, and aflcmble his dif. 
perfed i as in verfe 3d. ** I will gather the 
remnant of my flock from all the countries 
whither I have driven them :" And which 
agrees with the th'rd principle of the pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, that their redemption will not 
take place, till after they have been greatly 

dimin* 
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diminiflied in the captivity : and therefore^ 
the Prophet makes ufe of the expreffion, the 
remnant of my flock i bccaufc there will be 
but a fmall remnant of them left ; and there- 
fore tells us, that after they are brought back 
to their own fold, then ** They fliall be fruit- 
ful and fhall multiply ;" And which agrees 
with xhtfeventb principle of Ifaiah* 

Third, that the ten tribes that were car- 
ried away captive by the king of Aflyria to 
the north, will then return, as mentioned 
verie 8th. *^And who conduced the feed of 
the houfe of Ifrael from the north country"* 
Which agrees with the fourth principle of 
Ifaiah. 

Fourth, that at the future reftoration, of 
the nation, a king of the hQufe of David will 
reign over them ; and which agrees with the 
tenth principle of Ifaiah . 

Fifth, that they (hall not go into captivity 
any more; as mentioned verfe 4th. *• So 
that they (hall not fear any more^ nor be 
difmayed, nor (hall they be mifling, faith 
the Lord". And which agrees with the 
eleventh principle of liaiah. 

Now, it is well known from all hillory^ 

both facred and profane, that none of thole 

^ ^ great 
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great and important promifes were ever 
fulfilled at their return from Babylon; and 
much lefs, can it be faid that, they were ac* 
compli(hed in, or by Jefus ; for in his days, 
the ten tribes were not reftorcd ; confe- 
quently, that great and wonderful deliver* 
ance of the w/jo/e nation, that is to fwallow 
up all remembrance of their former redemp- 
tion from Egypt, did not take place : nei- 
ther did he ever reign ovier the nation during 
the fliort period of his miniftry, as it is call- 
ed ; it therefore is demonftrable^ that he could 
not be that king of the houfe of David, that 
righteous branch, that the Prophet fpcaks 
of, that was to reign over them, aft wife- 
ly, and execute Judgment and jufticc in the 
earth. 

And, I Would willingly be informed, how 
it is poffiblc to apply the following great and 
glorious promifes to Jefus ? **In his days Ju- 
dah fhali be faved, and Ifrael (hall dwell in 
fifety." And as the Prophet fays verfc 4th. 
"So that they fhall not fear any more, nor 
be difmayed, nor fhall they be miffing faith 
the Lord/' Which promifes, denote the 
temporal happinefs they are to enjoy under 
the reign of the true Meffiah j and that they 

fhould 
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{hould not go into captivity any more. And 
now, I muft take the liberty to alk the moft 
zealous defenders of Chriftianity, whether 
they dare aflcrt that, thefe promifes were ever 
fulfilled by, or in the perfon of Jefus? Nay, 
fo far were they from being fulfilled in his 
time? that during his whole life, they were 
rent by faiflion : and being in fubjedtion to 
the Roman power, great part of their policy 
was abolifhed, and the Roman eftabliflicd 
in* its ftead : the power of life and death 
was taken out of their hand -f; and the High 
Prieft changed year after year, at the arbitrary 
will of the Roman Procurator J. Thus, 

• Prideaux's Connect. Part. ad. Book 9: pnge 305, 
f Ibkl. t Ibid. 312. Where we find 

that Valerius Gratus changed the high Priefts four different 
times in the fmall fpace of four years ; for having (irft rcnnov- 
cd Annas after he had hjen fifteen years in the office, he fub- 
ilitutcd Ifnnael, the fon of Fabus in his place. But the next 
year after, being difplcafcd with this choice, he removed If- 
niael, and promoted Eleazar the fon of Annas whom he had , 
fo lately depofed. In about a year, he removed him alfo, 
and made Simon the fon of Camith High prieft in his ftead : 
hut he continued in this office no longer than his predcccffor. , 
For, the next year, the fame Gratus appointed Jofcph fur, 
named Caiaphas, the fon in Law of Annas above mention- 
ed, to facceed Camith, See alfo Joleph, a^tiq. B. x/iii. 
C« iiid. 

they 
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they contjinued declining, til) about forty 
years after his death , Jerufalepi was taken^ 
and deftroyed by the Romans : the natjion car- 
ried into captivity, and an end put to their 
government and policy; and which they have 
never been able to recover to this day. Fronx 
all which, it is manifeft to demonflration^ 
that thefe great and glorious promifcs were 
never fulfilled in his perfon ; and that con-? 
fequently, he could nor be the perfon pre-? 
difted by the Prophet. And, it is equally 
manifeft from the exprefs word$ of the Pro- 
phet, as well as thofe of the other Prophets, 
that the wAole nation is to return from their 
different difperfions in the latter days : but 
as nothing of this hath ever taken place, 
it is clear, that thefe promifcs remain to be 
fulfilled at the coming of the true Me(ii-> 
ah. 

As to what fome Chriftian Writers pre- 
tend, that thefe great and important promf- 
fes, are to be fulfilled at the fecond coming 
of Jefus, is futile; as I have fhcwn at large, 
VoK lil. page i3o, &c. 

The third prophecy commences Chapter 
XXX, verfe ifl, and is continued to the end of 
verfe ifl of chap. xxxi. 

Thiij 
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This prophecy anounces the future refto- 
ration of the nation : for, as the Prpphct in 
the preceding Chapter had foretold the def- 
truftion of Jcrufalem, by Nebuchadnezzar ; 
God now commanded him to write this in 
a book ; that it might remain as a confok- 
tion for Ifrael ; that they might be aflured, 
that as well as the prophecy which foretold 
their captivity &c. was fully accomplifh-* 
cd ; fo fhall that of their future reftoration. 
And, when we ferioufly refledt on the con- 
nexion of thefe different promifes, we fhall 
plainly perceive the finger of God, pointing 
out to us, the truth ^nd verity of prophecy, to 
the utter (hame and confufion of Deifts and 
infidels; for when that which wasneareftat 
hand (hould be fully accomplifhed^ it would 
afford the ftrongeft and moik iatisfadtory 
kind of evidence of tRe accomplifhment of the 
latter ; and though ever fo remote, yet may 
we reft afTured, that by the interpofition of 
Providence, it would be brought about in 
its due feafon ; no matter how unfavourable 
circumflances may be againft it. 

And this very argument, the Prophet 
Ifaiah made ufe of in fupport of what he had 
Vol. II. ' S foretold; 
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foretold; when he faid*, **The former pre- 
di(ftions, lo ! they arc come to pafs : and 
new events I now declare : before they 
fpring forth, I make them known unto 
you." And, it is not a little remarkable that 
the Prophet of whom we are treating, has 
in dircdt terms made ufe of this argumentf-. 
Chap, xxxii. 42. as will befeen in*thc ex* 
planation of that prophecy. 

In verfe 2d. and 3d. the Prophet informs 
us of God's command to him, ^'Thus hath 
the Lord God of Ifrael fpoken, faying^ 
Write thee all the words that I have fpokea 
unto thee in a book. For, behold, the 
days are coming, faith the Lord, when I. 
will turn the captivity of my people, Ifrael 
and Judah, faith the Lord $ and I will 
bring them back to the land which I gave 
to their fathers, and they fhall poffcfs it/' 
And which is a manifcft proof, that this 
prophecy does not refer to their return from 
the Babylonifh captivity ; as will be fhewa 
at large in the fequel. 

In verfe 4th. the Prophet informs us, 

* Kai. xlii. 29. See alfo Vol. Ift. Introdt p*. la* Sc 
Diff. Vollft. p. 257. t Ibid. p. 6t 
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that he did according to the word of God; 
and therefore proceeds, **And thefe (are) the 
words which the Lord hath fpoken concern- 
ing Ifrael and concerning Judah/' He here 
mentions both Ifrael and Judah; becaufe 
this prophecy foretels the reftoration, and 
union of the two kingdoms. 

In the three following vtrfes, the Prophet 
fpeaks of the vengeance which God will 
take of the nations ; and which will be 
efiedted by the wars that they will wage a-* 
gainft each other. ^'For thus faith the 
Lord, a* voice of trembling have we heard, 
(there is) terror, and no peace. Afkyenow, 
and fee, if a male can bring forth ? wherefore 
have I feen every man (with) his hand up- 
on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all 
faces are changed into palenefs ? Alas I for 
that day is great, fo that there is none like 
It: and a time of diftrefs, will it be to Jacob; 
but he ihall be faved from it.'' This denotes 
the terrible havock that will be made among 
the nations, on that dreadful day of blood 
and (laughter ; in which, Jacob will alfo in 
fome meafure be involved ; but he fhall be 
iaved from it ; that ijs, his falvation will a-- 
rtftfrgm it j as the Prophet fays, verfe 8 th. 

5 2 ''And 
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<^And It fhall fee in that day, faith the Lord 
of hofts, I will break his yoke from off thy 
neck, and thy bands will I burft afunder^ 
and ftrangers fhall no more make (thee) fcryc 
with* it : But they fliall ferve the Loro 
their God, and David their Icing, ^ whom I 
will raife qp for them/' In thefc verfcs^ 
the Prophet has informed us* of two import? 
ant events. Firft, that they will no mor« 

• TbatiSy with the yoke; for the pronoun "^3 refert 
to the antecedent fubMotiv^ afHx \)'if bis yoke : the yoke 
^vhich the nations had laid upon Jaeob; but by no mean) 
does it refer to Jacob himfelf. I muft farther obferye, that 
in Ihis verie, as well as verfe loth* Jacob is addreiTed in th^ 
Iccond perlbn ;'^ as the Chaldee paraphraft Jonathan, and iH 
the Jewifli Commentators, have underflood it ; and as the 
authors of the prefent Engliih verCon,' have juftly tianflated 
it: Though Dr. Blaney in the truefpirit, of the Scrip- 
ture coRRiCTiNG Maniae» which (as I have already 
mentioned. Vol. ift. page, a 7 7. Note) has for fomc few 
years back, fo violently afFeded the Authors of the New and 
Jdetrieal tranilations of the prophetic writings ; is determined 
on reading T\)m and VJTTDWl for \\)m and T/^^D^V 
becaufe, forfooth, ''the collated MSS, afford feveral inflan- 
i^fZ of this miftake of T for.X" See his Note on the paff. 
age, in his New tranflation. This is criticifm with a venge- 
ance: and the writers of thofe manufcripts, mud have been 
equally well acquainted with the Sacrjcd Language, as their 
Collators feem to be. But enough of this at prefent, as I 
mean to treat at large of the nuboU fcheme ; as mentioneii 
page. 26. Note* 

fin 
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fin againft their God, Second, that they 
will nbt any more rebel againft the hoiife 
of David ; but will dutifully fubmit to the 
government of the Mefliah ; the king whom 
God will raife up for them. 

And ; as the redemption was not to take 
place till afler a long period of time; the 
prophet obferves, verfe loth. * •Therefore, 
fear thou not, O my fervant Jacob, faith 
the Lord 5 and be thou not difmayed, O 
Ifrael ; for, behold, I will fave thee. fron» 
afar/* This does not dehote diftantcoun- 
tries, as the generality of Commentators 
have underflood it ; but properly denotes a 
remote period of time ; as ia chap. xxxL 
yer. 3d, and as if the Prophet hereby in- 
formed them, that the redemption would 
not be to thofe that were carried captive ; 
but tp ^heir pofterity : as he obferves pre- 
fently after, ^^And thy feed from the land of 
their captivfty ;'' He farther informs us, that 
after they are redeemed : they ihall no more 
be terrified with wars, or any other calamify, 
as if* the latter member of the verfe, •^And 
Jacob fhall return, and ihall be at reft ; he 
ihall alio be wholly at eafe, and (there) ihall 
(be) none (to) .make (him) afraid." 

In 
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In verfe nth. The Prophet mentions the 
reafon, why none will make them afraid. 
*'For I (am) with thee, faith the Lord, to 
fave thee ; though I fhall make a full end o£^ 
all the nations, whither I have difperfcd thee, 
yet will I not make a full end of thee, but I 
will correal: thee in meafure ; and will not 
altogether confume thee/* 

The Prophet then proceeds to fpeak of 
^hc great fu£Ferings and miferable afHiftions 
of the nation, ver. lath. &c. "For thus 
faith the JL»ord, Thy bruife (is) defperate, 
thy wound (is) grievous. (There is) none 
that Judgeth thy cafe to be curable ^ (and 
therefore,) no healing medecines are applied 
to thee.'* This figurative defcription of the 
dreadful ftate of the nation, is truly pathetic j 
and withal carries with it the moft manifeft 
proof of the truth and verity of prophecy; as 
it has been fo exadlly fulfilled in every parti* 
cular : indeed, their wound is (q defperate, 
that it is deemed incurable ; fo that no one e- 
ven attempts a cure for them. They have been 
fo dreadfully perfecuted, mafifacred, aad de*- 
ftroyed by thoufands and tens of thoufands ; 
and have continued fo many hundred years in 
captivity, that they almoft dcfpair of ever be- 
ing 
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ing redeemed : nay, fo defperate is their cafe, 
that their friends confider them as already 
dead ; and therefore, verfe t4th, *' All thy 
friends have forgotten thee, they feek not after 
thee/' And I muft acknowledge, fays the 
Prophet, that they have drawn a very jufl: 
cqnclufionof the ftate of thy cafe, according to 
all human appearance; **For with the ftroke 
of an enemy Ijave I fmitten thec; a feverc chaf* 
tifement :" But this was, "Becaufe thy ini- 
quity (was) abundant, (and) thy lins were 
numerous/* And therefore, "Why criefl: 
ihou becaufe of thy bruife, (^d that) thy 
fuffering is without remedy ? (Since it is) 
becaufe thy iniquity (was) abundant, (and) 
thy iins were numerous, have I done thefe 
things unto thee. Neverthelefs, all they 
that devour thee, (hall be devoured, and all 
thine enemies, (liall all of them go into cap^ 
tivity ; and they that fpoil thee (hall becomct 
a fpoil, and all them that plunder thee will 
I give up to plunder. For I will reftorc 
health unto thee, faith the Lord ; although 
they have called thee an Outcaft; Zion^ 
(lie whom no one feeketh after,*' Although 
the nations have conlidered thee as irr'ecover- 
ably loft; and ^hat there was no help for 

thee 
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^thee from God : yet, will I by my particu- 
lar providential care reftore thee ; after all 
thy friends have defpaired of thy cure. 

The Prophet having thus fpoken of the 
redeniption of the nation, under the figure 
of the cure of a perfon, whofc recovery 
was defpaired of; he now proceeds to ex- 
plain the figure, verfe i8th. &c. "Thus 
faith the Lord; Behold,. I will reverfe the^ 
captivity of Jacob's tents, and upon his 
dwelling places will! have compaflion: and 
tlie city* fhall be builded upon its heap, and 
the palacc'f' fhall be re-eftabli(hed upon its 
(former) plan. And out of them (hall go 
forth thankfgiving, and the voice of them 
that are joyous ;" For they will return 
thanks to God, for their deliverance, and 
the redemption of their fouls. And, although 
they are greatly diminiflied during the cap- 
tivity ; fo that they remain but as two or 
three berries on the top of the uppermoft 
bough: yet, fhall they then increafe exceed- 
ingly, as is faid, **And I will multiply them, 
and they fliall not be diminiflied/' And, as 

• Jerufalcm : which will be built on its ancient ground 
plot. ~f The Temple. 

during 
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during the captivity, they were greatly de- 
graded, and brought very low ; he affures 
them, that they (hall then be raifed to honour. 
•*Mid I will raife them to honour, and they 
fliall not be brought low. And his children 
{hall be as aforetime, and his cohgregation 
fliall be eftabliflbed before mc ;" They will 
be fuch as fear the Lord, and think on his 
name : for their being as aforetime, denotes 
their extraordinary increafe ; and their being 
eftabliftfcd, denotes their righteoufncfs. 

In the latter member of the verfe, he a- 
gain fpeaks of the punifliment of the nations ; 
**And I will punifh all thofe that opprcfs 
hirri." And, as during the continuance of 
the fecond temple, they were in fubje<ftipn, 
either to the Periians, Greeks, ot Romans, 
who had their officers there to govern ; the 
Prophet therefore informs us that, at the time 
of their redemption, it will not be fo : verfe 
2 1 ft .•* And his prince fhall be of his own race, 
and his governor /hall proceed from the 
midftof him.*' Not as was Herod, &c. who 
were of the race of the Idumeans : neither 
will they be like them ; who by their cruelty 
and wickednefs were eftranged from God : 
as mentioned in the latter member of the 
Vol II. T verfe. 
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verfc. " And I will draw him, that he may 
come near unto mc ; for who (is) he that 
hath fet his heart to draw near unto me? faith 
the Lord/' Here God promifes to difpofe 
the hearts of their kings to turn to him ; as 
without his affiftance, none would be able to 
accomplifh it: as the Pfalmift fays*, ^^Bleff- 
ed (is the man whom) thou choofeft, and 
caufeft to approach (unto thee/*) 

And as he had promifed would be the flatc 
of their kings ; fo he affures us, will he the 
ftate of the people: verfe 2 2d. "And yc 
fhall be my people, and I will be your God/*^ 
That is, he will circumcife their hearts ; fo 
that they will all be inclined to ferve him in 
truth and righteoufnefs j; and he will watcb^ 
over them with paternal love and ezr€. 

The Prophet then proceeds to inform u$^ 
that immediately after that dreadful war,, 
whereby God will take vengeance on the na** 
tions ; the falvation of Ifracl will take place: 
as^in ver. 23. 24. & Chap. xxxi. i. •* Be- 
hold, the whirlwind of the Lord, it goeth 

forth with fury, (even) an accumulating -j" 

whirl- 

• Pfalrn. Ixv. J. f Or, A fettling whirlwind, i. c. 

^ (ball exert a (Continued ot accumalated force on the head: 
«fsthe wicked. 
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whirlwind ; upon the head of the wicked 
ihall it fettle. The fierce anger of the Lord 
fliall not tarn back, until he hath wrought, 
and until he hath accompliihed the purpofc 
of* his heart ; in the latter days ye ihall dif- 
cern it. At that time, faith the Lord, will 
I be the God of all the families of Ifrael, and 
they fhall be my people." 

According to the explanation here given of 
this prophecy ; it contains the following fe* 
ven fundamental principles. Firft, the fu-* 
ture redemption of the nation ; as mentioned 
verfe tSth. ^* Behold, I will reverie the cap* 
tivity of Jacob's tents, and upon his dwelling 
places will I have compaiiion ;*' Uc, And 
which agrees with the third principle contain- 
ed in the prophecies of Jfaiah. 

Second, that at the future redemption , the 
ten tribes which were carried captive to Af- 
fyria &c, will again return ; as in verfe 2^^ 
" And I will turn the captivity of my people, 
Ifrael and Judah." Again, verfe 4th. "And 
thefe (are) the words which the Lord hath 
fpoken concerning Ifrael, and concerning J u« 
dah.'* This agrees with thc/ourtA principle 
pf the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Third, that God will take vengeance on 

T 2 ^ 

\ 
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the nations, that have perfccuted and de-' 
ftroyed Ifrael ; as mentioned ver. 1 1. & i6. 
'* When I (hall make a full end of alJ the 
nations/* &€• — All they that devoured thee, 
fhall be devoured/' &c. And which v^riU 
take place immediately preceding the rcr 
demption ; as may be perceived from the ex- 
planation of ver. 23. &c. This agrees with 
the Jirjt principle of the prophecies of Ifai- 
ah. 

Fourth, that at the time of the future re- 
demption, a king of the lineage of David, 
and called'by his name, will reign over them : 
as mentioned verfe 9th. ** But they fhall 
ferve the Lord their God, and David their 
king, whom 1 will raife up for them/" A- 
gain, verfe 21ft. *'And his prince /hall be 
of his own race, and his governor ihall pro- 
ceed from the midftofhim." And which 
agrees with the tenth principle of the prophcr 
cies of Ifaiah. 

Fifth, that the redemption is not to take 
place, till after they had been in captivity, 
a very long time ; and fufFcred fo much> as 
almoft to defpair of ever being redeemed ; as 
mentioned verfes 10. & 12. ^'Therefore 
fear thou not my fervant Jacob, faith the 

Lord \ 
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Lord ; and be thou not difmaycd, O Ifracl ; 
for behold, i will fave thee from afar. For 
thus faith the Lord, Thy bruife (is) defpc- 
rate thy wound (is) grievous &c.'* And 
which agrees with the Jevent A principle ^of the 
prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Sixth, that after their future redemption, 
they will not be engaged in any wars j nor 
experience any other troubles 5 nor will they 
go into captivity more : as mentioned verfe 
8th. ^' And Grangers (hall no more make 
(thee) ferve with it/' And verfe loth, "And 
Jacob (hdll return, and (hall be at reft ; he 
fhall alfo be wholly at eafe, and (there) fhall 
(be) none (to) make (him) afraid/' This 
agrees with the eleventh principle of the pro^ 
phecies of Ifaiah. 

Seventh, that the vifible iymbol of the di- 
vine prcfcncc, and the fpirit of prophecy, will 
then hp reftored to them ; as may be per- 
ceived from the expreffion, " And 1 will 
be their God," And which agrees with 

« 

the eighth principle pf the Prophecies of Ifai* 

ah." 

Now, it is clear from all hiftory, that 
none of thofe great and glorious promifes 
were ever accompliflied : for they were not 

fulfil- 
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foifiHed at their return from Babylon; for 
then, the ten jtribes did not return : .God did 
not punifh thofe that had opprefled them : 
no king of the hpufe of David reigned over 
them : they were bjit a fhort time in capti- 
vity at Babylon : fp that leveral who had fcen 
the iirft temp]e^j ^fo beheld the foundation 
of the fecond laid r they were fcarccly ever 
jfree from wars ^ and other ti'oubleft y and were 
at laft carried into this lo^ig s^nd dreadful, cap* 
tivity; where they have remained to thig 
hour : nor was the fymbol pf the diviliiji pre- 
ience, ever vifibic in the fecoad temple. And 
it is equally clear^ from the a^s recorded o£ 
Jefus in the new Teftament^ that they WiPi^C 
not accomplifbed in his life time i conies 
quently, they remain to be accompliihed, at 
the time of the appearance of the true Mef«. 
fiah; whom God in his mercy, jnay be pleaj& 
cd to fend fpeedily. Amen^ 

The fourth prophecy commences ycrfc 
id of Chap. xxxi. and is continued to the end 
of the laft verfe of the fame. 

This prophecy is connedcd with the pre- 
ceding one; and its purport is the famet 

* £zra> tii. 12. 

tiamcly 
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namely, the reftoration of the whole nation 
to their own land; and the complete re- 
eftablifhment, of both their civil and religi- 
ous conftitution in the latter days, under the 
government of the Meffiah, it muft be ob- 
fcrved, that this prophecy is divided into 
three diftindt parts. The firft part begins verfc 
ad. and is continued to the end of verfe ^2d. 
and which fpeaks of the reftoration of the 
ten tribes. The fecond part begins verfe 23d, 
and is continued to the end of verfe 26th, 
And which contains the promifeof the refljo- 
ration of Judah, and the rebuilding of Jeru- 
falem. The third part begin* verfc 27th, 
and is continued to the end of the prophecy. 
And which part fpeaks of the union of the 
two kingdon^s of Judah and Ephraim. This 
being premifcd, we fhall proceed to the ex- 
planation of the prophecy itfelf. 

" Thus faith the Lord, The people, (that 
are) relicks of the fword, hath found favour 
iu the wildernefs, (even) Ifrael proceeding 
towards his reft/' The Hebrew Commen- 
tators have differed greatly in the explanation 
of this verfc : for Jarchi and Kimchi think 
that the word " wildernefs" denotes the wil- 
dernefs that they went into, when they were 

brought 
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brought out of Egypt : and that the Prophet 
alludes to their deliverance from thence. To 
this, the learned Abarbanal objedls ; as he 
juillyobferves, that this explanation is liable 
to two great obje<9:ions, Firft, that the Pro- 
phet ought to have faid, they found favour 
in Egypt, inftead of faying '*in the wilder- 
nefs/* Second, that the term *• relicks of 
the fword/* implies, that great numbers oi 
them, had been deftroyed by the fword: 
which was not the cafe in truth : for though 
the Egyptians deftroyed their infants ; yet, 
was it not by the fword. He therefore, 
gives another explanation ; by obferving that 
•la'ipa does not fignify in the wildernefsj but 
denotes with fpeech : as niNJ ^13101 and thy 
Jpeech is comely ; (Solom. Song, iv, iii.) Jlc 
alfo underftands ^1 /H to be the imperative : 
for though it is according to the infinitive; 
yet does it fometimes ferve for the impera- 
tive ; as "l^3T nio:t^ &c. So that the fenfe of 
the verfe according to his explanation is. 
The people, (^that are) relicks of the fword, 
hath found favour by fpeech, (i. e. by pray- 
er;) go thou to give them reft. But, this ap- 
pears to me, to be a very forced conftrudti- 
oii ; and to which I can by no means aflent; 

ndtwith- 
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notwithftanding the great veneration I have 
for this great and learned Commentator*: for 
^tf humbly conceive, that by **the wildernefs" 
^ftie Prophet meant the preknt long and 
dreadful captivity : for the miferable gnd de- 
folate ftateof the nation, may very juftly be 
compared to the barren and defert wildcrnefe. 
And in this fenfe, Abarbanal himfelf ex- 
plains 0'Dyn*i3"T9 Ezck. xx« 35- as will be 
(hewn in the explanation of that prophecy. 
As to Tibn I muft obferve, that if is the in- 
finitive verb ; and properly denotes a- going 
onward, a progreflive motion towards a cer- 
tain point : as ^103} ^iSn Gen, xii. <). befides 
a numbef of other places in Scripture, too 
numerous to mention. It therefore is plain 
that, iy^i*)»!}^ ^^ is to be underftood, as if 
God had aftually begun to execute his de- 
fi^n, of caufing the children of Ifrael to re- 
turn to their own land ; and which is their 
true place of reft : and fo is explanatory of 
(he favour or grace, which the people is iaid 
to have found in the wildernefs. 

• Sec Mia Tife in Lingiia Sacra Radix XT^^ where 
I have acknowledged my obligations to this ^reat an4 exalted 
chara^er. 

Vol. H. U In 
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In verfe 3d. we are to confider the Words 
of the firft member, as fpoken by the nati- 
on, and thofe that follow, as God's anfwe^ 
thereto. ** From afar cfF the Lord appear- 
ed uijfo me;" Thefe words are fpoken by 
the nation ; complaining that it was a Jong 
tinie firice God had appeared to them : to 
this God anfvVers; true, it is long fince I have 
appeared to thee. '* But* I have loved thee 
with an everlafting love; therefore have I ex- 
tended (my) loving kindnels to thee/' That 
though in captivity, yet, have I watched 
over thee in mercy, to preferve thee : and be- 
fides this. "Yet again will I build thee, and 
thou flialtbe built, O virgin of Ifrael:'* For 
though thou waft aforetime wedded, as it 
were to ftrange gods; y^t flialt thou then re- 
turn to be as the virgin daughter of Ifrael; for 
thy hufband is thy maker, and none other ; 
and therefore, '* Yet again flialt thou deck 
thyfelf with thy tabrcis;" Thefe are the 

f This is the real fenfe-of die 1 *vau in tliis plap^: 
the fame as In Gen xlii. lo. bjik '^2tb ^S:i T^22n " Bui to 

buy food, are thy fervarts come:" and not as in the common 

'rAnflation of the Bible, I'ea^ Or As Dr. Blaney iranflates. 

ir, AJfotAjith, See the properties ofthe^*u/i/< preiix> ex- 

|)la;necl, lu Lin^i^ Sacra, Vol. lit. page 137. &c. 

beauties 
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beauties of virtue and true religion, with 
which thou ftialt then adorn thyfelf. And, 
although during the captivity, thou waft fad, 
and forrowful ; yet, fhall it then be other- 
wife with thee ; as in the latter member of 
the verfe. " And thou (halt go forth in the^ 
dance of thofe that make merry.** 

And, as it was not lawful according ta the 
law of Mofes, to eat of the fruit of any tree, 
till the fifth year after the planting. Sec 
Levit. xix. 23.-25. And as Mofes had threa- 
tened them for their difobedience, Deut.^ 
xxviii. 30. " Thou (halt plant a vineyard, 
and (halt not gather the grapes thereof*." 
The Prophet here bbferves that then it (hall 
not be fo ; but they (hould plain > and re- 
main in their own land in peace and tran*. 
quillity ; fo as to gather the produce of their 
plantations, in due time, and enjoy it unmo- 
leftcd: as in verfe 5th. **Yet again (halt thou 
plant vineyards on the mountains of Sama- 

• The Hebrew verb ^i:hn^f is derived from the 
Radix "ybrt and denotes that which, may te ufedtH common • as 
was the £cuit of the vine in the fifth year after its being plants 

U2 ria^ 
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ria; the planters (hall plant, and ihall eat (the 
fruit) as common .' 

Before we proceed, it i& njcccflary to ob- 
ierve, that DnSi does not denote ivatchmen, 
as tranflated in the Billies, iverfe 6th.) and 
underftood by the Commentators ; but defo~ 
latorsy dejiroyersy &c. being derived from the 
Radix "iS: as fliewn in; Lingua Sacra, under 
that root. And thefe deftroyers are the Ro- 
manst who, were the defendants of Edom j 
as already mentioned in the courfe of thi» 
work. See Vol. 1ft. page 217. &c. And 
they were called deftroyers, on account of 
the war and defolation„ which they fpread 
over the greateft part of the world. And 
thus, the Prophet calls them, in another 
place; (Chap. iv. 16.) for in the formcc- 
part of that Chapter, he fpeaks of the de- 
ftruftion of the firft temple ; bi*t in veri^ 
1 6th he fpeaks of the deftrudion of the fe- 
cond' temple : and fays, O'VenT Vy WOB^r^ 
Publifhye concerning pnnon fTNO D'Nl On^fi 
Jerufalem, that deftroyers are coming from afar- 
country. Thefe denote the Romans that 
came with Vefpafian and Titus : and who 
came from a far country : but Babylon could 
not properly be called 4 for country, in rc- 

^acd 
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gard to Jcrufalem. And Moles in his dcnun- " 
ciations, (Deut. xxviii. 49.) fays, ** The 
Lord fhall bring a nation againft thcc from 
far, from the end of the earth/' This, all 
the Hebrew Commentators underftand, to 
denote the Romans. (Ste R. Levi Ben. 
Gerfhom,. Abarbanal &c.) and whom they: 
to this day call, DHXi Nazarenei. And of 
them, the Prophet Jeremiah iays, (Ibid^) 
**And they fliall lift up their voice againft the 
cities of Judah." Becaufe Vefpafion and T/Vj/j, 
firft conquered the cities of Judah i and af- 
terv^^ards took Jeruiakm, of whom the Pro* 
phet fays in vcrfc 17th. •'Like keepers of 
fields are they round about her» becaufe fhe 
bath rebelled againft roc faith the Lord."' 
And, as he had propheficd concerning both the 
firft, and fecond dcftruSion of Jcrufalem ;. 
he fays verfe 18 th. "Thy \%ay and thy do- 
kigs have done thefc (things) unc& thee j" By 
the plural pronoun* n*7|5 tbefe^ the Prophet 

plainly 

• Thus reads all the printed copies ; tbus alfo is it 
read, and undctftood by all the Htbrew comrticntators ; hf 
the €haldce Paraphraft Jonathan Ben Uzziel ; and thus alfo 
the tranflatofs of the Bible underftood it ; yet, Dr. Blrney, in 
Reliance of all thefe great authoriiies j and without any reafon' 

affignctl^ 
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plainly pointed to the dcftru<flion of the firfi:, 
and fccond temples. And, as the latter was 
moft grievous, and went near to extirpate us; 
he obferves in the latter member of the vtrfc, 
** Such is thy calamity, for it is bitter; be- 
caufe it reacheth unto thy heart." For this 
great calamity, he complains verfe i8th. 
** My bowels, my bowels, I am pained ; (e- 
ven) the walls* of my heart; my heart is 
troubled within me; I cannot be iilent; be- 
caufe thou haft heard, O my foul, the found 
of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Deftruc- 

afligned, renders it **a cur/e;** What it was that led him to }% 
I cannot divine: unlefs, that defpiiin^ the points, (as the 
generality of Chriftians do; not one of whom, was ever able 
to enter into the fpirir, the id!om, and phrafaology of the 
Language) he read TVl^acurJe^ inftead of TTT^ theft* Thuf 
alio I fiippofe he read j^M a plague^ foryil3 reacheth. Thefe 
are but fmall flips, compared with fome, that I have menti- 
oned, in my remarks on the neceflity of the points ; (See 
Lingua Sacra. Vol. III. page 25.-^27. &c.) andaslfliall 
flievv more at large, when confidsring the fcheme of correct- 
ing the prefent Prmted Text, by manufcripts : as already 
noticed in this work.. 

* The walls of the heart, undoubtedly denotes the 
fericardrum ; a thin membrane of a conick figure, that re- 
lembles a purfe, and contains the heart in ita cavity: fo that 
it may well be called the walls of the heart; as it furround» 
and guards it like a wall. 

tiOQ 
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lion Upon deftrudlion is proclaimed;'* Now, 
what are we to underfland by " dcftrudlioa 
upon deftrii^tion" but the deftrudion of the 
firft, and fccond temples. All which, is a 
manifeft proof, that Dn>3 the dcjlroyers de- 
notes the Romans \ and of whom the pro- 
phet,* in the prophecy we are treating of, 
fays, verfe 6th. "For there is yet a day unto 
the Lord our God, that the dellroyers upon 
mount Ephraim fliall cry, Arife, and let us 
go up to Zion," For, as the Prophet had 
in the preceding verfes, fpoken of theeftab- 
lifhment, and tranquillity of the nation; he 
informs us when that will be ; and therefore 
fays, there is a certain time appointed by 
God ; (for that is what is properly meant 
by the term, *^ to the Lord our God:") 
that the Nazarenes, or deftroyers, (liall cry 
to each other upon mount Ephraim, Arife, 
and let us go up to Zion, in order to conquer 
Jerufalem, and the holy land of Ifiael. But, 
when that day fliall come, then Ifrael will 
rejoice ; for then they will know that their 
falvation is near: and therefore, he fays, verfe 
7th. •* Sing with joy for Jacob, and cry a- 
loud at the head of the nations : publifli ye, 
praifeye, and fay, O Lord, fave thy people, 

the 
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the remnant of Ifrael." For as there will 

I 

then be a time of diftrefe to Jacob; but from 
which he will be favcd, by his prayer ; he 
therefore commands them to fhout and pr^y, 
and /ay, O Lord, fave thy people : and thea 
the Lord will fave them : as the Prophet 
Daniel fays, (xil. i.) " And there fhall be 
a time of trouble, fuch as never was lince 
there was a nation, (even) to that fame time : 
and at that time thy people fliall be deliver- 
ed." He therefore ^fiTures them, thajt imme- 
diately after this, God will bring the ten 
tribes frpm the north cquntry, and the other 
parts were they were fcattered ; as in ver, 8. 
&9. ' ** Behold, I will bring them from the 
north country, and will gather them fronj 
the extremities of the earth ; among the^n 
the blind and the lame, the woman with 
child, and (he that travaileth together: a 
great company fhall they return together. 
With weeping ftiall they come^ and amidft 
fupplications will I lead them : I will con- 
duct them to ftreanis of water, in a ftraight 
way, wherein they (hall not ftumble: for I 
am a father to Ifrael, and Ephraim is my 
firft born/' 

'J ! . •'■ 
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I 

By **thc blind and lame*' the Prophet 
(hews that they will then be poor, weak, 
and miferable : and that the troubles and af- 
iiidlions, near the time of the redemption, 
will be fo great ; that. they will come v«eep- 
ing, crying, and making fupplication to God, 
to deliver them from their oppreflbrs ; and 
10 condudl them to the goodly land : and 
which he promifes to do ; because he is a fa-* 
ithcr unto Ifrael, and Ephraim is his firft born. 
This denotes, that the former love which 
God bore to them, was not cxtinguifh- 
.cd 5 (See ver. 3.) but operated as the mo^ 
tive of God's returning favour to IfraeL 
And, as the great length of time, that the 
ten tribes will have remained in captivity, (it 
being now already upwards of two tboufand 
three hundred years) will be the caufe of their 
}>eing forgotten and loft among the nations ; 
the Prophet in the fucceeding fentence, makes 
proclamation concerning them. ••Hear the 
word of the Lord> O ye nations, and declare 
it in the diftant iilands, and fay. He that 
(battered Ifrael w^ll gather him, and guard 
him, as a fhepherd (doth) his flock." Yc 
(fpeaking to the nations) are not to imagine^ 
that becaufc they are thus long in captivity, 
YoL IL X that 
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that God hath forfaken th$m ; or that it 
was the power of Sennacherib folely that car- 
ried them captive : or that ye, by your pow- 
er, have kept them thus long in captivity ^ 
no : the cafe is not fo : but it was the Lord 
that fcattered Ifracl -, and he himfelf, will 
gather him :* for he maketh fore, and bind- 
eth up ; he woundeth, and his hands heak 
And as a proof of this, he (hews their pre- 
fervation during this long and dreadful cap- 
tivity : for hqw could it otherwife be pofli-^ 
bje, that they fhould thus continue for fo 
many centuries in captivity, and not be loft, 
or mingled with the other nations, as al- 
ready mentioned in the courfe of this work; 
(See Vol. 1ft- p. 17, &c.) if it had not been 
for his remarkably providential care of them; 
and which is beautifully exprcffed, by the 
jphepherd's guarding his flock : fpr as the 
ihepherd fometimes lets his flock gp at large ; 
and at other tipies gathers them in : ib does 
God by Ifraeh 

The Prophet proceeds to fpeak of their 
redemption; vpr. jith. ''For the Lord 
hath redeemed Jacob, and ranfomed him 
from a hand too ftrong for him.** And, as 
4uring the reign of the kings of Jfrael, they 

were 
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were prevented from going up to Jcrufalcm, 
for fear, that they would return to the fub* 
jcftion of the kings of Judah ; he in verfe 
1 2th, informs them, that at the future re- 
demption it will not be fo ; for they^fhall 
no more offer their facrifices before the gold- 
en calves : " But they fhall come, and fhall 
fhout in the height of Zion*' ; And which 
denotes the temple at Jerufalem, Hcalfo 
farther informs them, that they fhall no 
more experience want, or famine, as was the 
cafe when they were wicked j as the Pro- 
phet Amos fays, (iv. 6 — 7.) ** And more- 
over I have given you clean nefs of teeth in 
all your cities, and want of bread in all your 
places: And moreover 1 have withhoidcn 
from you the rain," &c. And therefore, he 
fays, ** And they fhall flock together to the 
good (things) of the Lord, for corn, and 
" for wine, and for oil, and for the young of 
the flock, and of the herd ; and their foul 
fhall be as a well watered garden, and they . 
fhall not pine for hunger any more. Thea 
fhall the virgin rejoice in the dance, and the 
young men and old men together ; for I will 
turn their mourning into joy^ I will alfb 

X 2 comfort 
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comfort them, and miakc them rejoice from 
their forrow." 

In verfe 14th, the Prophet fpeaksofthe 
Pfiefts. " And 1 will fatiate the foul of (he 
priefts with fatnefs, and my people fliall- be' 
fatisfied with my goodnefs, faith the Lord/** 
For during the captivity, while the temple 
lay defolate, the priefts were deprived of the' 
gifts of the offerings &c. but at the reftora- 
tion,.. they will be fatiated with the gifts of 
the rich offerings that will be brought to the 
houfe of God from all parts,, as the Prophet 
Ifaiah fays (Ix* 7.) ** All the flocks of Kc- 
d^r ihall be gathered unto thee; unto thee 
ihall the rams of Nebaioth minifter," &c. 

In verfe 1 5 th, the Prophet in a raoft beau^ 
tiful poeticjc figure, reprefents Rachel, the 
mother of Jofeph, and Benjamin, (who was 
buried near Ramah, a city of Benjamin ;) 
as coming out of her grave, and bitterly la- 
menting the lufs of her children ; they be- 
ing all either flain, or gone into exile. *^Thus 
faith the Lord ; A voice hath been heard 
in Ramah, a lamentation of moft bitter weep- 
ing > Rachel weeping for her children ; fhe 
rcfufcth to be comforted for her children,, 
bccaufc he (is) not." 

The 
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The reader will obfervc, that in this 
tranfliation, I have differed from the com- 
moD tranllatiun of the Bible : in making ufe 
of the firigular pronoun he^ inftead of they :' 
but I muft inform him, that it is ftridly con- 
formable to the Hebrew word made life of 
by the l^rophct; ^33;n% And which was done,^ 
in order to diftinguifli the difference in the 
bitter lamentation that Rachel made for the* 
lofs of her children. If is well known, that 
On the divifion of the kingdom*, in the days' 
of Rehoboam, Jofeph and Benjamin weredi-- 
vided : for the two fons of Jofephy Ephraim' 
and Manafleh, belonged to the kingdcm 
of IfracI; but Benjamin remained with Ju- 
dah -f*; Now, it is likewife well known, 
that the children of Jofephi viz, the tribes 
of Ephraim and Manafleh, were part of the 
ten tribes, that were carried captive int»Af- 
lyria, and were J. placed in Halah and in 
Habor by the river Gozen, and in the ci-^ 
ties of the Medcs : and who never returned 
to the fecond temple : nor do we know to 

• J King, xii, 16. &c* 

-J- Ibid. 21. 

J. 2 King, xvii, 61 

this 
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this day, where they are, or what is become 
of them. As to the tribe of Benjamin, we 
know that it was carried captive to Babylon 
with Judah ; that it returned to the fccond 
temple, and was again carried captive at the 
deftrudtion of the fecond temple : and we 
alfo know that it at prefent exifts, the fame 
as the tribe of Judah, The Prophet there- 
fore, reprefents Rachel weeping for . her 
children; becaul'o they were carried captive: 
and which denotes the tribe of Benjamin, 
But her greateft affllAftion, is for the tribe of 
Jofeph 5 becaufe he is not: becaufe he did 
not return to the fecond temple ; nor does 
fhe know any thing of him : and therefore, 
the Prophet fays, (he refufcth to be com^-. 
for ted for her children, becaufe he (is) not : 
i. e. Jofeph, her eldeft fon. This is the rea- 
fon, that the Prophet made ufe of the Angu- 
lar pronoun ^l^H and which alfo accounts 
for the repetition of nui"?]; * for her chil- 
dren i 

• This repetition. Dr. Blaney in his new Traftfla* 
tion oT Jeremiah, has rejc6lecl with much contempt, as he fays, 
it ** carries ii.ternal maika of interpolation, being not only fu- 
perfluouSf but rather perplexing the fcnfc* and loading the 
metre." 8«t, had he been fully acq^uainted with the facrcd 

Lan- 
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drcn ; becaufe fhe lamented the lofs of both 
her children : but her grief was far more 
piercing for Jofeph ; and therefore (lie re- 
fukd to be comforted -, becaufe /je \sas not. 
And for this reafon, (lie received diilindt 
anfwers from God, concerning each of her 

Language, ft> difftreut in its idiom from all othci^j efpecial* 
Ijr, the prophetic part ; (into the fpiiit of which, he was^y . 
no means able to enter) he would not have decided fo haOi'y 
00 the word of God ; contrary t^) all rhr Hebrew printed Bi- 
yes; the Hebrew conimenrators ; the Chaldce P.iraphraft, and 
the received reading. AH which, according to the explanati- 
on here given, perfedlly agree with the accent affixed under 
the firf! 1X02/^ and which fliews that here is a paufe : and 
that n^D Sbt refujttbt reads dovvnwards : which makes tha 
whole read ixnooth, beautiful, and afiedting; without the ieail 
fuperfiuity, or perplexity. But forfooth, it loaded the Rev, 
Gentlemen's Metre \ ay, there is the rub. This Is an un- 
pardonable crime in the prefent Hebrew printed text : it b 
like the fin againfl the holy ghofl, never to be forgiven by the 
Metrical Tranflators of the Bible : and which is owing to their 
treating the Prophets as Poets, as writers of verfe ; than 
which, nothing can be falfer ; as I fliall (liew in the fu**- 
ture publication, fo often alluded to in this work* 

Since writing the preceding note, I chanced to look into 
the appendix of Dr. Blaney's Tranllation ; and there I iinJ 
that Arch Bifliop Seeker feemed to differ widely from the 
Dn on this fubje6t : for he obferves, *' There is an emphafis 
in the repetition of the words rT^2*7y* So Horace, Epitu 
]• 14. 7. 8." 

•Fratrem maprencis, rapto dc fratre dolentis 

Infolabilitcr, 

child- 
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children. And iirft of Benjamin ; ver. i6fb^ 
**Thus faith the Lord, Refrain thy voioc 
from weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for 
thy work.fhall have a reward, faith the 
Lord, and they fliall return from the land 
of the enemy:" That is, from Pabylon^ 
And, although they (hould go into captivity 
again ; yet Ihall they in the end return to 
their own land : verfe 1 7th. *^ There is al*- 
fo hope in thy latter end, faith the Lord^ 
and (tbv) children (hall return unto their 
own border/' This is fpoken of the fpturc 
redemption. 

Having thus anfwered her concerning 
Benjamin ; the Prophet now proceeds tq 
give her an anfwer concerning Jofeph, ver, 
18. --19. "I have furely heard Ephraim 
lamenting himfclf (thus;) Thou didft chafr 
tife me, and I was chaftifed, like a fteer no^ 
broken :*' And being now by this chaftife- 
ment better inftrufted, I thus offer up my 
prayer, " Turn thou nie, and I fhall be turn- 
ed; for thou (art) the Lord my God. Surely 
after that I was turned, 1 repented, and after 
that I was inftrudted, 1 fmote upon my thigh i 
I was afliamed, and alfo confounded, becauie 
I did bear the reproach of my youth." I , 

have 
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jrecelved reproach on reproach : for the mif* 
condud: of my earlier days hath fi^ed a b,lot 
upon my charafter, and fubjedted mc to re- 
proach; and therefore, when my prefentfins 
are noticed, thofc of my youth, are alfo re- 
membered ; and I thus receive a double re- 
proach ; being accounted as one hardened in 
fin from his earlicft youth. And as he was 
thus truly penitent, by a thorough confcflion, 
and fincere repentance; the Lord fays, verfc 
20 th, **Is (not J Ephraim my precious fon ? 
Is he Toot) my darling child ?" That is, thou 
ihalt no more be reproached for the finS that 
thou haft committed in thy mature years, nor 
Ihalt thou bear the reproach of thy youth, 
for thou art my precious fon ; that is, when 
thou waft grown up, and hadft arrived to 
man's eftate ; then waft thou a fon dear to 
me. And when thou waft a little child, 
then waft thou a fondly beloved child; 
** Wherefore, whenever I fpeak of him, I do 
carneftly remember him ftill ; " It is the 
love I bear him, that I remember ; and not 
bis fins : ^'Therefore my bowels arc pioved 
for him; I will furely have mercy upon him, 
faith the Lord." And the confequence of 
. this love is, that I will caufe him to return 
Vol. 11. Y from 
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from captivity ; and will gather in his iif^r 
perfed ; and therefore addrefling thofc of thp 
kingdom of Ifrael, he defircs them to fet up 
way marks, that they may again know the 
way back ; for by the fame way that they 
went, they are to return; as in verfc arft. 
" Set thee up way marks, place thee high 
poles ; fet thine heart toward the highway, 
(even^ the way thou wenteft; (for thereby 
ihalt thou) return, O virgin of Ifrael, (thou 
fhalt) return to thefe thy cities." And a$ 
the ten tribes were to continue fuch a long 
time in captivity, he fays verfe 22d. ** How 
long wilt thoU move about, O thou back^ 
Hiding daughter? for the Lord hath created 
a new thing in the earth, a woman fliall caufe 
to turn about a man/' By this figure, the 
Prophet exhorts the nation not to dcfpair of 
their redemption, on account of the fupcrior 
ftrength of her enemies, who might be in- 
duced to oppofe her dcHvcrance | for that 
God would fo far interpofc in her behalf, as 
to '* create a new thing," that is, that fhc, 
who during t*he captivity, was as a poor weak 
Tvoman, fllould ** caufe to turn about, " 

fhoul^ 
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fiiould vanguijhy or put to the rout^ z man*j 
that is, the nations who had hitherto oppreff* 
% cd her ; or who (hould oppofe her deliver- 
ance ; all thefe, (be fhould put to the routy 
hndniake ihemjly before her ; and which is the 
real fenfe of 22)Dn Jhall caufe to turn about : 
fot they will turn away, and flee before her, 
rfs thofe that turn about, and run away in 
liattle/ And here, 1 cannot help taking no- 
tice of thi abfurdity of the opinion of thofe 
Coilimentators, who underftand thefe words 
tb relittfe to the miraculous conception oi the 
vil-gifi Mary withbut the operation of man : 
for thfc text can hot by any fair cbnftrudtion' 
whatevier, be brought to imply any fuch 
thmg. Indeed, this opidion is fo barefaced a 
^^Vertion of the text from its tiiie meaning, 
that 'Hm n6t in the ieiaft furprifed at a learn- 
dl Chriftian's determined oppofitioii to it : 
ahd I muft ciandidly acknowledge, that his 
irnpartkllicy doei^ him great honour. I fball 
giv^i his ifehtiments on this fubjed: in his' 
dwn Wot ds ; as a confutation of the foolifh ' 

• Man is called 1ZU. Gevcr, as being the fironger 
fcx ; as alfo having power and might over the refl of the crra- 

tiojii'' 
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and abfurd hypothcfis. •* I cannot" fays 
Dr. Blaney in his notes on this pafTage in 

' Jeremiah, " at any rate concur in opinion 
with thofc Commentators, who underftand 
thefe words to relate to the miraculous con* 
ception of the Virgin Mary without the opc^ 
r^ation of Man. They furely cannot by apy 
conftrudtion be brought to imply any fuch 
thing. Admitting that the word iilDn 
may lignify, Jhall encompafs or comprehend in 
the womb^ and that "^HJ, inilead oi an adult or 
Jirong man, may alfo fignify a male child; yet 
the words all together will ftill import no 
more, than that a woman Jhall conceive^ or con^ 
tain^ a male child. But this, it will be faid, 
is nothing new or extraordinary. I grant it 
is not, and therefore have reafon to prefume 
that this is rtot the fenfe intended. But 

the verb iUD {\^mitt% to turn about ^ and con- 
fequently in Hiphtl or Pihel may fignify, to 
caufe to turn about, that is, to repulfe^ or put 

' to the rout, an oppofing adverfary. But to 
do this implies a prevaleney over him* A^ 
gain, there is a manifeft oppofition between 
n;ip3 a woman, one of the feeble fex, and 1^3 
which fignifies not fimply a man, but a migh- 
ty man, a hero, or warrior. And therefore, 

A 
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A woman ihall put to the rout, or repulfe^ a 
ftrong marly may by a proverbial form of 
fpeech denote, 'The weaker Jhall prevail over the 
Jlronger. Now this, it muft be confefled, is 
in itfelf new and unufual, and contrary to the 
ordinary courfe of nature ; but then it is af- 
cribed to the interpofing power of God, who 
is faid therein to ** create a new thing,*' or 
in other words, to work a miracle. The 
connexion of this fenfe with the context is 
eafy to be explained. The virgin of Ifrael 
is exhorted not to turn afide, or to decline 
the invitation giv^n her to return, as iTie 
might, perhaps be difpofed to do, through 
dread of the power of enemies, who would 
oppofe her deliverance. For her encourage- 
ment flic is told, that flie had no reafon to 
be apprehenfive of the fuperior ftrength of a- 
ny enemies, fince God would work a miracle 
in her favour, and enable her, though appa- 
rently weaker, to overcome and prevail a- 

gaiufl all their oppolition. See ver. 11. 

By women weak and feeble perfons are fre- 
quently defigned; fee Ch. 1. 37* H. 3. Ifai. . 
xix. i6." This reafoning is plain, and re- 
quires no Comment. 

To return : — —The Prophet having thus 

fpoken 
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fpokeri of the redemption of the ten tribesV 
Called the kingdoxn, or hoirfe of Iffael ; pro- 
<Jeed$ to fpeak of the reftoration of the king- 
dom of Judah, ver. 23. 24; &c. ** Thus 
faith the Lord of hofts, the God of Ifrael ; 
again fhall they ufe* this fpecch'f* in the land 
of Judahf and in the cities thcreof^^ when I 
ihall turn their captivity; The Lord blefs 
thfee, O habitation of Juftice, Q rnouhtain 
of holinefs. And Judah fliall dwell in it/ 
and in all his cities together ; hulbandriien/ 
and they that go about with flocks. For I 
have refrefiied the weary foul, ' and ev'cry foul 
that forrowcd (for hunger) have I filled.*^ 
In thefc vei fcs, the Prophet fpeaks of their 
future happincfs, both fpiritual and tempo- 
ral : and alfo informs us, that he faw this in 
a vifion, ina dr6am of the night ; asin vierlc 
^6th. *' Hereupon I awoke, and faw ; and 
my fieep was pleafmg unto me." For he 
was fo violently affedted with the ienfations' 
ef joy, on the pleafing profpedt of the happi- 
ricfs pf the nation, that it awakened him.' 

• Hcb. They fliall fay, 
+1 Hcbi Word. - 

Hcrc^ 
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llcrc ends the fccond part of the prophc- 

We now proceed to the third part of the 
prophecy ; viz, the union of the kingdoms 
pi Ifrael and Judah ; for as he had beforp 
/poken of them fcperately, be now fp^aks ^ 
them conjointly ; ver. 2^7th. *' Behold the 
days cpme, faith the Lord^ that I will fow 
the houfe of Ifrael, and the houfe of Judah, 
with the feed of man, and with the feed of 
beaft/* The Prophet here (hews, that they 
will multiply exceedingly; as is the cafe of 
a fingle grain of corn, which when fown 
produces a great number ; fo will the bleffr 
ing of increafe be with them ; and not only 
with theni, but with their cattle alfo; agree* 
^ble to what Mofes fays*, *• BlcGcd/haU be 
the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of th/ 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle*' &c* 
For as the punifhments that had been de-* 
nounced againft them for their difobedience, 
had by God's fpecial providence beep 
brought on them to the full ; fo will they 
jit the time of the redemption, enjoy th? 
bleflings to excefs : and therefore, he favs^ 

* peut. xxviii.' 4. 

vcrfe 



•^. 
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verfe 28th, •• And it (hall be, (that) as I 
have watched over them, to pluck up, and 
to break down, and to overthrow, and to 
deftroy, and to afflid: ; (o will I watch o- 
ver them, to build, and to plant faith the 
Lord/' 

hi verfe 29th, the Prophet takes notice 
of the parable made ufe of by the nation du- 
ring the captivity. '* In thofe days they 
ihall no more fay, the fathers have eaten a 
four grape, and the children's teeth {hall be 
fet on edge. But every man fliall die in his 
own iniquity; every man that hath eaten 
the four grape, his teeth fiiall be fet on edge/' 
The generality of Commentators have been 
of opinion, that this proverbial expreffion 
depotes, that in thofe future times, of which 
the Prophet was fpeaking, the children 
fliould not be punifhed for the fins of their 
fathers, as they were heretofore. To this 
opinion, I can by no means aflent ; for that 
part of Scripture, on which it is founded, 
Exod. XX. 5* ^ Deut. v. 9. where it is faid, 
that, ** God vifiteth the fins of the fathers 
upon the children;" is meant of the fin of 
idolatry only : and when the children are al- 
fo guilty of the faid crime ; then are the fins 

of 
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of the fathers and thofc of the children join- 
ed together, and they are punifhed accor- 
dingly*. But this, it is manifeft cannot ap- 
ply to the tinies of the Meffiah ; for then, 
the fin of idolatry will be unknown : but 
the true fenfe of the cxpreffion is, that the 
nation now in captivity exclaims, ^^ Our fa* 
thers have finncd'f*, but they (are) no more; 
and we have borne (the puniftiment of) their 
iniquities/' For on account of the fin of 
idolatry, which our fathers were guilty of 
during the continuance of the firft temple, 
they were carried captive ; and the children 
which they have begotten, have . remained 
in it } and therefore, they made ufe of that 
proverbial expreflSion ; (Ezek. xviii. 2) "The 
fathers have eaten four grapes, and the child- 
ren's teeth are fet on edge." But at the fu- 
ture redemption, it will not be fo ; for then. 



• The fin of idolatry was moft heinous ; it was 
nothing lefs than high treafon againft the xnajefly of God ;' 
cfpecially while the theocracy fubfiiled; it therefore was 
guarded againib by the, feTereftpenalties, under a difpenfation 
expre(«ly appointed to preferve the Ifraelites from the general 
taint of idolatry^ and to maintain and propogate the know-» 
ledge of the One true God, 

f Lament. v» 7* 

Vol. 1L Z the? 
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the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the LoRD; as he will circumcifc their hearts; 
fb that in lieu of their fathers being carried 
into captivity, they will enjoy the redemp- 
tion and falvation of the Lord ; they there- 
fore, will not fay any more, that they have 
borne the iniquities of their fathers ; becaufe 
they will have been redeemed from that cap- 
tivity virherein their fathers iniquity had 
broitight them : and they will then fay, "e- 
i;»ery man fliali die for his own iniquity;'* 
whe^cis it 18 clear, that the Prophet fpoke of 
their paft condition ; not of their future : for 
aftfcr their re<lemption, they will no more 
Ml inX^ fin; as the Prophet 6iys immediately 
^^r, ver^ jift. 6cc. ^Behoid^ the days come^ 
faith th^ Lo9iD, thn I will make with tlic 
lTOufeK!>f ICriifel> and with thehoufe df Jadkh^ 
a new covcfittnft : Not according to the co- 
venant that I made with their fathers, in the 
* daiy that 1 took theifn by the hand, to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt ; which co- 
venant df mine they violated, although I was 
an hufband unto them, faith the Lord. But 
this (fliall be) the covenant which 1 will 
make with the houfe of Ifrael ; after thofe 
d^ys, faith the Lord, I will put my law in- 
to 
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to their inward parts, and upon their heart 
will 1 write it ;'" This properly denotes the 
Law which he had aforetime given to Mofes : 
but by no i.ieans does it imply a new law, 
as fome have erroncoufly imagined ; but only 
a new covenant: and the immediate confe- 
quence of that covenant will be, that the law 
which he had given them of old, will be fix- 
ed in their inward parts, and written upon 
their hearts : and which is the reafon, that 
the Prophet made ufe of the verb ♦/^inj in the 
preter tenfe, (which if Dr, Blaney had been 
abfc to have comprehended ; he would not 
have had the trouble to have written, nor 
his readers that of reading a long note, about 
the fixteen or feventeen MSS. that have pre- 
fix 1 eonverfive. — and his conjecture about 
Vina inftead of ♦nnj) I have given i becaufc 
the law had been given of old ; but by the 
new covenant, that law would be in their 
hearts ; fo that they fhould not fwerve from 
the due performance thereof, as they did 
heretofore : then will that union take place, 
which the Prophet fpeaks of in the latter 
member of the verfe. «' And I will be- 

Z 2 their 
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their * God, and they fhall be my 'f peo- 
pie." . 

The Prophet in verfe 34th, informs us, 
that there will then be no neceflity to inftr.udt 
mankind in the 'knowledge of their, duty to 
God; as this knowledge will be as natural 
to them, as the firft principles inherent in 
man. He alfo informs us, that this will not 
be on account of the fear of punifliment for 
what they had done ; for that he would par^ 
don their iniquity, and not remember their 
fin ; but that the real caufc of the fear and 
knowledge of God, being fo firmly fixed in 
the hearts of pien, wduld be on account 0/ 
the great and ftupendous miracles which will 
then be wrought in their fight : and of which^ 
no one will be able to entertain th^ leaft 
doubt. " And they (hall not teach any 
more, every man his neighbour, and every 
man his brother, faying. Know ye the Lord| 
for they fhall all know me, from the. ieaft 
of them, unto the greateft of them, faith th^ 
Lord ^ for I will pardon their iniquity^ ancj 
their fin will 1 remember no moreJ' 



«► Hcb. And I will be unto them for a God. 

f Heb. And they fliall be unto mc for a people. 



The 
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The Prophet then proceeds to fhew that 
notwithftanding all the fafferings of the na-. 
tion, yet fhould they never ceafc to be a na- 
tion : they never (liould be mingled -with, and 
loft, or fvvallowed up among the nations ; 
but jfli air continue to exiil as a diftind: nati- 
on ; ver, 35- 36. & 37. *' Thus faith the 
Lord, who hath appointed the fun for a 
light by day, the ftated order of the moon 
and ftars for a light by night ; who quieteth 
the fca, when the waves thereof roar ; the 
Lord of hofts (is) his name ; If thefe ordi- 
nances (hall depart from before me, faith the 
Lord; (then) fhall the feed of Ifra,cl alfo ceafe 
from being a nation before me for ever. Thus 
faith the Lord, if the heavens above can be 
ineafurcd, or the foundations of the earth be- 
neath be traced out ; then will I alfo rejedl the 
whole feed of Ifrael, becaufe of all that they 
have done faith the Lord." This predicti- 
on, which hath been fo fully, and fd com- 
pletely accomplilhed, is a landing miracle 
to this very day, of the truth and verity of the 
word of God, delivered by the mouth of his 
Prophet ; for although it is upwards of fe- 
venteen hundred years fince they have been 
driven out of their own country, and fcatter- 

cd 
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ed in all parts, where they have fuffercd in- 
numerable maflacres and perfccutions; (as al- 
ready mentioned i,n the courfe of this work*) 
fuch as no nation ever fufFered ; yet are they 
not extind, but ftill fublifl as a diftindt na» 
tion. And now, 1 fain vs^ould afk the deifts, 
or modern philofophcrs, how it v\ras poflible 
for Jeremiah, who prgpheficd upv^ards of 
two and twenty hundred years ago "f*, thus to 
cxprefs himfelf in Aich clear and unequivocal 
terms, concerning the ftate of the nation, at 
this very day, as he has done ; unlefs he had 
received it froxn God : from him to whom 
all things are known, bleffed be his name* 
Amen. 

I muft alfo take the liberty to obfervc^ that 
it is demonftrable from this prophecy, that 

• Vol. Ift. Introd. p. z6. &c, and Ibid. DiiTerU p, 
»7, — —1 8, &c. 

f Jeremiah was called to the prophetic office, in 
the thirteenth year of King Jofiah ; forty years before the dc- 
ftriidion of the firil ten^^le j which according to the Jewifli 
chronology, is the year of the world 329^^. (See Gans in 
Tfemach David, fol. 15. a.) and as the prefent year 1796 ig 
according to the fame chronology 5556. it is plain that up- 
wards of two thoufand two hundred years have clapfed iince 
the delivery of this prophecy ; allowing that be did not deli- 
ver ir, till the latter part of his life. 

God 
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God never yet did, nor ever will, rcjed: the 
houfe of Ifrael, as a nation, and take the 
Gentiles in their ftead, as the generality of 
Chriftian writers pretend -, (and which I fup- 
pofe they tound on thofe expreliionf, put in- 
to the mouth of Jcfus, Math, xxi. 42* Mark. 
xii. 10. & Luke xx. 17.) No: no fuch thing 
ever will take place ; " For the Logo's por- 
tion (is) his people; Jacob (is) the lot of 
his inheritance*." And this prophecy, as 
well as that in chap, xxxiii. 25. — 26. are the 
cleareft evidence, that the Jews are never to 
be rcjefted by God, but to continue his peo- 
ple for even 

In vcr. 38th. the Prophet gives a defcrip- 
tion of the circumference of the new city 
that is to be built on the fite of Jerufalem. 
** Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, 
that the city fliall be built unto the Lord, 
from the tower of Hananeel iinto the corner 
gate : And the meafuring line (hall yet go 
forth over againft it upon the hill Gareb, and 
^ (hall encompafs Goath ; And the whole val- 
ley of the dead bodies -f*, and of the alhes, 

and 

• Deut. xxxii. 9. 

f This certainly was the valley of Hinnom ; or 

the 
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« 

and all the fields unto the brook Kidron, as 
far as to the angle of ihe horfe gate eaft- 
ward, fhall be holy to the Lord : it (liall not 

* 

be plucked up, neither fliall it be, thrown 
down any more for ever.*' Fiom the preceding 
explanation of this prophecy, the five fol- 
lowing fundamental principles are deducible* 
Firft, that the ten tribes, called the kingdom 
of^Ifrael^ the principal of whom was E- 
phraim, (hould alfo be reftored at the future 
redemption, as well as Judalt; and which a- 
grees with the fourth principle contained in 
the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, that immediately preceding the 
redemption, the nations will go up to the 
land of promife, in order to conquer Jerufa- 
km ; when God will there take vengeance 
on them : as mentioned ver. 6th. ** For 
there is yet a day unto the Lord our God,, 
that the deflroyers upon mount Ephraim 
fl)all cry, Arife, and let us go up to Zioh/* 
And which agrees with xht fecond principle 
of Ifaiah. 

Third, that the viiible fymbol of the She^ 

the Valley of Jehoftiapbat, where all the aflies and filth Was 
fan ied to, after Joiiah had defiled it. 

chinahy 
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chi?jah^ 6r divine prefencc, and the ipirit of 
prophecy^ will be again reftorcd to Jcrufa- 
lem; as is faid. verfc 23d. •* The Lord 
blefs thee, O habitation of Juftice, O moun- 
tain ef holinefs/' And which agrees with 
the eighth principle of Ifaiah. 

Fourth, that after the future redemption, 
they will not go into captivity any more; for 
that God will circumcife their heart ; and 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord. And which agrees with the eighth 
and eleventh principles of Ifaiah. 

Fifth, that Jerufalem will be greatly en- 
larged in circumference : and which is an 
addition to what the Prophet Ifaiah had pro- 
phecied concerning the future redcmptioD, 
and happinefs of the nation. 

He has alfo fhewn in this prophefcy, that 
God will never caft oflF, nor rejedt the feed of 
ifrael ; and which agrees with what our Le^ 
giflator Mofes foretold upwards of three' 
thoufand years agOy " And yet for all that, 
when they be in the land of their enemies, I 
will not caft them away, neither will I abv 
hor them, to deftroy t|p||m utterly, and W 
break my covenant with them ; for I (am) 
the Lord their God '* &c. (Levit*^ xxvi^ 
Vot* li. A a 
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44*) And in his prophetic Poem he hatfe 
alfo clearly pointed out to us the mercy of 
God in the prefervation of the nation ; as 
fhewn in Vol. Ift. page 21 . &c. And which 
hath been fo exadlly accomplifhcd to this ve- 
ry day, that we cannot but confider it as 
one of the moft fignal and illuftrious ads of 
Divine Providence. And yet, Deifts * and 
modern philofophers, fcruple not to call Mo- 
fes and the Prophets liars and impoftors^ 
When I thus fee infidelity ftalking abroad, ia 
open day, I am lofl: in amazement and won* 
der, at the depravity of human nature, that 
can fhut its eyes againft the conviftion o£ 
truth : againft what we all know to be true^ 
and are ourfelves eye witnefTes of ; I meaa 
the prefervation of an handful of people^ 
fcattered all over the face of the globe, and 
perfecutcd by both kings and people : Ijjr 
Heathens, Chriftians, and Mahometans, wh(^ 
all have confpired to ruin and extirpate thia 
nation ; and yet have not been able to efFed: 
it. For this, it is impoflible for human wif* 
dom to afiign an adequate caufe ; but that it 
is, the wili of God, who watches over, and 

* Seq Thomas Painc*s age of Reafon, part Hi!. 

pre- 
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prcferves them for the great end of their re- 
demption and falvation, by the hands of the 
true MciTiah, according to the promifes de- 
livered by the mouths of his fcrvants the Pro- 
phets. 

I muft now obferve that, none of the a- 
forementioned fundamental principles con- 
tained in this prophecy, have hitherto been 
accompliflied : not at their return from Ba- 
bylon ; for thofe that returned from Baby- 
lon, vi^ere the people of Judah only, who had 
been carried captive by Nebuchadnezzar : 
but here the Prophet tells us, that not only 
the captivity of Judah fliould be reftored, but 
the captivity of Ifrael alfo j meaning the ten 
tribes that were carried away long before, by 
Shalmaneier king of Affyria, and who ftill 
remain in that captivity ; having never re- 
turned to their own land, when thofe that 
were captive in Babylon went up ; and which 
/ vircre only a few of Judah and Benjamin, and 
iuch as fell to them, and thofe not of the 
moil refpedable. But according to the terms 
oi this prophecy, we are entitled to expeft, 
not a partial, but a complete and univerfal 
xeftoration of both the kingdoms of Ifrael 

A a 2 and 
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and Judah; when God will manifeft hira-?^ 
(elf, as aforetime, byjhe return of his divine 
prefencc to the temple. Ag^in, it is well 
known, that the circumference of the city 
pf Jerufalem that was built when they rc- 
turncd'from Babylon, did not by any mean§ 
accord with the defcription here given there- 
of by the Prophet, Moreover, it is promif- 
ed, that after this reftoration, they /hould 
pot go into captivity more 5 neither ,fliould 
Jeiufalem be plucked up, nor thrown down 
any more. And that f' they (hould not 
teach any more, every man his neighbour, 
aud cyery man l>is |)rother^ ^yi^gt Know 
ye the Lord ; for they ihall all know me^ 
from the Icaft of them, unto the greateft of 
them." But, it is well known, that during 
the fpcond tpniple, they vyere fo far from be- 
i^g thus filled with the knowledge of tfee 
Lord, that they were extremely wicked j; 
and which wickednefs, was the caufc that 
Jerufalem and |he temple were plucked up^ 
and thrown down, by the Romans y and they 
were carried into this long and dreadful cap- 
tivity, where they l^aye C9n tinned to thisf 
day ^ without either king or prince. Frora 
all vjrhich, it is manifeft, that thefe great and ^ 

glorious 
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g^orio\*s promifes were not fulfilled at their 
return from Babylon. And, it is equally 
iclcar from the aforefaid reafons, that they ne- 
ver were accomplished by, or in the perfoa 
of Jefus ; whence it is manifeft, that they le- 
main to be accomplifhed by the hands oJ[the 
Cruc Meffiah. 

As to what the generality of Chriftian 
Writers aflibrt^ that it denotes the Jpiritual call 
pf the Gentiles at the coming of Chrift ; is 
futile, and highly fallacious ; because, the 
prophet fays, verfe 9th, that thofe that are 
tp be redeemed^ arc of the kingdpm of Ifrael ; 
emphatically, ftilcd Ephr^im } hecaufe their 
firft king (Jeroboam) was of that tribe. And 
that thofe that were fcattcred in captivity, 
are thofe that are to be gathered; ver, loth, 
^* He that fcattcred Ifrael will gather him." 
Whence it is clear to demonftration, that 
thcfe promifes cannot at any rate be applied 
to the Gentiles, who never went into aajf 
fuch captivity. 

The fifth prophecy, commences verfc 
3$th, chapter xxxii, and is continued to verfe 
41ft, of the fame. 

The fubjedl of this prophecy, is to aflure us 
pf the complete refloration of the nation in 

the 
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the latter days ; when they arc to have the 
entire and undifturbcd poffeflion of the land 
for ever ; and are never to be removed from 
it, or be carried into captivity more. 

The Prophet having in the immedi- 
ately preceding part of the chapter, fpo • 
ken of the defl:rud:ion of Jerufelcm, (verfe 
28th,) " Behold I am (about) giving 
this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, 
and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and he fhall take it. And 
the Chaldeans that fight againft this city, 
fhall enter, and ftiall fct this city on fire, 
.&C.*'''— For becaufc of mine anger, and be- 
caufe of mine indignation, hath this city been 
to me, from the day that they built it, even 
unto this day, to remove it from before my 
face," &c. Now informs them, that zU 
though it was to be given into the hands q£ 
Nebuchadnezzar, yet was it not to be given 
to him abfolutely, for ever, but only for A 
time ; and which is, ** becaufc of all the 
wickednefs of the children of Ifrael, and the 
children of Judah, which they have commit* 
ted to provoke me to anger," &c. But as 
their wickednefs will not continue for ever ; 
as there will come a time^ whei^J {hall gather 

my 
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my people together, and will caufe them to 
return to this place, to Jerufalem ; where 
they ihall dwell in fafety, and I will no long- 
er hide my face from them, but they (hall be 
my people 5 becaufc they will then mend 
their ways, and will not do as they do at pre- 
fent; as the Prophet fays ver. 36th. ** And 
now therefore thus faith the Lorh God of 
Ifracl, concerning this city, of which ye fay. 
It is delivered- into the hand of the king of 
Babylon by (the) fword, and by famine, and 
by peftilcnce ; Behold, 1 will gather them 
out of all the countries whither i have driv- 
en them in mine anger, and in mine indigna^ 
tion, and in great wrath : '* The Prophet 
here makes ufe of three terms, to denote the 
three different captivities ; for " in mine an- 
ger," denotes the captivity of the ten tribes : 
^* in mine indignation," the deftru(aion of 
Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar ; ** and in 
great wrath," the prefent captivity, which ii 
great and dreadful indeed : and concerning 
which he fays, ** And 1 will bring them 
again unto this place, and I will caufe them to 
dwell fecurely." By which, he fhews that 
they arc not to go into captivity any more; 
but are to dwell in peace and fecurity. And 

this 



1^4 DISSERTATIONS 

this will be, bccaufe, ^* They {hall be my 
people, and I will be their God/' For then, 
there will be no ftrange god's among them f 
but they will worfhip the Lord in fincerity 
and truth, and will no mare return to fin : 
and although tlic hearts of men differ greatly 
in their affeftions, appetites, andpaflions; 
yet in regard of their fear and duty to God, 
they will all be then of one mind ; and from 
which, they will never Iwerve : this will be 
effected by the great and ftupendous mira- 
cles, that will be wrought in their fight ; ef- 
pccially that of the Refurredion; (as already 
noticed, VoL Ift. p. 195, Sec.) fo that they 
will all have but one heart; ver. 39th. ** And 
1 will give them one heart and one way, to 
fear me continually *, for the good of them,r 
and of their children after them.'* And as 
they will thus be for ever virtuous, God will 
alfo make an everlafting covenant with them;^ 
for they will then be defervingof it; as they 
will never depart from him ;. verfe 4ath. 
*' And I will make an everlalting covenant 
with them, that I will not turn away from 
them, to do them good ; and the fear of me 

♦ Helv All the days -, i, «, for cver.^ 

wUi 
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will I put into their heart, that they fhall not 
depart from me, , And 1 will rejoice over 
them in doing them good, and I will plant 
them in this land aiTuredly, with all my 
heart, and with ail my foul." For the evil 
which God faid he would bring upon Jeru- 
salem, was in his anger, and in his wrath : 
for he doth not defirc the death of the finner, 
but that he turn from his evil way, and live« 
But when they are deferving of his goodnefs, 
then the Lord rejoiceth in his works ; and 
therefore he faid, **I will rejoice over them ia 
doing them good ;** Thus alfo fays Mofes, 
(Deut. XXX. 9.) **For the Lord will agaiu 
rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over 
thy fathers." In like manner, the Prophet 
fays, "And I will plant them in this land, 
afluredly with all my heart and with all my 
foul." Becaufe, when they were in the land 
at other times -, they^were not planted, fo as 
to take deep root ; as they were carried cap- 
tive from it ; but at the future redemption, 
they fhall be planted in truth, fo as to be- 
come a durable plant, as it is in *'my heq^rt, 
and my foul." For they fhall no more be re- 
moved from it ; nor ever go in any other 
captivity. 

Vol.: II. B b From 
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From the preceding explanation of this 
prophecy, the four -following fundamental 
principles are deducible. Firft, the reaflem- 
bling of the nation, at the time of their future 
redemption ; and which agrees with the third 
principle of the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, that the ten tribes will alip return 
at the future redemption ; and which agrees 
with thQ fourth principle of Ifaiah. 

Third, that the conjugal union (if I may 
be allowed ' the cxpreflion) of God with the 
nation, will again be as aforetime : as the 
Prophet fays, ** And I will be their God.*' 
And which agrees with the eighth principle of 
Ifaiah, 

Fourth, that they are never to go into 
captivity more : and that God will circum- 
cife their heart ; and put his fear into their 
heart for ever : and which agrees with the 
eleventh principle of Ifaiah. 

Now, it is well known that, none of thcfe 
glorious promifes were accomplifhed at their 
return from Babylon ; for then, their fituati- 
on was the reverfc of what is here promifed. 
Neither can it be faid, ths^t they ever were 
fulfilled in the time of Jefus. And it would 
enly be wafting of time to no purpofe, to 

fhcw 
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jihew the futility and abfurdity of applying 
them to the fpiritualizing fcheme of the 
Chriftian Writers. Whence it is manifeft, 
that thefc promifes remain to be accomplilh- 
ed at the coming of the true Mefliah. 

The fixth prophecy commences chapter 
xxxiiid. ver. i ft. and is continued to the lafl 
Ircrib of the fanoc. 

Vcrfc I ft. •* And the word of the Lord 
came to Jeremiah a fecond time, whilft he 
was ftUl confined in the court of the prifon^ 
fiiying." The term a " fecond time," has 
bee» varioufly explained by the different 
c€tomentatoi's ^ bat without entering into 
the merits of their different opinions, I jfhall 
dSte what appears to me to be the true ftate of' 
the cafe ', aind which agrees with the opinion 
of the learned Abarbanai ; and is in perfe£l: 
coincidence with the arrangement of the 
chapters. 

After the ProplKt had delivered the pro- 
phecy (which we have }uft explained) con-* 
Gcming the future redemption of the nation ^ 
he^ in the immediately fucceeding £:d:ion; 
fpeaks of their return from Babylon : hav- 
ing firft premifed thus ver. 42. " For thus 
' ikith the Lord, As 1 have brought upon this 

B b 2: people 
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people all this great evil, fo will I bring up* 
on them all the good which I fpeak concern- 
ing them/* And which denotes the pro^ 
mife of their future redemption, as mention- 
ed, ver. 37* &c. However, long before this, 
he oblervcs, they will be vilited in their cap- 
tivity in Babylon, and permitted to build the 
fecond temple, where they will ^gain buy 
fields &c. ver. 43, — 44. - ** And fields fhall 
be bought in this land, of which ye fay. It 
(is) defolate without man or bcaft, (it) is 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans. Fields 
fhall men buy with money, drawing up wri- 
tings * alfo, and fealing, and caufing witneflf- 
cs to atteft^ in the land of Benjamin, and in 
the envirocis of Jerufalem, and in the cities 
of Judah, and in the cities of the hill (coun- 
try,) and in the cities of the plain, and m the 
cities 1^ the fouth ; . for I will reverfe their 
captivity, faith the Lord." 
- From the words of the Prophet, it is plain 
that thofe parchafes fhould only be " in the 
i^nd of Benjamin, and in the enmrons ofjeru^ 
falem, and in the cities of Judah^ and in the ci-- 
ties of the hill (country J and in the cities of the 



• H<;b. And written in the book. 



plain 



^ 



ON THE PROPHECIES. 199. 

plain', andin the cities ofthefoutb :" All which, 
was the inheritance of Judah and Benjamin -, 
(as .iTxay^be fcQn.in . Jolh. xv. 21.— 3 3, .-48. 
fic'xviii. .28.) ar}d by ;Which, the Prophet in- 
formed us, thftt the^tribcs of Judah and Ben- 
jpmia only, wopld return from Babylon, to 
the, reftojation of the. fecdnd temple; anci 
concerning whom, he fays, *' 1 will rcverfe 
their captivity/' But that the other tribes 
whom Sennacherib had carried captive would 
not then return. And, after that God had 
thus revealed to the Prophet the redemption 
from Babylon, in which judah and Benjamin 
were to return ; he in another vifion, {hew- 
ed him the future reftoration ; when not on- 
ly judah and .Benjamin fhould return ; but 
the kingdom and houfe of Ifrael alfo. And 
as this vifion was concerning the future re- 
demption, it fays, ** And the word of the 
Lord came to Jeremiah a fecond time;" be- 
caufe the future redemption, is the fecond in 
regard to that of Babylon, which is mention- 
ed above. We are alfg informed that ** he 
was ftill confined in the court of the prifon,' 
thereby indicating that, his condition was 
fimilar to the ftate of die nation ; for as 
te was confined many days in the court of 

the 
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tlie prifon, where he received thofe two vi- 
fions ; the one, of the particular redemption 
of Judah and Benjamin from Babylon ; and 
the other, of the general reftoration of the 
whole nation ; fo would Ifracl be confined 
in the prifon of the captivity for along time; 
where they would be confidcred as a butt, or 
mark to (hoot at ; And therefore^ the Pro- 
phet made ufe of the term miODn the frifon^ 
becaufe it alfo denotes a butt ot mark to jfhoot 
at, as well a prifon. See Lingua Sacra Radi» 
T03 3d. 

In verfe 2d, the Prophet fpeaks of botE 
the redemptions* Thus faith the Lord^ 
the doer of it/' By the pronooa H affix iT*^ 
the Prophet meant the redemption froitt 
Babylon \ and which was, as if he had fairfy 
it will not be Cyras that will dofV, but God 
himfclf ; as he will ftir up bis fpirit to ac- 
complifti it. And of the future i*edemption, 

* The manner in whicb- fomc Chriftian criticlfB have 
attempted the emendation of this exprejHi'on, (Sec Blancy^s 
Note on this place, in his new Tranflation) which they lool? 
ii'.on as corrupt, owing to their ignorance of the /ViViKrof the 
Sacred Language, the prophetic part efpecially, cannot help 
provoking the rifibiliiy of the true Hebraifl^, and induce him' 
to L:-.claim, Alas, how are the mighty fallen \ 

th'cf 
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the Prophet fays, ** The Lord fornieth it, 
to prepare it, the Lord is his name." For 
as the future redemption will be by far a 
greater miracle than that from Babylon, the 
Prophet fpeaks as if it required great prepa- 
ration. 

And as God had before commanded hinv 

not to pray for them, xi. 14, & xiv 1 1. 

" And as for thee, pray not for this people, 
neither lift up cry or prayer for them, nei- 
thcr intercede with me ; for I will not hear 
thee/' He therefore now grants him per- 
miflion to pray to him, in behalf of the na- 
tion at the time of the future redemption : 
vcrfc 3d. ** Call unto me, and I will anf- 
wcr thee, and I will (hew thee great things, 
and mighty things, which thou knoweft not." 
For as thefe great and mighty things did not 
concern the redemption from Babylon, of 
which he had fpoken in the preceding chap- 
ter, he with jull propriety faid, ** which 
thou knoweft not," becaufe he had not yet 
(hewn him the vifion; and therefore proceeds 
verfc 4th. ** For thus faith the Lord, the 
God of Ifrael, concerning the houfcs of this 
city, and concerning the hou(es of the kings 
gf Judah, which are thrown down by the 

mounts 
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mounts and by the fvvord ; That- are come 
to fight on the part of the Chaldeans, and to 
fill them with the dead bodies of the men, 
whom 1 have flajn in mine anger, and in my 
wrath, and upon accqunt of all the. wicked- 
nefs of whom I have hid my face froo) this 
city/' But although God would thus pu- 
nifh them, yet, would he himfelf fave and 
redeem (hem, verfe 6th. '* Behold, I will 
bring it health and cure," That is, to Jcru- 
lalem: and concerning Judah, he fays, ^*And 
I will heal them ; I will alio reveal' unto 
them abundant peace and truth :'' And this 
redemption will not be as was the vifitation 
of Babylon, when only a part of Judah and 
Benjamin returned;, for at the future Redemp- 
tion, I will gather both, Judah .and Ifr^ll ;. 
and will cleanfe them of ^//th^ir fins : ver. 7.. 

8. '* And I wijl caufe the captivity of. 

Judah, and the captivity, of Ifrael ^to, return ;^ 
and I will build them as at the firft. ^ And h 
will cleanfe themof alLthcii-jniquity, which: 
they have been guilty of tovirards:me ; .and I, 
will paridon all their iniquitieSi*wl)ich they; 
have finned againftme, and which they have 
tJ-anfgrefied again ft me.;' 

The Prophet then proceeds tofpeakofthe 

great 
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great joy and happincfs which the nation will 
then enjoy ; for though Jerufalcrn at the dc- 
felation thereof, ** was fet apart as unclean*; 

her virgins were afflidted, and (he herfelf 

was in bitternefs ;** Yet fliall it then be far 
othcrwife: vcr. 9. 10. " And it fhall be 
to me a name of joy, a praife, and a glory, 
among all the nations of the earth, which 
ihall hear of all the good that I do with them ; 
and they fhall fear and tremble becaufe of all 
the good, and becauie uf the pro(perity that 
I procure unto it -f. Thus faith the Lord, 
yet again /hall be heard in this place, (of) 
which ye fay, it (is) defolatc without man 
and without beail:, in- the cities of Judah, and 
in the streets of Jerufalcm, (that are) defo* 
late without man, even without an inhabit- 
tant, and without beaft ; The voice of Joy^ 
and the voice of gladnefs, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the 
voice of them that fhall fay, Praife yc the 
Lord of hofts, for the Lord (is) good, for 
his mercy (endurcth) for ever; (and) of them 
that fhall bring (the facrificc of) thankfgiv- 
ing into the houfc of the Lord ; for I will 

• Or, A vagrant* Lament, u t. f Jcriifaltfm. 

Vol. IL C c rcftorc 
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reftore the captivity of the land as at tjie 
firft, faith the Lord." ^ Healfo informs us 
of the blefling that is to attend their iliccp 
?nd herds, ver. 12,^-^13. " Thus faith the 
Lord of hofls, Again /hall there be in this, 
place (that is) defolatc without rnan aqd 
yvithout bcaft, and in all the cities thereof, 
an habitation of fliephprds folding /hcep. In 
the cities of the hill (country,) and in the ci- 
ties of the vale, and in the cities of the fouth, 
and in the land of Benjamin, and in the en- 
virons of Jerulklem^ and in the cities of Ju- 
dah, ihall flocks pafs again under the hands 
of him that numbereth (theni) faith the 

Lord." 

The Prophet then proceeds to fpc^k of the 
happinefs that the nation is to enjoy during 
the glorious reigri of the true Meffiah ; ver, 
i4^ &c. *' Behold, the days come, faith the 
Lord, that 1 will perform that good things 
v^hich I have fpoken concerning tlje houfe 
of Ifrael^ aqd concerning the hojifcpf Judah^ 
In thpfe days, and at that time, will 1 caufe 
to grow up unto David a branch of righteouf- 
j>pfs, and he fhall execute Judgment and 
Jufticc in the land. In thofe days Judah 
ihall be faved, and Jerufalcm fliall dwell in 

fafcty ? 



ON THfe PROPHEClfeS. 265 
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ikfety : and this (is) what the Lord fliall 
call it, our righteoufncfs/' Jcrufalcm will 
then be fo called. And in like manner, the 
Prophet Ezckicl fajs *, ** xAnd the name of 
the city from (that) day (fliall be) the Lord 
(is) there/' 

He alfo informs us, that at the future re- 
demption, there will not be any divifion 
of kingdoms between Ifrael and Judah, as 
there was aforetime ; but that the Meffiah 
the fon of David, will reign over the houfc of 
Ifrael, as well as over the houfe of Judah : 
verfc 17th. *' For thus faith the Lord^ 
there fhall not be a failure in the line of Da- 
vid of one fitting upon the throne of the houfe 
of Ifrael/' Thus much for the line of the 
kings. In verfc i8th, he fpeaks of the line 
of the priefthood. Neither (hall there be a 
failure in the line of the priefts the Levites 
of one offering before me burnt offerings, 
and to burn meat offering?, and to perform 
facrifice continually." And, in order to give 
force to this prophecy, the Prophet received 
the following vilion ; ver, 19. &c. ** The 
word of the J^tORd came alfo to Jeremiah, 

* Ezck. xlviii. ii, 

C c a f3.ying, 
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faying. Thus faith the Lord, If yc can make» 
void my covenant of the day,, and my cove- 
nant of the night, fo that they be not daily- 
and nightly in their feafon ; (Then) alfo 
Ihall my covenant be made void with David 
my fervant, that he fhall not have a fon 
reigning upon his throne ; and with the Le-- 
vites the pricfts my minifters.** By the Pro- 
phtt^s making ufc of the pronoun ** Yc," it 
is clear tijac he addrefled himfelf to the houfe 
of Ifrael; for it is well known,, that when the 
ten tribes, or houfe of Ifrael, revolted fromx 
the royal line of David,, that they alfo endea- 
voured to deilroy the facerdotal line, whicbi 
had defcended from Aaron : for as Jeroboam, 
was not of the feed of David, &> he alfo 
** made priefts of the loweft order of the peo-» 
pie, which were not of the fons of Levi*." 
God therefore tells them, that as they arc 
not able to make void his^ covenant of day 
and night, fo fliall they not be able to make- 
an eternal failure and interruption in thcfe 
two lines. And although they have been 
greatly diminiflacd, yet will God caufe them* 
to multiply exceedingly: verfc 22d. *^ A^ 

• 1 King,. >ji 31. 

thcr 
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the hoft of heaven cannot be numbered^ nor 
the fand of the Tea meafured : fo will I muU 
tiply the fccd of David my fcrvant, and the 
Levites that minifter unto me/* 

The Prophet then informs us, that he had 
another vifion, by which God ihewed him 
the futility of the argument made ufe of by 
the free thinkers of the nation; as well as 
the profligate part of the priefts: vcfr. 23 &c. 
•' The word of the Lord came alfo to Jere- 
miahy faying. Haft thou not obferved what 
this people have fpoken, faying The two fa- 
milies which the Lord hath chofen, he hath 
even rejcdcd them ? And they have treated 
my people with fcorn, fo as not to confidcr 
them any more as a nation^** For when the 
dcfcendants of thofe two families faw that 
the nation was carried into captivity, they 
imagined that they were totally rejected ^ 
they therefore took no pains to inftrudt the^ 
people,, and to lead them into the right path > 
becaufe they confidered the nation as loft in 
captivity, and paft redemption : but this, he 
aflured them was not the cafe; for, (vcr. 25;. 

26.) " Thus faith the Lord, if my co" 

l^ecant be not daily and nightly, the ordi- 
nances 
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nances of heaven and earth (if) I have not 
appointed ; Then will I caft off the feed of 
Jacob, and David my fervant, fo as not tb 
take of his feed to be rulers unto. the feed o^ 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob : for 1 will re- 
verfc their captivity, and I will have mercy 
upon them," Thefe words, we may obferve, 
(fays Abarbanal) are the regular inference of 
a Syllogifm, the minor of which is fuppreff- 
ed, but may be fupplied thus, But my co- 
venant is daily and nightly^^ and I have ap- 
pointed the ordinances of heaven and earth. 
Therefore I will not cafl off the feed of Ja- 
cob, &c. He alfo informs us how and when 
this will be, by faying, ** for I will reverfc 
their captivity, and will have mercy upon 
them," Which is, as if he had faid. True, 
in their captivity, they have neither king, 
nor prince : but I will reverfe their captivi- 
ty at the time of the future redemption ; and 
then, (liall a king of the line of David reign 
over them ; and there iliall not he a failure 
in the line of the priefls the Levitea &c. as 
mentioned vcrfeiSth. 

From the explanation here gjiven of this 
important prophecy, the four following fun- 
damental principles, are clearly deducible. 

Firft, 
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Firft, that God will perfedtly heal the wound 
of Ifrael and Judah, which they have receiv- 
ed in this long and dreadful captivity ; and 
redeem them from it; as is faid, ver. 6. — 26, 
^* Behold, I will mjike it perfcdly found 
3nd whole, and will heal them y — ** For I 
will reverfe their captivity, and 1 will have 
piercy upon them. " And which agrees 
with the third ^rincifk of the prophecies of 
Jfaiab. 

Second, that at the future redcnjption, not 
only Judah and Benjamin will return, as they 
4id to the fecond temple, but the houfe of 
Ifrael alfo; as mentioned vcr. 7th, ** And 
, I will bring back the paptivity of Judah, and 
the captivity of Ifrael, And I will build them 
as at the fird/' And which agrees with the 
fourth principle of Ifaiah. 

Third, that at the future redemption, ^ 
king of the fped of David is to reign over 
them ; as mentioned^ ver. 15th. '* In thofc 
days, and at that time I will caufe to grow 
up of the line of David a branch of right-- 
cpufnefst" &c. And which agrees with the 
tenth ptfinciple of Ifaiah . 

Fourth, that after the future redemption, 
(hey (h?ill not go into captivity more: as 

men.". 
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inentioi>cd vcr, J7th. &c. ** There fliall not 
be a failure in the line of David of one fitting 
upon the throne of the houfc of Ifrael, nei- 
ther (hall there be a failure in the line of the 
priefts ,the Levites,*' continually. ■ If ye 
call make void my covenant of the day, &c. 
«— ^ Then fhall my covenant be made void 
with David my fervant," &c. And which 
agrees with the eleventh principle of Ifai- 
;ah. 

Now it is clear from all hiftory, both ia- 
^red and profane^ that none of thefe glorious 
promijfes have ever bee^i fulfilled. Not at 
their ret^irn from Babylon ; for then they did 
not repeive a pterfeft cure for the wound of 
the captiyiiy ; as they were in almoft contin* 
ual fubjedion to the Perfians, Greeks, and 
jRomans ; neithe|- did the ten tribes return 
to the fecond temple : and during the con* 
tinuance of which, David was without ade- 
fcendant of his family fitting on the throne 
of Judah or Ifrael, in any ienfe whatever ; ^s 
the kings that they had, were of the race of 
the Afmoneans, and Herodians. And froin 
the deftrudtion of Jerufalem by the Romans 
to the prefent time, they have neither had a 
]kip|g, nor a regular priefthood offering burnt 

offerings 
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offerings &c. before the Lord ; fo that it is 
tnanifeft^ that hitherto there has been a fai- 
lure and interruption both in the royal line 
of David, and in the facerdotal one of Levi. 
This is a plain proof that the prophecy al- 
ludes not to any time that is already part, but 
refpefts that which is to come : and is alfo 
a demonftration, that this prophecy, was not 
fulfilled in the perfon of Jefus ; for he did 
not reftorc the ten tribes ; nor did he heal the 
wound of their captivity. On the contrary, 
it is well known that, a few years after his 
death, according to the predidtidn of Daniel, 
their temple was burnt, their chief city de- 
ftroyed, and their country laid wafte. Thou- 
fands and tens of thoufands of them were de- 
ftroyed by the fviord, and by famine, &c. and 
the remainder carried into this long and wo- 
ful captivity ; where they have fuffered fuch 
dreadful perfecutions, as no nation ever fuf- 
fered. So that inftead of procuring for them, 
the great and exalted happinefs mentioned in 
this prophecy, they have experienced nothing 
but ihame and mifery, fince the time of his 
appearance on earth : and which is a demon- 
ftration, that he could not be the Mcffiah, 
promifcd to the nation. 
Vol. II. ' D d As 



211 DISSERTATIOHS 

As to the fpiritualizing (chcmc of the 
Chriftians, who pretend that in a fpirltual 
icnfe the kingdom of Chrift, the fon of Da^ 
vid, has been for fomc time eftabliftied over 
thofe whom the Apoftle calls " the Ifraelo^ 
God," (Gal. vi. i6.) and the " childrcnof 
Abraham," (Gal. iii. 7.) meaning thereby 
what Chriftians call true believers, whether 
of the Jews or Gentiles. And alfo, that ia 
the Church of Chrift there hath been a con- 

T Z • 

ftant and uninterrupted fiicceffion of perfons 
appointed to perform the public offices of 
religion, although not taken out of the h^ 
mily of the priefts and Levites. A(id the? 
perpetuity of this kingdom and this prieft- 
hood, is, in the opinion of many learned 
Chriftian expofitors, looked upon as a fuU 
and authentic completion of the intcntioij 
of this prophecy. Bat this, (as a learned 
Chriftian commentator * obfervcs) " fecms 
to be fpiritualizing too far," Too far in- 
deed, when there i$ not even the leaft Aa- 
dow of reafqn, to fupport this falfe and ab- 
furd hypothefis : for the Ifracl, of which the 

Prophet fpcaks, are thofe that have been 

* * ■• . • 

• Dr. Blaney^ See his Note on this place. 
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fcattered in captivity, and whom God will 
never rcjedt, or caft ofFas a nation : as fhewn 
in the preceding prophecy ; and other parts^ 
of this work. Eefides, the Prophet does 
not fay a fyllable about a fpiritual kingdom ; 
but his whole difcourfc is concerning a tem- 
poral one^ where the Mefliah, the lineal 
defcendant of David, and his fucceflbrs, are 
to fit on the throne of Ifrael.-— — When Ju- 
dah is to be faved, and Jerufalem is to dwell 

in fecurity. Their flocks arc to increafe 

in all their poflcflions.— The priefts arc to 
jg^ir burnt offerings^ and meat offerings^ and " 
facrifkes for ever^ And which priefts are to 
be of the Levites, the defcendants of Jacob ; 
with whom God's covenant is never to be 
made void; (as mentioned ver. 20. &c.) and 
which is alfo a demonftration of the vanity 
and falfity of PauVs reafoning, concerning 
the change of the priefthood, as mentioned 
in his epiftle to the Hebrews * ; and on' 
which, I fuppofc this pofition of tht Chrif- 
tians concerning their priefthood, is founded* 
But nothing can be more fallacious, than the 
reasoning of Paul; (as virill b^ (hewn at large, 

* Chap. vii. la. 
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in the fecond part of this work ; when we 
come to confider thofe prophecies which 
Chriftians only apply to the Meffiah^ but 
which will be fhewn not to be applicable to 
the Mefliah) for I am confident that there is 
not any authority in the Old Teftament, to 
warrant fuch reafoning : nor is there any 
foundation for the fcheme of a fpiritual 
kingdom of the Mcffiah, contained there- 
in. 

The feventh prophecy is contained in the 
two laft verfes of Chapter ivth. of the La- 
mentations of Jeremiah. 

Verfe 21.-22. ** Rejoice and be glad, 
O daughter of Edom, that dwelleft in the 
land pf Uz ; unto thee alfo fliall the cup pafs 
over; thou ihalt be intoxicated^ and ihalt 
cxpofe thy nakednefs. The punifhment of 
thine iniquity is at an end, O daughter cf 
* Zion, he will not caufe thee any more to go 
into captivity : he hath vifited thine iniquity, 
O daughter of Edom ; he hath difcovered 
thy fins/ ' The Prophet thus comforts the 
daughter of Zion, by afluring her, that flie 
had fufFered the whole of her puniihment ; 
and confequently had nothing more to ap-* 
prehcnd of any future captivity : and alio 

that 
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that the punifhmcnt of thofe that had perfc- 
cuted her, was now to begin ; and which de- 
notes the time of the future redemption : 
when God will not only redeem the nation ; 
but will alfo in an exemplary manner, pu- 
nifli all thofe that perlecuted them during 
this long and dreadful captivity ; (as already 
/hewn in the courfc of this work ; and will 
be farther feen in the explanation of the re- 
maining prophecies) for the words of the Pro- 
phet can by no means apply to their return 
from Babylon : for then, it could not be faid, 
that, *'the puniflinient of their iniquity was at 
an end." And with much lefs propriety could 
the Prophet fay, **hc will not caufe thee to go 
into captivity anymore.*' For in the firft 
place, it is well known that, when they came 
outirom Babylon, they were not free ; and af- 
ter their return, during the continuance of 
the fecond temple, they were in almoft conti- 
nual fubjedlion, to the Perfians, Greeks, and 
Romans; the laftofwhom, four hundred 
and ninety years after their return, deftroyed 
their city and temple, and carried them into 
captivity, where tKey have remained to this 
day. Neither did the cup pafs unto the 
daughter of Edom, at their return from Ba- 
bylon : 



3i6 DISSERTATIONS 

by Ion : for the Edom here mentioDed, dc- 
notea the Romans ; who were defcended from 
the Dukes of Efau, or Edom, as I have 
/hewn. Vol. Ift. page 217. &c. aijd as wiU 
be (hewn more largely in the explanation of 
the Prophecy of Obadiah, which treats folc- 
ly concerning Edom. WheiK:e it is rnani* 
fcft that, this prophecy, delivered for the 
comfort of the daughter of Zion, has not yet 
been accomplifhed : not at their return ta 
Babylon ; nor yet in the time of Jefus r and- 
it would be only wafting of time, to fliew 
that it can by no means be applied in any 
fcnfc whatever, to the fpiritualizing fcheme 
of the Chriftians : confequently, it remains 
to be fulfilled at the future redemption of 
the nation, by the hands of the true Meffi* 
ah. 

Thcfc great and important- prophecies of 
' Jeremiah, which he prophefied concerning: 
the future reftoration of the nation, contain^ 
fix of the thiti'^txi fundamental principles con* . 
tained in the prophecies of Ifaiah. viz.' 
Firft, the vengeance which God will take 
on the nations at the time of the future re- 
demption, and the deftrudtion that he will 
bring upon thems for all the evil which^ 

they 
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they have done to Ifrael ; And which agrees 
with thcjirfi principle contained in the pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, The falvation of Ifrael, and theif 
redemption from this captivity, in which 
they have been fcattered all over the world : 
and which agrees with the third principle of 
Ifaiah. 

Third, that at the future redemption, the 
ten tribes that were carried captive to Afly- 
ria, &c, will alfo return ; and' which agrees 
^ith the fourth principle of Ifaiah,. 

Fourth, that the future redemption will 
not take place, till after they have been a 
yery long time in captivity, and fufFered in-. 
numerable hardships, and afflid:ions: and 
which agrees with the /event h principle of 
Ifaiah. 

Fifth, that the vifible fymbol of the di* 
yinc prefencc, and the holy fpirit of prophe- 
cy^ will again be reftored to them, as it was 
aforetime ; when the fccret of God was up- 
on their tabernacle ; they will alfo attain the 
higheft degree of wifdom, and knowledge of 
the Lord ; and which agrees with the eighth 
principle of Ifaiah. 

Sixth, that at the future redemption, a 
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king of the lineage of David, will reign over 
Ifrael and Judah together, the fame as Da- 
vid did ; And which agrees with the te?2fA 
principle of Ifaiah. 

Seventh, that after the future redemption, 
God will circumcife their heart; fo that they 
all together, both great and fmall, will fear 
him in fuch a manner, that they never will . 
return to fin any more ; cortfe(:iuently, they 
will never be doomed to any other captivity : 
and which agrees with the elen:enth prinqipk 
of Ifaiah, 

As to the other principles of Ifaiah, vi:^^ 
Firft, That the future redemption, will ex- 
a<Stly refemble that of Egypt. Second, that 
there is a certain j&xed and determinate timq. 
appoiiued by God, for the redemption of his 
people : for they will not be redeemed for 
the merit of the nation in that age j as there 
will be fuch a number of linners, and unbe- 
lievers amongft them, that they will not be 
worthy of being redeemed; but the promife 
of God, muft be accompli/hed, as (hewn in 
the prophecies of Ifaiah. Third, that thofe 
of the nation, who apoftatizcd through fear ' 
of perfecution; will return to God, with 
their whole heart, and partake of the happi- 

nefs 
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nds of "Chc future redemption. Fourth^ that 
at the time of the future redemption by the 
Mefiiahy the nations will ail acknowledge 
the pure Unity of God, and receive )|is Law. 
Fifth, that univerfai peace will then reign 
in the world : fo that nation (hall not lift up 
fpear againft nation^ nor Aiall they learn the 
art of war any more. Sixth, that the dead 
ihall live, and rife tip out of their graves. 

Of thofe fix princi|:AeS| tnentioned l))r 
Ifaiah, Jeremiah did not prophecy, as he 
did not receive anj rifion from God concern- 
ing them. But on the other hand, we find 
in his prophecies, a promife of two future 
events, not fpokcn of by Ifaiah. Firft, the 
name of the Meffiah ; and, fecondly, the 
enlarged circumference of Jcrufalem ; as 
fhewn in the explanation of his fourth pro- 
phecy. 
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' 'dissert A TION V. 

• . .. ^'^be Prophecies cfEzekieL 

rr^ HE fifths who prophcfied concerning 
^■,;i tl^^ redemption, and future happy rc- 
ft^f-j^tion' of thcj natio^n, was Ezekicl, the fon 
of Buzi : ^from .whofc writincis, I fhall fcle(ft 
fuch prophecies, as ip^si. clear and uncquivo- 
4Cajl n^^nner, fpcakj^fthcii: future re^pration^ 
and the ,^x^raordina'r^ happinefs they are to 
enjoy .i^ndcr^^the. iMeffijih, and his fuccciTors, 
the princes, of thehoufe of David* 

Tt^e ,fi/ft prophecy commences verfc 14th* 
of chapf^ ii^^j and is continued to the laft 
verfe of' the fame. 

For the better underftanding of this pro^ 
phecy, it is neceffary to premife, that Jeho- 
iachin underftanding from the jprophecies of 
Jeremiah, which he delivered concerning 
Jehoiachim, that he had exhorted him to bow 
his neck to the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and live, that the land might 
not be made defolate : in confequencc there- 
of, when Nebuchadnezzar came up againft 
Jerufalem in the beginning of the reign of 

Jeho-r 
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jchoiachia*, ihc weat out to him, together 
with his mother, his fervahts, his princes, 
and his oflic?rs ; and the king of Babylon 
took him, and carried; away all the trcafurcs 
of the lioufe of the Lord, and the treafures 
of the king's houfc, arid cut in pieces all the 
veffels of gold, which Solomon king of Ifrael 

had made, ;And carried captive all Jerufa- 

lem, and all the princes, and all the- mighty 

men of valour,- And carried them all to 

^Babylon. And made Zcdekiah king in Jc- 
rufalem. When therefore, Jehoiachin, and 
his princes, and all the people that were car- 
ried captive with him, faw, that Zedekiah^ 
ind the inhabitants of Jerufalem remained in 
peace, and that the city was not given into 
.the hands of the Chaldeans ; and that they, 
becaufc they believed the words of the Pro- 
phet, and went forth to the king of Babylon, 
and fobmitted to him, were carried captive i 
they repented :exceedingly, in that they had 
thus l^ftencd to the words of Jeremiah, and 
went forth to Nebuchadnezzar. Now, in 
prder to comfort them, this vifion was re- 
vealed to Ezekiel, who 4wa3 among them j 

* 2 King. xxiv. 224 
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as he himfclf fays *» ** And 1 was among -f 
the captives by the river Chcbar,— — the 
fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity,*' in 
which vifion he was informed^ that the ene- 
my, and oppreifor, would fbon enter the gates 
of Jerttfalemj (as Abarbanal has clearly 
Ihewn in his explanation of that prophecy •) 
And therefore, in the fecond vifion- which he 
j&w in the fixth year, lie- faw as if the fpirk 
of God had taken him up, and brought him 
to the eaft-gate of the Lord^s houfe; where 
were foiAe of the men of Jeru&lem ; when 
the LoRD^ faid unto him, Son of man, thefe 

(are) the men that devife iniquity who 

fay, — this (city is) the caldron^ and we (arc) 
the fleih," By which they meant,^ that they 
£hou)d die in full mature age; even as tlie 
choice pieces are not taken out of the caK 
dron^ till they arc perfrftly done. But in op- 
portion to this, God telk them, true, it £hdl 
be as you fay, but not as ye imagine: for if 
Jerufakin is the caldron, it is the caldron of 
the (lain : for many of )ou ihall perifli in it; 
but ye fhall be taken out, and cut to pieces 

• Chap. i. ver. i ft* 

f H^b* In d>e midil of the captivity. 

elfe. 
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dfe where, vcr. 7th. ••Therefore thus (aich 
the Lord God; Your (lain whom ye have 
laid in the midft of it, they (are) the fieih, 
and this city is the caldron :** and ver. 9tb« 
** And I will bring you forth out of the n^idft 
thereof, and will deliver you into the hand 
of ftrangers,'' &c. And becaufe £2x:kiel 
fcemed greatly aficdfced at this;, veife 13. 
•^ Then fell I down upon my £iice» and cried. 
,(with) a loud voice; and faid, Ah» Lorp 
iGod, wilt thou make a full end of the^ rem-* 
nant of Ifrael ? It therefore was neceifary^ 
that God fhould inform the Prophet of the 
evil difcourfe which they held concerning 
their brethren that were carried into capiivi-- 
ty ; and for which, they alfo were deferved** 
ly doonfied to go into captivity : and for this 
rcalon, the Prophet had the following vifion, 
verfe 14. &c. •' And the word of the Lord 
came unto me, faying : Son of man, thy bre- 
thren, (even) thy brethren, thy iellow cap • 
tives, and all the houfeof Ifrael (even) all 
of them 5 of whom the inhabitants of Jcru- 
ialem have faid, they are removed far from the 
Lord : unto us this land is given for an in- 
heritance." Chriftian commentators have 
thought that, the fecond T!^*^ ^^y brethren^ 

ought 
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otight to be omitted *: but this is owing to 
their not being able to enter into the fpirit of 
the idiom of the prophetic language ; for the 
iirft n^riM thy brethrm^ denotes thofc that 
were carried captive with him : and the fc- 
cond l*nx thy brethren^ denotes the ten tribes 5 
and on account of the great number of them>. 
he fays, ^* And all the houfe of Ifrael (even) 
all of them/* and **' of whom the inhabi- 
tants of Jerufalem faid, they arc removed, 
&c. — unto us this land is given'* &c. And 
in anfwer to which, the Prophet fays, ver. 
i6, " Therefore fay. Thus faith the Lord 
God ; Although I have caft them far off a- 
mong the nations, and although I have fcat- 
tered them in the countries ; yet will I be 
unto them as a little \ fanduary, in the 

• See the Note on this place, \\\ the Aichbifliop 
of Armagh's new Tianllation of Ezekiel'. 

f Dr. Newcome tranflates Oi;0 ti^'^pD. ** A fanc- 
tuary/tfr a fhort time," What was his rtaion for thus pervert- 
ing the text, from its true fenfe, contrary to the opinion of 
the Hebrew Commentators, and to the received reading, I 
know not : as he has not thought proper to acquaint us whsit 
authority he had for io doing; nor of the ufe he intended tp 
make oi it : unlcfs it was, to cxpofc as much as in his power, 
the ccrruftions of the pielent piinted text ; and which fcen[it 
TO be the fule aim of all the authors of the tifw and tmtricml 
tP«niflations. 

COUH'-^ 
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countries whither they fliall comc.'^ That 
is, although they arc removed from the great 
ian(fluary ; yet will I give them luch favour 
among fbme of the nations where they are 
driven, that they (hall be allowed to have 
Synagogues, which lliall be to them, as lit- 
tte temples, as having fome fmall holinefs, 
in comparifon of the great temple at Jerufa-, 
lem ; and where they fliall aflemble to pray 
unto me, to deliver them from their afflic- ' 
tion : and which, it is well known, hath 
often been th^ cafe during this woful capti- 
vity, when the nation hath laboured under 
fome dreadful perfecution, &c. 

The Prophet then proceeds to tell them, 
that thofc that were already carried captive, 
and thofc that are to be carried into captivity; 
fliall all be redeemed in the latter days. vcr. 
17* *' Therefore fay. Thus faith the Lord 
God ; I will afTemble you from the people*, 
and I will gather you from the countries 
where ye have been fcattered ; and I will 
give you the land of Ifrael." Then jfhall 
the ten tribes alfo be gathered ; and of whom 
the Prophet fpeaks in the third perfon : ver. 

• Hcb. Pcoplci. 

i8th. 
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jSth. ** And they fliallcome thither, and 
ihall take awav from thence all the dctefta* 
ble things thereof, and all the abominations 
thereof," Thus, will thofe that return from 
captivity in the latter days, cleanfe the 
land from all the pollutions of the falib wor- 
ibip of thofe nations, that iliall then be in 
podcflion of the laad* 

And although in former times, there was 
great enmity bictween Judah and Ifrael : nay, 
even between thoie of Judah that rem^-ined 
with Zedokiah, and thofe tiiat were carried 
captive with Jehoiachin; yet the Prophet 
afliires us, that a fpirit of unanimity will then 
reign atoong them; verfe 19th. *<AndI 
will give them one hearty and a new fpirit 
will 1 put within you :" And becaufe when 
they were in the land. They forfook the 
Lord ; provoked the Holy One of Ifrael ; 
and went backward : he therefore tells them, 
in the latter member of the verfe, ^& verfe 
20th. ** And I will take away the heart of 
ftone from their fleih, and I will give them 
an heart of fle/h : That they may walk in 
my ftatutes, and keep my Judgments, and do 

them i 



tfcim 5 And they fliall be'my * pcoplci ancj 
1 will be ^ their God: i 

The Prophet then proceeds to fpeak again 
of thofe that remained in Jerufalcm ; and 
"wrtio had {o /hamefully traduced their bre- 
thren in captivity ; though they were by ht 
more witkcd :• and therefore tells them, that 
thcjr jthall loon be removed from Jerufalem ; ^ 

r 

vcr.'i'i. &b, •'But (as for them) whofc • 
hi^art walketh in the true fpirit f of their de- 
teftabld things, and their abominations; their 
way will I recompenfe upon their heads^ 

» 

* Hftb* Unto me for a people. 

.f Hcb« Unto them for a God* 

X This 18 the* real fenfc of the word ih tie hart of 
Ihdr iktefbible thitigt;. for the Prophet meant to flu^v tbt 
bagen^efg and avidity with which they purfued the commif*^ 
fion of thefe abominations ; even to the fuery heart dx\i fpirit of 
them : the which^ if thofe profound critics, who are fo fond of 
finding corruptions in the poor printed text, had rightly ua« 
dcrlloody it would have iaved them a deal of trouble in form« 
ing conjedurcs ; as may be fccn from the following Note of 

Dr. Newcome— ^^ii^ — 21. ** But //all ] I read !?D ^m 

Mr. Dimock makes the fame conjedure^ and refers to v* i9« 
\ fignifiet^ quodfi^ Nold.S6o. '^^ wai the Original reading 
^f MS. 1 16« Houbig^nt obferves that the former H/ it a 
manifeft corruption : and propofes ^M 731." Thus do thcfd 
critics bewilder themfelvei, iti forming conjectures to murdet 
the printed text. 

Vol. II. F f fahh 
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faith the Lord God." And tbereforiej^ 
the Prophet mentions immediately after^ 
** Then the cherubim raifed their wings^ 
and the wheels (were) befide them ; Mid the 
glory of the God of lirael (was) over them 
above. And the glory of the Lord wcrit upt 
from the midft of the city." For this afcent 
of the glory of God from the midft of the ci- 
ty, was emblematical that God would de« 
fert Jerufalem, in order to deliver it into the 
hands of tht enemy. Thu$ ended the vifion» 
as mentioned, in the latter member of vec 
.24. **And the vifion which I hadieen went 
up from mt." vcr. 25. ** Then I fpakc un- 
to them of the captivity all the words of the 
L0RD9 which he had fhewed me." Which 
was, That the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
would foon be removed from thence; for 
that he had already fcen the glory of God, 
afccnd from the midft of the city, which 
was emblematical of God's deferting Jerula- 
lem, and leaving it a prey to the enemy. But 
that the tea tribes that were carried captive^ 
as alfo the captivity of Jehoiachin, together 
within thofe that weic to be carried captive 
from Jerufalcm &c, fhould nevcrthelcfs, all 
tp^her return in the latter days, to their 

OWft 
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own knd^ when God would circumcife 
their uncircumciied heart; that they may 
be his people, in truth, and in judice, and 
in righteoufnefs. 

From this explanation of the prophecy i 
the following fundamental principles, are 
clearly deducible. Firft, The future falva* 
tioD, and redemption of Ifrael ; and which 
agrees with the third princijb'U contained in 
die prophecies of Ifaiah, 

Second, that the ten tribes that were car-- 
tied captive to ACyria, will alfo return : and 
which agrees with $hc fourth principle of 
I£aiah« 

Third, that God will circumcife their 
jieart, and give them a new fpirit ; fo that 
they (hall not return to fin any more ; con«- 
fequently, they will not go into captivity a« 
ny more : and which agrees with' the ele^ 
ventb principle of lfaia)i« 

Thdic principles have never yet been ac*- 
compliihed i^ not at their return from Baby* 
ion ; nor yet in the pcrfon of Jefus : neither 
can they by any means be explained accor- 
ding to the fpiritualizing fcheme of the 
Chriftians : whence it is manifeft that, they 

Ff2 icmaii^ 
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fcmaln to be fulfilled at tli'e apptarang^ of 
thoitrue Meffiah, ' • 

. Tljc fticond prophecy eomcftences yecfii 
32. of chapter xxth. and is continued to the 
«nd of the laft yerfe of the fame. 

This prophecy, (as the. learned Abarba^ 
nal obferves) is of the utrhoft importance | 
and requires our moft ferrous attentioa: ,as it 
contains an account of the grcatpft part of 
pur fufFerings, which we have already unded^ 
gone ; as alfo a true pid^ure of the prefenf im- 
pious and irreligious bel^aviour of quy nali^ 
on ; although, \% is upi^ards of two Jihd 
twenty hundred years fince the delivery of 
this prophecy : confequently, there cannot 
be a ftrpnger proof of the truth and verity 
of divina revelation, than this. 

It muft be obfervcd, that this prophecyi 
may be faid, to commence v?r. 2d, of this 
chapter. *' Then the wprd of the Lord 
eamc uiito me, faying : Son of man, fpeal; 
untp the elders of Ifrael, and fay unta.thcmi 
Thus faith'tl^c Lord God, Arc ye come to 
inquire of me? (As) I liye, I will* not be 
inquired pCybu, faith .the Lqrd God." Foy 

• Heb, If I will be inquired of, 

* there 
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there he begins to relate the hiftory of the 
Ifraelites from the ^tiine that they were in 
bondage in Egypt; as ahb of the idolatry ' 

that they committed there ; and how God 

• 

endeavoured to reclaim them, and lead them 
into the paths of righteoufnefs. That he af- 
terwards brought them out of the land of E-. 
gypt, and led them into the defert i and gave 
them his law, ftatutcs, and Judgments : but 
they were finfiil in the wilderncfs, for which 
he thought to confumc them ; but fpared 
them for his name's fake. Yet, after they 
were brought into the land flowing with 
milk and honey, the glory of all lands ; they 
again finned, notwithftandii^g the many ad 1 
monitions of the Prophets, till at laft they 
were doomec} to captivity ; and for which 
reafon, God fworp that he would not be in- 
quired of them, when they cptreated him : 
and becaufe the nation faid in their hearts, 
if we go intb captivity, jhat we may be free 
from the denunciations which God hath de- 
nounced againft us^ we will entirely re- 
nounce his law, and become as the nations j 
as the families of the countries whither we 
^11 be carficd'i wherp^ we may ferve their 

gods i 
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gods -J and partake of the profperity of thole 
nations^ that wc may no longer be account* 
€d the Lo|iD*s people, and the fhccp of his 
pafture : that he may not pour out his fierce 
'wrath pn us any more, God therefore fays, 
verfe 32. ** And that which cometh into 
your mind, (hall* not be at all ; that ye fay; 
Wc will be as the nations, as the families of 
the countries, to ferve wood and ftone**^ No, 
fays the Lokd, this fhall not be; for, vcr. 
33d, "(As) I live faith the Lorp God, furc- 
ly with a mighty band, and with a ftretchcd 
put arm, and with fury poured out vyill I 
reign over you/' 

It muft be obferved, that the Prophet 
makes ufc of three different expreffions ; and 
which is to be upderftood as denoting three 
different periods ^ for ••with a mighty hand,** 
denotes the Babylonifh captivity, when the 
nations were yet funk in idol worfhip ; whei> 
they worihipped the Sun, Moon, and ftars, 
&c* " And with a ftretchcd out arm/' de- 
notes the time of the preaching of the gof- 
pcl; when Chriftianity fUcceeded Paganifm 5 
" and with fury poured out" denotes the 
reign of Mahometifm. And which is, as if 

• Hcb. Being it fliall n©t be. 

he 
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he had faid, in which ever of thcic fcafons, 
that yc apoftatize, and forfakc my law ; yet 
will 1 reign over you : for yc fhall always 
continue to be my people ; yc (lull never be 
mingled with, and entirely lofl, and fwal-* 
lowed up ambng the nations. And how 
iiilly, this hath been accompliflied, is clear 
from sAl hiftory : for although, before they 
were carried to Babylon, th^y were prone to 
idolatry, wcrfliipping the Sun> Moon, ftars, 
and all the hoft of heaven ; and committing 
all manner of abominations 5 and afterwards 
aiHancing themfelves to ihe ilrange nations, 
and mingling themfelves with the people of 
the land ; as we find, in Ea&ri, chapter ix« 
vcr. I ft. ** Now, when thefe things were 
dotne,- the princes came to nie, faying. The 
people of Ifracl, and thepriefts, and the Lc--^ 

s 

vites, have not feperated themfelves from the 
people of the (different) countries, (doing) 
according to their abominations, (.even) of 
the Cauaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzitcs, 
the Jebulites, the Ammonites, the Moabitcs^ 
the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they 
have taken of their daughters for thcmlclvfes, 
and for their fons ; fo that the haly feed have 
/ >mingkd themfelves wicli the people of thoic 

coun^ 
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tountriei : yea» the hand of the pridces and 
rulers hath been chiqf in this trcfpafs." 

This trclpafs^ which might ha^e been the 
ruin of the nation, was, by the great provi- 
dential mercy of God, entirely done away : 
for they were not only ftpperatcd from the peo^ 
pie of the land, and the ftrangc women ; but 
were perfedly cured of the ciime of idolatry, 
to which, they had been fo prone; and which 
muft be afcribed to the indefatigable induftry 
of Ezra, and his. cotcmpomrics, whom God 
raifed up^ to inftrad; them in the law of 
God*; and caufing them to undefftand it^ 
At this time alfo flouridied the men of thd 
Great Synagoguc-f-, as they are called ; who 
compoicd our J Liturgy ; when Synagogues 
hcxiig ereded in every city §, to which they 
reforted for public worfhip ; and where the 
Law was read every week ; (and from the 
time of Antiochus*s perfccution, the pro* 
phets alfo) and finding therein tlie fevere pu-^ 

* l^eherni viii, g. y, 8. & 9. 
•f Sec Gans in I'itmach David, Seplier JucbHa* 
K.» Ab. Ben dc'or, AbarbauaL &c. 
J Perck Kora Megillah. 
i MaJhi. in Hi.chothTcj.^hilah, Chap x?. Se6^, i. 
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lii(hmcnt denounced againft thofc that were 
guilty of the crmie of idolatry, (of which, 
jthey had already had experience) they were 
entirely weaned from it. And no doubt, it 
was this abhorrence of idolatry, that caufcd 
the great body of the people, to diibelieve the 
new doftrine ofjefus ; juftly confidering it, 
as repugnant to the Law of God, yvhich he 
had given them by the hand of his fervant 
Mofes ; and the frequent admonitions deU« 
¥cred by the Prophets for the obfervancc 
thereof. ' 

It is this alfo, that has enabled them for 
upwards of feventeen hundred years, fo ftri<ft» 
ly to maintain and preferve the doArioe of 
the divine Unity^ in oppofition to the doe- 
trine of a plurality of perfons; and for which, 
they have fuffered fuch dreadful perfecutions, 
and waded through torrents of their awn. 
blood. 

This, has alfo kept them clear from em^ 
bracing the tenets of the Mahometans; (an4 
by whom they have alfo been miferably per^ 
fecuted on that account,) fo that notwith- 
ijanding, that during the time of paganifna, 
they fell into idolatry ; and fome of them. 
Vol. II. G g either 
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cither through fear of perfecution *, or for 
lucre, have apoftatized from the true faith, 
to Chriftianity, yet has the body of the na- 
tion ftood firm ; and they remain as a diAin<ft 
nation to this day ; ftill retaining the deno^ 
xnination of God'« people : fo that the words 
of the Prophet have been fully accomplifli-* 
ed ; a3 will thofe alfo, contained in ver. 34. 
38. ** And 1 will bring you forth from thq 
people, ^nd I will gather you from the coun- 
tries, wherein ye are fcattered, with a migh- 
ty hand, and with a ftretched out arm, and 
with fury poured out/' 

By this, the Prophet £hews that when the ' 
time of their redemption fliall arrive, God 
will be obliged to gather them, with a migh? 
ty hand} and with a ftretched out arm, and 
with fury poured out. This will be on ac- 
count of the great number of unbelievers that 
will then be in the nation ; who. laugh at the 
idea of a future redemption : thefe the Pro- 
phet calls ^^ rebels^ arid tranfgrejforj i'* for 
they wilfully rebel againft the word of God ; 
not by committing idolatry, (as th:eir fathers 
did) nor by apoftatizing to Chriftianity ; but 

• See Vol. Id. p. i8. Note 2d. k p. iqMq. 
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by not believing in revelation, and flighting 
the prophecies, which fpeak of their futurfe 
rcftoration. Of thcfc, there are two different 
parties in the natiori. 

The one, confiding of fuch; as call them- 
felvcs philofophers ; enlightened men ; tvhd 
live in the enlightened age of the eighteenth 
century. Thcfc are perfcdt Deifls, not be- 
lieving a fyllabk of Revelation 3 but not 
having a fufBcient fund of knowledge of their 
own, to raife objedions ; they are obliged f!6 
draw all their arguments from the writiag* 
of thofe arch infidels, Hume, BolingbrcAe, 
Voltaire^ &c. and which they again d^al out 
by retail, in the moft oftentatic>u5 manner ; 
and aldiough they are trite and hackneyed, yet 
they often miflead the young and un weary • 
who arc frequently taken with fuch fpeciou* 
pn£<mng; as not ha^rihg fufficient Judg- 
ment to wdgh them in the balante of ttiith. 
One of thefe, I muft take notice of) as it i*- 
a proof of the little knowledge thit they 
have of the Book, that they revile. 

They fay, ** If God fpoke to the Prophets 
formerly, why fhouW we not have prophets 
now ? If God performed miracles then, why 
not perform miracles now ? Is the hand of 

Gg2 the 
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the LoR0 (hortcned ? This argument, they 
feem to think unanfwerable: but little do 
tbcy imagine, that this veryargaraent, eftab- 
lifhcs the truth of prophecy, beyond a doubt : 
for has not the Pfalmift told us in the plain- 
eft terms, that the time would come, during 
this long and dreadful captivity, that the 
true believers themfelves would exclaim*, 
" We fee not our figns, (there is) no more 
any prophet ; neither (is there) any among 
us that knoweth how long :" This is an ex- 
a<9: picture of our woful ftate at prefent : for 
we have "no prophets, no miracles, nor any 
one to tell us when our miferable captivity 
will end ; and with this, thefe unbelieving 
adverfaries reproach us; as in the follow- 
ing verfe, ** O God, how long fhall the ad- 
verftry reproach ? Shall the . enemy bltf- 
pheme thy name for ever ?" For by denying 
the truth of revelation, they deny the power 
of God ; by not afcribing our fuiFerings to 
tlv5 immediate providence of God ; but to a 
coiicatanation of caufes, in a political lights. 
Thefe are they, that blafphemc the name of 
God; but at the time of the reftoration, 

* PfalpQ. Ixxiv. 9, 

(which 
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(which perhaps is not fo far diftant as they 
itnagine) they will be fully convinced of the 
particular providence of God ; as will be 
(hewn prcfently. 

The fccond, are fuch, as cither through 
tlie length of the captivity, or the eafy cir- 
cumftancc that they are in ; and the fplen- 
did and voluptuous manner, in which' they 
arc able to live ; neither look for, nor detirc 
a reftoration. But, notwithftanding the un- 
belief of the one, or the indifference and 
4pathy of the other; God tells ^hem he 
will bring them forth from among the peo- 
ple^ and afTemble them from the countries 
&c. 

He alfo tells them that at the time of the 
redemption, he will punifli them feverely for 
this, verfe 17th. *'And I will bring you in- 
to the wildernefs of the people*, and there 
will I plead-f* with you face to face, like as 
I pleaded with your fathers in the defert of 
the land of Egypt, fo will I plead with you, 
faith the Lord God." By ** the wildernefs 
qf the peoplej " is not meant a defert barren 

• Hcb. Peoples. 

f Or. CoQtend in Judgmcnt# 

tra<a. 
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traft, fuch as they went through when thcjf 
came out of the land of Egypt, as the genera- 
lity of Commentators have imagined : for 
if fo, why call it the wildernefs of the peo- 
ple ? But the truth of the ipatter is, that as 
Gbd at the time of the redemption, will bring 
forth Ifracl, and gather them from all the 
countries in which they have been fcattered ; 
when the true believers, and thofe that have 
apoftatized through fear, or luerc, as alfo thofe 
that remain incorporated with the body of the 
nation, and yet are Deifts and infidels^ will 
all be collected together. But then, they 
will not proceed immediately to the land of 
Ifrael without delay; but will go from one 
nation to another, and from one kingdom to 
another people ; and this wandering aboutj, 
which will laft many days, i& what the Pro^ 
phet calls the wildernefs of the people; be- 
caufc it will be to 'them as a defert, Where 
are ferpents, and all manner of venemous 
creatures, and where they will fufFer hunger 
arnd thirft : and during which, they will be 
purified, and made white, and tried ; for in 
that wildernefs, the tranfgrcffors will be. 
confumed, and there they will all die : and 

whick 
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which is the Judgment that God will pafs 
on them. And to (hew that, the troubles 
and afflidtions, that. will then be brought up- 
on them^ will be in confequence of God's 
particular providence, the Prophet made ufe 
of the term, " And I will plead with you 
face to face." For the word W^^Qface, when 
fpoken of the Supreme Being, denotes hi& 
particular providence ', as, *^The Lord talk- 
ed with you face to face*," befidcs a number 
of other places in Scripture, too numerous to 
mention. 

The Prophet alfo informs us, that the fu- 
ture redemption, will refemble that of Egypt: 
fjOT as at the redemption from Egypt, they 
journeyed in the wildernefs forty years, guid« 
ed in a fupernatural manner, under the im- 
mediate providence of God, fo will it be aC 
the future redemption ; and therefore, the 
Prophet fays, '* Like as I pleaded with your 
fathers in the defect of the land of Egypt, fo 
will I plead with you." And, as in the de- 
iert of Egypt, they became fubjeft to the 
immediate guidance of God; and entered 
jnto a covenant with him : fo the Prophet 

* Ceut. V. 4. 

informs 
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informs us, it will be at the future redemp* 

■ 

tion : verfe 37th. ** And I will caufe you 
to pafs under the rod :'* That is the rod of his 
immediate providence ; as the fheep are par- 
ticularly numbered by the (hepherd. It may 
alfo allude to the punifhment which they 
may then receive: as fays the Pfalmift; 
*' Then will I vifit their tranfgreiSion vs^ith 
the rod, and their iniquity with ftripes." 
And to thofc that have apoftatized^ and 
mingled with the nations, hp fays in the \2lU 
ter me:nber of the verfe, *' And I will bring 
you into the bond of the covenant." Whijch 
denotes the renewal of God's covenant iu 
their flefh ; which they had broken, while 
Oiinglcd with the nations ; fo'that they may 
no longer be uncircumcifed in heart| and ui^- 
circumcifed in flefh ^ 

And, as at the redemption from Egypt,^ 
all thofe that rebelled againft the word of 
God, and would not believe in his promife*; 
died in the wildernefs ; fo will it be at the 
future redemption, when all thofe that have 
been in captivity will be aflembled : as in 
ver. 38. *'l will alfo purge out from among 

• Numb. xiv. i2,— 33, 
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you the rebels, and the tranfgrcflbrs again ft 
mc: I will bring them forth out of the coun- 
try where they fojourn *, but they fhall not 
enter into the land of Ifracl :" For although 
they will all be affemblcd -, yet will God fe- 
perate all the unbelievers to cut them off, 
that they may not enter into the land, and fee 
the Lord's falvation ; they then will be ful- 
ly affurcd of his particular providence; as 
the Prophet fays, *' And ye fhall know that 
I (am) the Lord." 

Before I quit this part of the prophecy, t 
rnuft take the liberty to make one obfervati- 
on : which is, that thofe of the nation, 
that are Deifts, and who confequently, 
do not believe in revelation; as alfo thofe 
who are fo indifferent about the truth of pro- 
phecy, and who neither care for, nor defire a 
reftoration; and in confequence laiighat the 
idea of "a Meffiah coming to redeem them: 
yet neverthelefs, adhere to the body of the 
nation ; and outwardly conform to the rites 
of the nation : they thils remain Jew? ; arc 
denominated God's people ; the fame as the 
true believers of the nation : and in lik^ 

^ Heb. Of their fojoimringt' 
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manner, bear God's covenant in their flcfli. 
This is moft wonderful ; and on which, I 
have often reflected with the moft heart. felt 
fati&fa^tion : for^ though I lament, from my 
foul finccrely lament, the depravity of the 
nation, and would willingly reclaim them 
by every poflible means, even at the price of 
my life ; which I would cheerfully lay dow» 
for them : yet, the love of truth,. ; obliges 
me to confefs, that I ncvcrthclefs,. view this 
depravity, with exultation : becaufe, it fo 
fully eftabliflics the truth of the word of 
God ; which thus receives a full and com- 
plete accomplifhment by this event : for 
notwithftanding all their impiety, they are 
ftill united to the body of the nation : they 
involuntarily remain within the pale of Ju^ 
daifm ; for they have not the courage to fe^ 
cede from it. They are, as it were^ with- 
held by fome invidble power : they wifli not 
to be fh^ckled with the burden of the cere- 
monial Law; becaufc it lays them under 
fuch great reftraints in the purfuit of plea- 
fure 2 yet, have they not fortitude fufEcient to 
renounce it entirely. And now, I fain would 
alk the Deift and infidel, or to fpeak more 
«>urtly, the modern philofophers, whether 
' thcrci 
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there can in nature be a ftrongcr proof of. the 
truth of prophecy, than this ? for has not 
the Prophet told them in the plaineft terms^ 
that ihey would wifh to throw off the yoke 
of the law, and become as the other nations 
of the earth ; but that God would not fuflfer 
it : for that he would reign over them per- 
force, againft their inclination : and that they 
ihould'for ever continue to be his people. 
And, is it not moft marvellous, that after 
they have been fcattered all over the world, 
for fo many hundred years, and fufFered the 
moft dreadful perfccutions, fuch as no nation 
•ever fuifered; {o that great numbers of them, 
not being able to endure fuch dreadful afflic- 
tions, apoftatized ; and the remainder of the 
nation, who have firmly adhered to the true 
faith, are become ^'an aftoniihment, a pro- 
verb, and a byrword/' (as Mofes foretold 
them upwards of three thoufand years * ago) 
yet jQiould they thus gjory in the name of 
^Jew ; for even thofe of the nation that have 
not theleaft grain erf" religion in them, would 
yet be highly ojffendcd, at being called *1i ji 
Qbrijiim^ or a Gentile : or ^OIB^JJ An apajiate^ 

• Deut. xxviii. 37. 
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Thus, we fee, how exaftly this ^prophet^y, 
(as well as the denunciation of Mofes) hath 
been accompliflied, to this prefent day ; and 
which is an evident demonftration of the 
truth of prophecy : bccaufe, here is no ambi- 
guity ; the Prophet fpcafo in plain and in- 
tcllfgent language ; and the great number of 
years that have elapfed fincc the delivery of 
this prophecy, and it being fo clearfy fulfill- 
ing at this prefent time, entirely does away, 
the hackneyed objedlion^ that the fadrs were 
prior to the predictions, and that the prophe-^ 
cies were written after the Hiftories. And 
I am free to afleit, that there is nothing com*- 
parable to this, to be found in the hiftories 
of all the nations under the fun. I muft far- 
ther obfervfe, that the full completion of this 
prophecy hitherto, is an carneft of the ac- 
complifliment of the remaining part thereof: 
viz, the reftoration of the true believers; and 
the punifhment of the unbelieving part of 
the nation : I therefore earneftly befeech, 
and exhort, all my brethren^ even every one 
that is furnamed Ifrael, to refledl on the 
dreadful confeqUence of a difbelief in the pro* 
mifes of God, as here denounced by the Pro- 
phet ; the efcaping of which j can only be 

' ^ ■ efFedr 
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ejTeded by a timely, and fincere repentance^ 
and return to God, who defircth not the * 
death of the ianner, but that he repent, and 
live. 

To return. — The Prophet having in the 
preceding part, fpolcen of the punifliment of 
the rebels and the tranlgreflbrs, that they 
Jhould be brought out of the countries vi^hert 
they fojourn, but (hall not live to enter the 
land, and fee the Lord's falvation, as the trucsi 
believers (liall ; novsr addreffes himfelf to the 
houfe of Ifrael, fpeaking of their evil ways ; 
verfe 39th. " And (as for) you, O houfe 
of Ifrael, thus faith the Lord God, Go ye, 
ferve ye every one his idols :" This is not to 
be confidered as a command j but as an iro- 
nical mode of addrefs, like that in Ecclef. xi. 
9. and Lament, iv. 21. for, *^ If hereafter 
ye will not hearken unto me, then fhall ye 
not pollute mine holy name any more with 
your gifts -f* and with your idols.*' That 
is, if ye do not return to itie, by a fincere re- 
pentance, then fhall ye not enter into the 
land, that ye may not pollute my holy name 



* Ezek. xviii. 23 — j2. & xxxiii* ij 
f Or. Oftcriugs, 
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any more by your gifts, &c. But it will be 
far otherwifc with the true believers ; fof 
they fhall all offer their offerings, and be ac- 
cepted by God, ver, 40 44. ** For in 

Mint holy mountain, in the lofty mountaiii 
qf Ifrael, faith the Lord God, there fhall all 
the hou(e of Ifrael {ervc me, (even) all of 
them % in the land : there will I accept 
them, : and there will I require your heavc^ 
offerings, and the iirfl-fruits of your pre- 
sents, in all yoijr holy offerings. I will ac- 
cept you with (your) fweet favour, when I 
bring you fort^ from the people -f*, and 
(when) I gather you from the countries, 
wherein ye have been fcattered ^ and 1 will 
be fan6tificd becaufe of you J, in the fight 
of (all) tlje nations. And ye fliall know that 
I (am) the; Lord, when I fhall bring you ia- 
to the land of Ifrael, into the country (con^ 

• All thofc that fliall be reftored, (hall fcrvc God 
together in unity : for then, there fliall be no feperation of 
the tribes; no divilion of the kingdom; and no calvci ift 
Dan and Bethel. 

f Heb. Peoples, 

X For on account of the great and ftupcndous nair 
racles which will then be wrought by God, for the deliver* 
ance of the nation, all the nations will fapdlify him, as a great 
jand'holy Gud. 
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cerning) which I lifted * up mine hand ta 
give it to your fathers. And there ye (hall 
remember your ways, and all your doings, 
wherein ye have been defiled ; and yc fhall 
loathe -f* yourfelves for all your evils which 
ye have committed. And ye (hall know that 
I (am) the Lord, when I deal with you for 
my name's fake ; not according to your evil 
ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, 
O ye houfc of Ifrael, faith the Lord God.'* 
This is alfo fpoken to the true believers ; for 
they, or their anceftors, had finned again ft 
God, during the captivity, as well as before 
the deftrudtion of the temple* 

From this explanation of the prophecy, 
the following fundamental principles are dc- 
ducibk. Firft, that although thofe of the 
nation,, who on account of the dreadful per- 
fecutions, with which they were perfecuted 
with the kccncft revenge, apoftatized, and 
were mingled among the nations ; and com- 
mitted idolatry; yet fhould they not be 
vt^ithdrawn from the government, and par- 

• Or. I fware. 

f Or, Contend with yourfelves : for a perfon that 
icpcnts of an evil deed which he hath done, feenis as it wcre^ 
to contend, and quarrel with himfelffor having fu done. 

ticular 
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ticular providence of God ; for not one of 
the flicepofhis pa ft u re (hall be entrrely fe- 
vered from the flock ; fo as to be incorpo- 
rated with any other people -, but fhall fure- 
ly return again to the nation 5 either he him- 
fclf, or his pofterity. And of thcfe Mofes * 
faid, •' And the Lord fhall fcat|eryou a- 
mong the nations, and ye Ihall be left few in 
number among the nations, whither the 
Lord (hall lead you. And there ye fhall 
fcrve gods, the work of mens hands, wood 
and ftone, which neither fee, nor hear, no!r 
cat, nor fmell. And thou fhalt feek the 
Lord thy God from thence, and thou fhalt 
find (him,) if thoa feek him with all thy 
heart, and with all thy foul." The Prophet 
here (hews that, they will be greatly dimini(h- 
cd in this long and dreadful captivity,. on ac- 
count of the wickeduefs of the nations, who 
will fo cruelly perfccute and deftroy them. 
They will alio be greatly dimini(hed, by rea* 
fon of the great number, that will apoflatizc 
on account of thcfe dreadful perfecutions, fo 
as to fcrve gods made of wood and ftone ; not 
through any faith that they have in them, 

» Deut. iv. 27. &c. 
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t>€caufc they well know that they arc no- 
thing but wood and ftonc; but only throughi 
the fear of death and perfccution. This, it 
is well known, hath been cxaftly fulfilled 
during this woful captivity, when the Jews 
in Spain, Portugal, and other countries, 
were obliged to comply with the idolatrous 
worlhip of the'Church of Rome, &c. and to 
bow down to flocks and ilones, rather than 
have their eiFedls fcized and confifcated, or 
their perfons murdered by the inquifition^ 
To thefc therefore, Mofcs fays^ And thou 
0ialt feek him frooi thenqe i from the midfl: 
Qf that falfe wor (hip ; and when thou fhalt 
ilot keep his precepts out of fear, but ihalt 
fcek him in truth and fincerity, *' with all 
thy heart, and with all thy foul." And thus 
alfo faid the Prophet Ifaiah*, " I have call- 
ed thee by thy name; thou art mine. When 
thou paflcft through the waters, I (am) with 
thee j and through the rivers, they fhall not 
overwhelm thee : when thou walked through 
the fire," &c. By which figurative langu^- 
age, the Prophet pointed to what hath befall- 
CP the nation in Spain, Portugal, and othef 

* Ifai* xliii. i. &c* 

Vol. Ih ^ * -3 parts, 
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partSj during this long and dreadful captivi^ 
ty : viz, that on account of the numerous 
fearful pcrfecutions and maflacres which they 
underwent, numbers who were not poflcfled 
of fufficicnt courage and fortitude to hold 
out againd fhefe afflictions^ apoflatized ; (as 

I. have /hewn Vol. Ift. page 30. 32,— 

263O yet fhould they not been entirely fe- 
perated from Ifrael ; but (hall mofl alTuredly 
be united again to the nation ; as God fays, 
*^ I have called thee by thy name ; thou art 
mine/' That is, I origittatly called thee by 
thy name, and made choice^ df thee, to be my 
peculiar chofen people, it therefore, is not in 
thy power, by any means jvhatfocver, to in- 
corporate thyfclf with any other nation, or 
religion^ without my confent ; for thou art 
mine, arid mine thou muft, and flialt remain. 
($ee VoL Ift. p. 264O Whence it is ma- 
jiifeft, that although they (hould apoftatize,/ 
&c. yet fhould they ftill be confidered as 
belonging to the nation; and confequently, 
fhall all he gathered with the nation, at the 
time of the future reftoration : and which 
agrees with the ninth* principle contaiined ia 
the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Sc<;cnd, that our redeemer, is the Lord of 

hofts 
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|K)fts ; and he himfelf will gather the dif- 
perfcd of Ifrael : as is faid, **And 1 will bring 
you forth frona the people*, jand will gather 
you from the countries :" and which agrees 
with the third principle of Ifaiah* 

Third, that at the future redemption, in 
their return to Paleftinc, during their jour- 
ney thither, all the rebels and tranfgrejfors^ 
ithat continue in their wickednefs, and do 
not return to God, will all be cut off : and 
which agrees with the Jixtb principle of 
][faiah. 

Fourth, that the future redemption, will 
rcfcmhle that of Egypt : as is faid, ** Like 
as 1 plfaded with your fathers in the deferc 
pf the land of Egypt j fp will I plead with 
^ou :" and which agreeij lyith \}cizjiftb prin^ 
fiple of Ifaiah, 

Now, it is manifeft, that none of theic 
principles, have ever been accomplished : not 
at their return from Bj^bylon : aor ytt du- 
ring the life and ipainiftry o^ Jcfus, And it 
IS demonftrable^ th^t they cannot in any 
ienfc whatfoever be applied to the fpiritua-* 
\mfi^ fchcmp of the Chriftians* Wh<;nce it 

• Hcb. Pcoplcf* 
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is manifcft, that they rcmaiu to be. falfillcl 
at the future rcftoratioji of the nation, iti 
the latter dajrt, at the coming of the true 
Meffiah. 

The thiM prophecy commences verfe 
nth. of chapter xxxivth, and i$ con- 
tinued to tjic end of verfe 15 th. of chapter 
xxxvilh. 

The purport of this prophecyj is as foli- 
lows. The Prophet having mentioned a*- 
bove^ chap, xxxiii. d i « ^^ And it came to 
pafs in the twelfth year of our captivity, in 
the tenth (month,) on the fifth (day) of the 
month, (that) one who had efcapcd out of 
Jerufalem came unto me, faying, the pity is 
fmitten/' He then received a vifion*, con*, 
cerning the tranfgreflbrs of Ifraelj who had 
been the caufe of the deftruftion of Jerufa*- 
lem : and alfo, concerning the kings of Ju- 
dahj who had caufcd the captivity of Ifrael ; 
as in Chap* xxxiv. ver. i . ** The word of 
the Lord came alfo unto me, faying. Son of 
man, prophefy againft the fhepherds of Ifrael, 
prophcfy, and (ay unto them, (even) to the 

fhepherds. Thus faith the Lord God: Woe 

« 

• Chap, xxxiii. ji 3 • 
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(unto) the (hepherds of Ifrael that feed them- 
ielvcs"! He then fpcaks of their wickcdncfst 
and their criminal behaviour : and for which 
reafon, God tells them, that they /hall be 
deprived of the kingdom: vcr. loth^ " Thus 
faith the Lord God; Behold, I (am)againft 
the ihepherds, and I will require my flock 
at their hand, and will caufe them to ceafe 
from feeding the flock ; neither (hall th« 
ihepherds feed themfelvcs any more : for I 
will deliver my flock from their mouth, and 
they (hall not be meat for them." By whicl^ 
he (hewed that, they (hould not reign over 
them any longer : nof while they were in 
captivity in Babylon : nor yet, at their retura 
from thence, during the continuance of the 
fecond temple. He however^j informed them, 
that there would yet come a time, when 
all the tribes (hould be redeemed, and return 
to their own country 5 and then a king of 
the houfe of David, (hould reign over them : 

vcr. II 12. ** For thus faith the Lord 

God ; Behold, I, (even) I, will fearch after 
my flock, and will diligently feek them : as 
a ihepherd diligently * feeketh his flock, in 

♦ Hcb. According to the diligent fccking, 

the 
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the day when he is among his fheep (that 
are) fpread abroad ; fo will I feek my (heep^ 
and will deliver them out of all the placc^ 
where they have been icattcred, in the day 
of clouds*, and of thick darknefs.'- That 
is, in the day that Jerufalem was burnt and 
fdeftroyed ; wjien jts fmoke went up as the 
pillar of a cloud, parknefs, alfo denote^ 
palamity in general, 

In verfe 13th. the Prophet proceeds to 
ihew, what he meant by the figurative lan^ 
guage that he made ufe of, concerning the 
ihccp, ** And I will bring them out froni 
.the people f-, and gatlier them from the 
pountrics, and will bring them to their own 
land, and feed them upon the mountains ojF 
Ifrael, by the ftrcamt, and in all the dwelling 
places of the land- I will feed them in a 
good pafture, aixd upon the high mountains 
of Ifrael {hall their fold be : there (hall they 
lie down in a good fold ; and (in) a fat paf- 
ture {hall they feed upon the mountains of 
Ifrael. I will feed my flock, and I will caufe , 
them to lie down. I will feek (that which 
was) lo{l," This denotes the tribes of lUa* 

• Heb. Cloud. f Hcb. Peoplci. 

benj^ 
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ben. Gad, and the half tribe of Manaflch, 
which were carried captive from the other 
fide Jordan : and who being the firft of 
the nation that were carried captive, they 
were confideredas if loft from among the 
<:ongregatJon . •* And I will bring again 
(that which was) driven away,'* This de- 
notes Zebulun, and Naphtali, that were car- 
ried captive afterwards. '* And I will bind 
up (that which was) broken,*' This de- 
notes the captivity of Samaria; which was 
a great breach of the nation. •' And I will 
ftrengthen the lick ;" This denotes the cap- 
tivity of Judah and Benjamin to Babylon. 
^* But I will deftroy the fat and the ftrong,'* 
This denotes the prefcnt captivity, and 
wherein the wicked who are fat and ftrong, 
will be deftroyed at the time, that the others 
will all be fought for : i. e. at the rcflora- 
tion. And of the whole nation, he fays, *^I 
will feed them with Judgment." That is, 
According to the puni/hment due to their 
iniquity. And therefore, he fays, ycrfe 17th. 
^^ And (as for) you, O my flock, thus faitli 
the Lord God; Behold, I (will) judge hcr 
twcen ihecp and fhccp, \bctwccn) the rams 

and 
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and the hc-goats." They (hall all be under 
the guidance of my particular providence; 
and I will judge the wicked and the righte- 
ous, every one according to his work^. 

The Prophet then proceeds to fpcak of 
the fliepherds of Ifrael, of whom be ipokc 
at firft, ver, i8 — 19. (Scemcth it) a fmall 
thing unto you, that ye eat up the good paP 
ture 5 but that ye tread down with your feet 
the rcfidue of your paftqre^ ? and that y^ 
drink the clear watery*; but that ye foul 
with your feet what renuincth ? " And (asf 
for) my flock, they eat that which ye havQ 
trodden with your feet, and they drink wh^t 
ye have fouled with your feet/- By this al-.t 
Jegory, the prpphet fhews with what a def- 
potick power thcfe (hepherds bore rule over 
the people. He therefore tells them, that;, 
they (hall no longer rule the nation 5 becaufe 
they did not properly admini^er Juftice;^ 
but cruelly opprefled them, ver. 20— — 21^ 
Therefore thus faith the Lord God unto 
them: Behold, I, (even) I, will judge be- 
tween the fat cattle and the -f- lean cattle, 

• Heb. The depth of the waters^ 
f Heb. And betwcep. 
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Becaufe ye thruft with (your) fide and with 
(your) fhoulder^ and pufh all the weak with 
your horns, till ye have fcattered them a« 
broad." By this, the Prophet not only fhews 
the defpotick power of thefe kingi, in the 
opprcjflion of the people j but that they, by 
their wickednefs^ were alfo the caufisof the 
people's captivity* He therefore tells them» 
that God himfclf will fave his people ; &c* 
vcr. 22d. ** Therefore will 1 fave my flock, 
aod they ihall no more be a prey : and I will 
j*adge between fheep and fhcep/' That i$^ 
between the righteous and the wicked of the 
nation* 

The Prophet goes on to inform us, that 
thft kingdom £hall thca return to the houici 
of David, ver. 2^d. ^^ And I will raiie up 
one &eplserd over ifaem, and he fhall feed 
them, (€¥eQ) my fervant David: he ihall 
feed thcrn^ and he ihall be their &ep^ 
hmd/' 

And» as at the divifidn of the kingdoms^ 
when Ifracl withdrew their allegiance from 
the kingdom of I3^vid> they alfo withdrev^ 
it fnom the kingdom df heaven^; he there^ 

* By makiog the molten calves, i Kiog4 jiii* ati Sctm 

Vot. II. It k fore 



i6« DISSERTATIONS 

fore tells them, that both thefc ihall be re- 
ftored to them at once : ver* 24th. *' And 
I the Lord will be their God, and my fer- 
vant David a prince among them : 1 the Lord 
have fpoken it/' 

The Prophet then aflures them, that they 
fliall no more go into captivity : neither fhall 
they experience any vicars, or troubles &c. 
And that, although during the captivity, the 
land of Ifrael, (being under a curfe) is poor 
and barren ^ yet fhall it then be exceedingly 
fruitful, ver. 25 — 29* ** And I will make 
with thedi a covenant of peace, and will 
caufe the evil beads to ceafe out of the land : 
and they fhall dwell fafely in the defcrt, and 
(hall fleep in the woods. And I will make 
them^ and the places round about my hill, a 
blefling; and 1 will caufe the fhower to come 
down in its feafon : they fhall be fhowers of 
blefTmg. And the tree of the field fhall yield 
its fruit, and the earth fhall yield herincreaie, 
and they fhall be . fecure in their land, and 
fhall know that I (am) the Lord, when I 
(fhall) break the bands of their yoke, and 
fhall deliver them from the hand of thofe 
th*t fcrvcd thcmfelvcs of them. And they 

fhall 
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^all be no more a prey to the nations^ nei- 
ther fhall the beafts of the land devour them ; 
but they (hall dwell fecurely, and none (hall 
make them afraid. And I will raiie up for 
them a plant of renown*, and they (hall be 
no more confumed by famine in the land^ 
neither bear the reproach Qf the heathen 
any more/' 

In verfe 30*— 31. the Prophet affurcs 
ihem, that they fliall then be again bleiTed 
with the appearance of the divine prefence 
among them, as aforetime. ^^ Thus fhall 
they know that I, the LoRp their God 1 
(am) with them, and (that) they, even the 
houie of Ifrael, (are) my people, faith the 
Lord God, For ye my flock, the flock of 
my pafture, ye (are) men, (and) I (am) your 

• By thisn the Prophet fliewed that they were to con- 
tinue m the land, and not be removed from thence y they then 
would beconie a plane of great Note ; as not being liable to 
be plucked up» and call away, as a plant of no worth : but 
on the contrary, they would be confidered as of great emi> 
nence* Thus, the image made ufe of by the Prophet is 
dearly underftood ; and the fallacy of the Archbiihopof Ar- 
magh's tranfiation, together with the obfervation of his cri- 
ticks* (Howbigant and Dathius) who would read XSW peaee^ 
iox wh for a name, is eafxly detedted. 

K k 2 God 
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God, faith the Lord God/' This fhcws 

that, their exalted ftate will then be as far 

above what it is at prefeilt, as is that of man 

above the brute creation ; for during this 

• ^ 

dreadful captivity, they were, ** as a lamb 
led to the flaughter, and as a flicep before her 
fhearers*, is dumb/* But at the reftora- 
tion, they will enjoy the preeminence . of 
man. 

The Prophet having thus prophefied of the 
future happinefs of the nation, proceeds im- 
mediately to prophefy of Seir ; which is the 
fourth beaft mentioned by Daniel ; and de- 
notes the Romans, who deftroyed the tem* 
pie, and carried us captive ; and iii which 
captivity, we remain to this day. And 
therefore, the downfall of Seir, is conncded 
with the redemption of Ifrael : Chap. xxxy» 
I— —-4. *^ Moreover the word of the Lord 
came unto me, faying ; Son of man, iti thy 
face againft mount Seir^ and prophefy againft 

r 

^ How escaflly thh hath been fulfilled, will be fhetva 
at large in the fecond part of this work ; when we come to 
conlider thofe prophecies, which Chriflians only apply to the 
Meffiab \ but which will be (hewn not to be applicable to the 
MciEah. 

It 
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it. And fay unto it, Thus faith the L6i^d 
God ; Behold, I (am) againft thcc, O mbunt 
Scir, and I will ftrctch out mine hand againft 
thee, and will make thee a defolation and an 
aftonifhment. Thy cities I will lay wafte, 
and thou (halt be defolate ; and thou (halt 
know that I (am) the Lord/' 

And, becaufe the hatred of Edom to the 
children of Ifrael, hath been perpetual, even 
from the very birth of Efau ; they arc there- 
fore to be made a perpetual ckfolation : ver^ 
5-: — II • '^ Becaufe thou haft borijc a per* 
petual hatred, and haft (bed* (the blood of) 
the children of Ifrael by the fword, in the 
♦time of their calamity, in the time of (the 
•punifhmcnt of) iniquity, (even in) the cnd-f* 
(thereof;) Therefore, ' (is)'i live, faith tTjc 
Lord God, furely in blood will I deal with 
thee, and blood (hall purfue thee : fince thou 
haft not hated blood, therefore blood fliall 
purfue thee. Thus will I make mount Seir 
a defolation and an aftoniftiment, and will 

♦ Heb. And didft pour out. 

f This denotes the dellrudion of the fecond temple 
by the Romans^; as being the laft captivity, and which will 
be the end of their punifliinent. 

cut 
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ctil off from it him that paiTeth out, and him 
that returneth. And I will fill thy^ moun- 
tains with thy (lain : (as for) thine hills, 
and thy vatUes, and all thy ftrcams, they that 
arc flain by the fword (hall fall therein. I 
will make thee perpetual -f* defolations, and 
thy cities ihall not be inhabited i};, and ye 
ihall know that I (am) the Lord/' For 
this deftrudion of Edom, (which is the 
fourth beaft) will be fo great and extraordi- 
nary, that they will be fully convinced, that 
it is the finger of God, that hath (lone it. 
And all this will be, ^' Becauiie j thou hafl 
iaid, Thefe two nations§ and thefe two coiin*- 
tries ihall/ be mine, and we will pofTefsit^ 
whereas the Lord was [| tjiere : Th«ptefor^ 
^as) I Vivt, iailb tbe LoRd God, I will do 
According to thjne. anger, and according to 
thine envy, which thou haft ufed from thine 
hatred againft them ; and I wpl make myfelf 
known among them^ when I (hall judge 
thee." 

• Meb. His* f Heb. Everlafting defolations. 
J Or return : that is, the inhabitants fhall not re* 
turn, as ihall thofc of Ifrael. 

§ tfrael and Judah. || His holy temple* 

The 
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The Prophet then proceeds to ipcalcof 
the erroneous dodrincs and opinions which 
they have promulgated, in oppofition to the 
word of God J efpecially that of the miracu^ 
lous conception ; of the trinity, &c. Andalfo 
that Ifrael was to be perfecuted to death and 
deftrudion ; and totally deftroyed : becaufe 

they crucified the lord of life. ver. 12 13. 

^* And thou fhalt know that I (am) the 
Lord, (and that) I have heard all thy blaf* 
phemies which thou hafl fpoken agaiofl the 
inoUQtains of Ifrael, faying. They are laid 
deiblate, unto us are they given to be devour- 
ed. Thus with your mouth have ye mag- 
;mficd (yourfelvcs) againfl mc, and multi- 
.plied your words againfl: me : I have heard 
(them). .;.... ^ 

The Prophet then goes on to flicw that, 
the whole earth /ball rejoice at their defola-«> 
tion : as the world will then be freed from 
intolerapce and fuperftition: ver. 14— -15, 
** Thus faith the Lord God; when the 
whole earth rcjoiccth, I will make thee de- 
folate. As thou didft rejoice at the inheri- 
tance of the Jioufe of Ifrael, becaufe it wa^ 
defblate, fo will I do unto thee: thou ./halt 
be defolatCj O mount Seir -, and all Edom, 

(even) 
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(even) all of it : and they ^iall< know that 
I am die Lord.*' 

And^ becaufe the cotifolation and rcdemp* 
tion of Ifrael will arife from the deiblation c& 
Edom; the Prophet therefore received the 
following vifion. Chap, xxxvi. ver. ift &c< 
**'Alfo, thou fon of man, prophefy unto the 
mountains of Ifrael, and fay. Ye mountains 
of Ifrael, hear the word of the Lord : Thus 
iakli the Lord God : Becaufe the cnemjr 
hath iaid againft you. Aha 1 even the aQci-^ 
ent high places are become our pofleffion : 
Therefore prophefy, and fay ; Thus faifh 4he 
LoR D God : Becauie t!hey havi n^ade (you) 
defblate, and fwallowed you^ip on every fide^ 
^at ye might be a po^ffien to the refidue 
of the nations ; arid ye are taken up in the 
Ipeech of every tongue, and (in) the defa- 
mation of (every) people ^j** 

B^j *• the refidoe of l^e nations,*' ihe Pro*- 
ph^ alluded to the Saracen^, T-urks, &c« 
who alfb at digerent times had pofiei^dn of 
it : for the land of liirael had for a long time 
been a bone of contention between the 
Chriftians and Mahometans 5 as is wdil 
known from the Croifade, or holy war, (as 
it was. called) which the Chriflian powers 

waged 
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waged againft the Turks and infidels for the 
recovery of Palcftine. And by *' the fpccch 
ef every tongue/' &c. the Prophet pointed 
to the flander, reproach, and indignity, with 
which the nation is treated, by all people ; 
and in all languages. And, becaufe Ifrael 
hath thus borne the reproach of the nations; 
therefore fliall they all, Chriftians, Maho« 
metans &c. all bear their reproach, ver. 4 — 
8- ** Therefore, ye mountains of Ifrael, 
hear the word of the Lor d God : Thus faith 
the Lord God to the mountains and to the 
hills, to the ftreams and to the vallies, to the 
defolate wafles and the forfaken cities, which 
arc become a prey to the refidue of the na- 
tions that are round about : Therefore thus 
faith the Lord God: Surely in the fire of 
my jealoufy have I fpokcn againfi: the refi- 
due of the nations, and againd all £dom, 
who appointed my land to themfelves for a 
pofTefiion, with the joy of (their) whole 
heart, and with a defpiteful^ mind, to caft it 
out for a prey* Prophcfy therefore concern- 
ing the land of Ifrael, and fay to the niouq* 
tains and to the hills, to the flreams and to 

• Heb. With defpite of foijl. 

Vol. IL L \ th? 
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the vallies ; Thue faith the Lord Godj B<«* 
hold, I have fpokcn in my jealooi^ and ia 
my fury, becaufc yc have borne ihe reproach 

of the nations. Therefore thus faith the 

I ■ ■ > 

Lord God ; I have lifted up^ mine hand, 
(faying), furcly the nations that are round 
about you, fliall-f- (alfo) bear their re* 
proach/' 

And though the mountains of Ifrael, are 
barren at prcfcnt ; yet (hall they then flou«t 
rifli, and be fruitful. The nation alfo, that 
is fo greatly diminifhed in captivity, will 
then be exceedingly numerous; by the return 
of the ten tribes, and God's blefling to mul- 
tiply them: ver. 8—12. ** But ye, O ye 
mountains of Ifrael, fhall (hoot forth your 
jbranches, and 'ihall bear your fruit to my 
people Ifrael ; for they are near if coming. 
For behold, I (am) for you, and I will turn 
unto you, and ye fhall be tilled and fown t 
And I will multiply men upon you, (even) 
all the houfe of Ifrael, all of thcm§: and the 
cities fhall be inhabited^ and the waflc pla- 
ces fhall be bqilt. x^nd I will multiply men 

• Or, I have fworn. f Hcb. They (lull. 

;j; HeU Near to come. § Heb, It. 

upon 
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upon you, and beafts : and they fhall in- 
creafe and bring forth : and I will caufe yon 
to be inhabited according to yoUr ancient 
ftate, and will do better (unto you) than at 
ybur beginning ; and ye (hall know that I 
(am) the Lord. Yea, I will caule nien to 
wdik upon you, (even) my people Ifrael : 
and they ihall poflefs thee, and thou (halt be 
([heir inheritance, neither ihalt thou bereave 
them (of it) any more." . They are to have 
the mountains of Ifrael for an inheritance, 
and are never to be bereft of them any 
fROfe : neither are they to go into captivity 
ftBy4iM>re; • 

The Prophet proceeds, verfe 13— —i^. 
** Thu« faith the Lord God 5 Becaufe they 
(ay <sf you. Thou devoured vip men, and thou 
f>ereaveft thy nations 1 therefore thou ihalt 
devour men no nK>re, neither bereave thy 
fiatidns any more^ faith the Lord. Neither 
will I caufe the reproach of the nations to 
^ heaf^ againft thee any mor6, neither (halt 
thou bear the upbraiding of the people any 
inore, neither ihalt thou bereave thy nati-^ 
oris any more, faith the Lord God." 
' I am fcnfible, that the generality of com*^ 

L .1 a tften- 
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mentatorSy underfland this as ipoken of the 
land : for the adjoining nations (as they fay) 
having obfcrvcd the heavy fuiFerings of the 
Jewifli nation, acculcd the land of extermi- 
nating its inhabitants : but this I am confix 
dent, is not w^hat the Prophet alluded to by 
jthis allegory, but that he pointed to that a • 
bominable and deteftable crime, urith which 
the Jews have been fo often and fo unjuftly 
accufed of, by the Chriftians; viz, the ** cru- 
cifying Chriftian children on the eve of the 
Paffover, that they may renew their fathers 
crime, who crucified Jefus Chrift*:*' and oa 
account of which, they have fujffered fuch 
dreadful perfecutions, and fuch torrents of 
their blood hath flowed. This aceufation 
(as Bafnage fays) is found repeated every 
where, ftnce the twelfth century. This 
charge hath been brought againft them, by 
the envy and malice of the Chriilians^ who 
were continually thirfting for the blood, or 
the wealth of this unfortunate and afflidted 
nation, in almoft every country where ever 

they have refided -f . The Prophet therefore 

afTure^ 

• See Bafnagc's, Hiftory of the Jews, Book j^ 
^hap^ xi« Sect* Z4. &c. p. 642. 

f This ol^arge, we alfo find to have been brouf ht 
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aflures them, that God will take vengeance 
on the nations for this falfe accufation^ and 
that they (hall no more be thus reproached, 
with bereaving the nations amongft whom 
they dwelt of their male children *, by cru- 
cifying of them ; for when the nation fhall 
T)e redeemed, they will no longer be fubje<13: 
to this reproach. That this, is what the 
Prophet alluded to, is manifcft from his 
making ufe of the pronoun plural affix, "J^^IJ 
fTJhy nations} meaning thereby the different na- 
tions among whom they were fcattered : and 
therefore, he alfo fays, that the reproach and 
upbraidings of tbefe nations fhall no more be* 
heard again ft them ; for this calumny will 
be entirely removed. 

Fronji the explanation here given of this 
great and important prophecy, the follow- 
ing feven important fundamental principles 
are deducible. Firft, the vengeance which 
God will take in the latter days on Edom, 



againft them in England. See Anglia Judaica^ page x i 
la— X36. 

• Thii is what the Prophet meant by *• men^^ be- 
caufe it was the male children that they were accufed of era* 
fifying. 

whoiti 
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whom he mentions by the name of moiint 
Scir: and which agrees wkh the feconi 
principle Contained in the prophecies of 
liaiah. 

Second^ the falvation and redemption of 
Ifracl ; as mentioned*, ^* And I will bring 
them oat from the people, and gather them 
from the countries ; arid will bring them to 
their own land/' &c. and which agrees wit& 
the third principle of Ifaiah; 

Third, the reftoration of the ten tribes i 
as is mentioned^', ^^ And I will multiply 
moi upon you, (even) all the hou& of Ifrae)^ 
all of them :*' &c. and which agrees with 
i^Mt fourth principle of Ifaiah. 

Fourth^ that God will alfo take vengeance 
on all the other nations beiides £dom ; as iit 
faid \\ *^ Surdy in the fire of »my jeaJoufy 
have I fpoken againft the refidue of the na«^ 
tions," &c. and which agrees with xkkt^Jirfi 
principle of Ifaiah. 

Fifth, that at the time of the future re- 
demption, a king of the houfe of David is to 



* Chap* xxxiv. 13. 
f Chap, xxxvi* lo. 



J Ibid, i- 
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ircign , over them ; as is faid*, ^* AhcJI will 
raiib up one (bepherd over them, arkl he 
ihall feed them^ (even) my fervant David i 
he £hail feed them, and he £hall be their 
iliepherd/' and which agrees with the tenth 
frincipk of Ifajiah« 

Sixth, that the lymbol of the divine pre* 
|ence, and the fpirjt of prophecy, will then 
be reftored to them, as aforetime ^ as is faid*!*, 
*• And 1 the Lord will be their God," and 
which agrees with the eighth principle of 
J£iiah. 

Seventh, that they fhall not return to 'cap- 
tivity more: a§ mentioned J, *• And they 
(hall be no more a prey to the nations,'' and 
which agrees with the eleventh principle of 
Ifaiah. 

NoWj it is manifed from all hiAory, both 
facred and profane, that not one of thefe 
principles have hitherto ever been accom- 
plifticd: for it cannot be faid, that they were 
fulfilled at their return from the Babylonifh 
captivity 5 bccaufe God did not then take 
yengeance on Edom, and the other nations, 

• Chap, xxxiv. 23» 

f Ibid. 24. X Ibid. 28. 

prior 
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prior to their redemption ; as here defcribed 
by the Prophet, And it is well known that 
the ten tribes did not then return. Neithcp 
did a king of the houfc of David reign over 
them during the continuance of the fecond 
temple. Neither was there any appearance 
of the divine, prefcncc in the faid temple; nor 
was the fpirit of prophecy among them. And 
a far piore convincing proof than all, is, that 
a few centuries after their return, they were 
again carried into this long and dreadful cap* 
tivity, where they have remained upwards of 
fcvcntcen hundred years : ail which> is a de- 
rnonftration, that this prophecy was not ful- . 
filled at their return from Babylon. And it 
is equally clear, from the ads recorded of 
Jefus* in the New Teftamcnt, that none of 
thefe principles were accompli/hed in- his 
perfon ; nor during the time of his miniftry. 
And it would only be wafting of time, to no 
manner of purpofe, to prove that they can- 

• The Archbifilop of Armagh, thinks it may refer 
to Chrifb; but with how little probability of truth, jnay be 
perceived from his Note on Chap, xxxiv. 25 it is as foU 
}ovvs. '* This prophecy may refer to Zerubabel, to Chrift, 
and to a future defccndant of David, who ihall rpgn over the 
Jews after their reitorationt'' 

not 
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not by any means be applied to the fpirituali- 
zing fchcmc of the Chriftians : whence it is 
demonftrable, that this prophecy remains to 
be fulfilled at the appearance of the true 
Meffiah. 

The fourth prophecy commences verfc 
i6th, of the chapter we have been treating 
of; and is continued to the end of the laft 
verfeofthefame. 

The purport of this prophecy, is as foU 
lows. The Prophet having prophefied that 
God would aflemble the outcafts of Ifrael, 
and reftore them to their own land; and 
knowing thatfchoiiers and unbelievers might 
lay, if God is fo earneft to reftore them to 
their lan4# why did he drive them out from 
thence: he therefore obferves that, when 
they were in their land, they defiled it by 
their wickednefs ; fo that if they were driv^ 
en cmt, it was on account of their manifold 
fins; ver. i6 — 19. " The word of the 
Lord came alfo unto me, faying : Son of 
man, when the houfe of Ifirael dwelt in their 
own landi they defiled it by their way and 
their doings : their way was before me as the 
defilement of a removed woman. Where- 
fore I poured out my fury upon them for the 
Vol. II. Mm hkod 
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blood which they had fhcd upoa the land^ 
and (becaufe) they had polluted it with their 
idols. And 1 fcattered them among the na-* 
tions, and they were difperfed through the 
countries : according to their way, and ac« 
cording to their doings I judged them/' 

It muft be obfervedy that the Prophet's 
comparing their evil doings to the defilement 
of a removed woman j i$ not to (hew the hei* \ 
noufnefs of their offence; but on the con** 
trary, is highly favourable to them : for un- 
der the image of a menjiruous wonum, tfa^e 
Prophet fhews, that a.t no ^me whatfoeyer^ 
during their defoktions, and captivity^ did 
God ever give a bill of divorcement to the 
nation; fo as to repudiate them : *• for J[fra* 
el is not forfaken of his God/' And there-*^ 
fpre, although when they dwelt in their land^ 
they defiled it ; and for which reafon, they 
were driven out i yet, wjis it never the inten<« 
tion of God, when he fcattered thcni among 
the nations, to fpend his wrath upon them, 
to confume them, and utterly caft them off j 
fo that they fliould no more be his people ; 
No : But they were only confidered to be iii 
the fame ilate as a removed wonian ; who, 

during 
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during all, the days of her defilement, is re« 
moved from her hufband ; but after her pu- 
rification, (he again returns to his bofom ; 
even fo is it with the nation : for (he is,, a^ 
it were, fanBified^ to God by his precepts, 
and wedded to him by the written contra<5i 
of his law: and therefore, when (he finned 
againil him, he, as her hufband, removed 
her, becaufe of her defilement ; and fcattered 
the nation though the countries j judgmg 
them according to their doings : yet never- 
thelefs, it was always in his mind to reflore 
ihem, as the menflruous woman is reflored to 
her hufband after a certain time. 

The Prophet however, proceeds to fhew 
that, even from this temporary removal, 
Gdd's name was profaned among the nations 
whither they went: vcrfe 20th. *' And 
when they came to the nations whither they 
went, they profaned mine holy name, in that 
it was laid concerning them, Thefe (are) the 
people of the Lord, and they are gone forth 
out of his land/' Not that they themfelves 

^ This ti a term made ufe of in the marriagie cere- 
inony of the nation* See Levi's Ceremonies of the Jews^ 
f* 133. Note 3(L 

M m 2 pro- 
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profaned the name of God, but that they 
were the caufe of its being profaned ; for the 
nations faid, that God had totally caft them 
oiF^ and made choice of the Gentiles, in their 
ilead ; becaufe they had rejected, and cruci- 
fied his beloved fon, and lord of life : thus 
has the holy name of Cod been profaned by 
the doctrine of a triune Deity, of a'god made 
fle(h in the womb of a virgin ; fo contrary 
to the dodtrine of the ftrid Unity of God, 
inculcated throughout the Law and thePro^ 
phets : he therefore tells them, that he will 
have pity on his holy name that had been 
thus profaned among the nations; ver« zi^, 
^^ But I had pity for mine holy name» which 
the houftf of Ifrael have profaned among the 
nation; whither they are gone/' For by 
their being thus among the nations, his holy, 
name was profaned ; he therefore afTures us^ 
that he will fan<flify his name, by redeeming 
them ; although they fhould be totally un- 
worthy of it; ver. 22 — 24. *^ Therefore 
fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith the 
Lord God; Not for your fakes do I (this)^ 
O houfe of Ifrael, but for mine holy name, 
which ye have profaned among the nations, 
whithpr ye are gone. And t will fandify my 

great 
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great name which hath been profaned a- 
mong the nations, which ye have profaned 
in the midfl of them ; and the nations (hall 
know that I (am) the Lord, faith the Lord 
God, when I fliall be fandified in you in 
their fight. For I will take you from a- 
mong the nations, and gather you out of all 
countries j and bring you inio your own 
land." 

And as the Prophet had made ufe of the 
image of a menftruous woman^ to (hew their 
defilement, he fayj, ver. 25th. " Then will 
I fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye (hall 
be cleanled : from all your defilements, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanfe you.*' For 
as the menftruous woman is cleahfed by 
ablution; fo will God cleanfe them with 
clean water, that they may become pure a- 
gain. 

And that they (hould no more return to 
fin ; he fays, verfe 26th. " I will alfo give 
you a new heart, ajid a new fpirit will I put 
within you ; and I will remove the heart of 
ftone from your fle(h, and will give you an 
heart of fle(h." By this figure, the Prophet 
(hews that, they will no more follow their ir- 
regular dcfires, and their cupidity ; for that 

the 
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the great and flupendous miracles, that wIH 
then be performed in their light, will make 
fuch a laflingim predion on them, as entire- 
ly to dcftroy their evil imagination, and in- 
cline them to all good ; fo . that they will 
then be in the fame ftate that Adam was iq 
before his falK 

The Prophet goes on to (hew that they 
fhall then have the fpirit of prophecy and 
the fymbol of the divine prefencc rellored to 
them; ver. 27—^28. *• And my fpirit 
will I put within you, and caufc you to walk 
in my ftatutes, and to keep my judgments 
and do them. And yc /hall dwell in the. 
land which I gave to your fathers i and 
ye fliall be my people, and I will be your 
God/' 

He alfo afTures them, that they (hall no 
more receive the reproach of famine among 
the nations, ver. ap — 30. And 1 will favc 
you from all your defilements 1 and I will 
call for the corn and will multiply it, and 
will not feftd famine upon you. And I will 
multiply the fruit of the tree, and the in*^ 
creafc of the field ; that ye may no more re*! 
ceive the reproach of famine among the na- 
tions." 

They 
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I 

They will then remember their evil wiays^. 
«nd will thoroughly repent of them : vcr, 
31. *' Then fhall ye remember your evil 
ways, and your doings that (were) not good ; 
and ye fliall loathe yourfclves for your ini-' 
quitics and for your abominations." 

The Prophet then informs us, that when 
they fhall have thus confidered all their evil 
deeds ; they will know, and be fully con- 
vinced, that this great redemption and falva- 
tion will not be wrought on account of their 
merit, as they are entirely undeferving of 
it ; but that he will do it for the fake of his 
holy name ; (as above mentioned) ver. 32, 
** Not for your fakes do I (this), faith the 
Lord God ; be it known unto you : be a- 
fhamed and confounded for your own ways, 
O houfe of IfraeL'- 

The Prophet then, by a mofl beautiful 
contrafl, fhews the happy flate that the land 
will then be in, inflcad of the woful, ruined 
l]tate, that it is in at prefent : ver. 33 ——36. 
•* Thus faith the Lord God : In the day 
when I fhall have cleanfed you from all your 
iniquities, and fhall caufe the cities to be in- 
habited, and the wafle places to be built, and 
(when) the defolate land fliall be tilled, 

where- 
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whereas it was defolatc in the fight of all that 
paffcd by : Then fliall they fay. This land 
(that was) defolatc is become as the garden 
of Eden ; and the cities (that were) wafte, 
and defolate, and ruined, (are become) fen- 
ced, (and) are inhabited. Then the nations 
that are left round about you (hall know 
that I the Lord have built the ruined pla- 
ces, and planted the (land which was) defo- 
late : I the Lord have fpokca it, and I will 
do it. ** Fof when they will fee the fudden 
transformation of the land, from the loweft 
ftate of mifery, to the higheft ftatc of per- 
fedion ; they all will be fully convinced, 
that it was the hand of the Lor d that hath 
done it j according, to the word which he 
had fpoken by the mouth of his Prophet. 

And, as fome may objedl againft this 
flouriftiing ftate of the country, on account 
of the great diminution which the nation 
has fuftercd in this captivity: the Lord 
promifcs them his peculiar bleffing to multi- 
ply them : ver. 37 — 38 . " Thus faith the 
Lord God, I will yet (for) this be inquired 
of by the houfe of Ifrael, to do (it) for them : 
I will incrcafe them (with) men, like a 

flock: 



ON tHE PROPHECIES. ^§3 

flock : As the holy flock, as the flock of Jc*. 
rufalem in her folemn feads ; fo fhall the 
wade cities be filkd (with) flocks of men : 
and they (hall know that I (am) the Lord/' 
By ^' the holy flock," or, " the flock of ho- 
ly ones,'' according to the Hebrew ; we arc 
given to underfland, that they will not a« 
bufe this goodnefs, as they did aforetinie ; 
but they will be as tradable, and as free ixota 
blemifh, as the numerous flocks that weite 
offered on the holy altar. And, although 
they will be thus docile as the flocks j yet 
will they be endowed with fuperior wifd(Ha 
lind knowldige % as the Prophet fays, ^' And 
they fhall know that I (am) ^the Lord/* 
And which is the higheft perfe<3ion of all 
Ipnpwledgc. 

^ ^rom this explanation of tho prophecy, 
tl^e following fundamental principles are de«» 
duciblc, Firfl:, the future redemption and 
falvatiop of the^nation T as is faid*, " Fpr I 
will take you from among the nations, and 
gather you out of ^U countries 1 and bring 
you into your own land/' And which a^ 
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grccs with the third principle contained in 
the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, that their fiiliration will be the 
confequence of God's voluntary decree ; and 
not for the merit of the nation : as their 
wickednefs renders them entirely unworthy 
of fuch happinefs; as isfaid, " Not for your 
fakes do I (this)^ O houfe of Ifrael^ but for 
mine holy name i' And which agrees with 
ihtjixib principle of Ifaiah. 

Third> that the fymbol of the divine pre- 
fence^ and the fpirit of prophecy will then 
be again reftored to them : as is faid, *^And 
my fpirit, wiJl I put Within you,— And I 
will be your God;" and which agrees 
with the eighth principle of Ifaiah. 

Fourth, that God will circumcife their 
heart j fo that they will no more return to 
fin ; and confcquently, will not go into cap* 
tivity any more : as mentioned, '* And I will 
give you a new heart, and a new fpirit will 
I put within you, and I will remove the 
. heart of ftone from your flefh," &c. And 
which agrees with the eleventh principle of 
Ifaiah. 

Fifth, that the nations will all then ac^ 

Jcnowledgc the iXj;l&. Unity of God, &c, as 

* 
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IS faid, " And the nations fhall know that I 
(am) the Lord/* &c. And >yhich agrees 
with the twelfth principle of Ifaiah. 

Now, it is clear, that none of thefe prin- 
ciples were fulfilled at their return from Ba- 
bylon : neither were th^y accompliftied du- 
ring the life of Jefus ; neither can they in 
any manner be applied to the fpirituali- 
zing fcheme of the Chriftians. Whence it 
is manifefl that they remain to be accom- 
plifhed at the final refloration of the nation, 
iy the hands of the true Mcfliah. 

The fifth prophecy commences chap, 
xxxviith. vcr. ift. and is continued to the 
cndof ver. 14th* of the fame: in which 
the Prophet fpeaks at large of the refurredi- 

on of the dead. 

Before we proceed, I judge it neceflary to 
obferve, that there is great difference of opi- 
nion concerning this prophecy. Some of 
the ancient Rabbins held that, this refurredi- 
on adually took place ; and that thefe dry 
bones* were covered with flefh, lkin,'&c. 
and really flood on their feet alive j and re* 

• Pcrek Chelek. 

N n 2 turn* 
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turned thanks to God, for this great mcfcy : 
for they were of opinion that thcfe flain^ 
were of the children of Ephraim, who (ac^ 
cording to tradition) went out from Egypt 
before the time of their redemption was 
come; and were therefore flain by the men 
of Gath. Though fomc think they were* 
flain in the wilderncfs, for going againft 
Gath, contrary to the word of God ^ and to 
which » the Pfalmift is fuppofed to allude 
Pfalm. Ixxviii. 9. &c. Sec i Chron. vii. 21* 
& Yalkut. foh Ixvi* 2* Sedl* 227* But 
others*, with far greater probability of truth, 
are of opinion, that it was only a vifion, in 
which all this was (hewn to the Prophet, as 
an image or figure, of the refurreftion, that 
is to take place at the time of the future rc^ 
ftoration of the nation. This is farther cor- 
roborated by the arrangement of this, and 
the two following prophecies : for in this 
prophecy^ the Prophet fpeaks of the rcfur- 
region : and from ver . 1 5 th. to the end of the 
chapter, he fpeaks of the reftoration of the 
nation ; when they are all to be united irtto 
one kingdom, under one prince: and in chap- 

* Maim. Abarbanal, &c. 

ter 
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<er xxxvmih, he fpcaks of the vengeance 
which God will take of their enemies. 

Aad it really is very remarkable, that our 
Legiflator Mofes, (as I have obferved in the 
explanation of his fecond prophecy Vol. Ift^ 
p. 54 — 55.) hath alfo thas arranged them,, 
when he fays ; *' 1 kill, and I will make a- 
live:'* this denotes the refurreftion. *Vl 
have wounded, and I will heal : '' this de« 
notes their reiloration : for during the cap-* 
tivity they were wounded with fore afflidi- 
ens ; and therefore the captivity is called th6 
wound of Ifrael ; and the redemption their 
icure. '* Neither (is there any) that can de- 
liver out of my hand." This denotes the 
vengeance that God will take of their ene- 
mies. 

We fliall now proceed to the explanation 
of the prophecy. Ver. i — 2. *' The hand 
of the Lord was upon me, and carried me 
out in the fpirit of the Lord, and fet me in 
t^e mtdft of a valley which was * . full of 
bonei^ And caufed me to pafs by them round 
about I and, lo, ( there were) very many prt 
thic face of the valley, and, lo, (they were; 

• Hcb. And it was full. 

very 
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very dry." The great number of the bones, 
was to ihew» the prodigious numbers that 
fhall arife at the rerurre<^ion : and their be- 
ing very dry; was to inform us, that there- 
furreiftion would not take place till after a 
longtime ; till ** the end of days*." 

in ver. 3d, the Prophet mentions GodV 
queftion to him» and his anfwer thereto. 
" Then he faid unto me ; Son of man, can 
tliefe bones live ? And I anfwered, O Lord 
God, thou knowcft." This anfwcr of the 
Prophet is not free from objedlion ; (as the 
learned Abarbanal obferves) for if he had un* 
derftood God's queftion, as afking him, if 
they could live according to nature: he ought 
to have anfwcred in the negative. And if he 
underftood the^ queftion to denote, whether 
God by his omnipotent power, could reani- 
mate them in a fupernatural manner; he 
ought to have anfwcred in the affirmative ; 
by faying, I know that thoa canft do every 
thing; that thy power is as large as thy will; 
and that nothing can hinder thee from c£^ 
fefting whatever thou defireft. It therefore 
is to be inquired why the Prophet replied ia 

• Dan. xii» 13, ^ 

foch 
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luch a manner? The folution of which is, 
that as God in the preceding chapter had 
faid, '* Not for your fakes do I this, O houfc 
of Ifrael," He now aiked the Prophet, whe- 
ther they were worthy of a rcfurredlion, ac- 
cording to the merit of their works ? To 
this, he very juftly anfwered, " O Lord 
God, thou knoweft." Thou arc well ac- 
quainted with all their thoughts and adtions ; 
and therefore knoweft whether they be wor- 
thy or not : and in coiifequence of this an*- 
fwer, he was ordered to addrefs thcfc dry 
bones : ver, 4. *' Then he faid unto me, 
Prophely concerning thefe dry bones, and fay 
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word 
of the Lord." Although ye arc fodry and 
periflied, that no moiflure is left in you; fo 
that life is not to be expefted from you : 
and by which he (hewed, that of themfclves, 
they were utterly unworthy of a refurre<9bi- 
on J yet neverthelefs, fays he, hear the word 
of God ; be attentive to his wonder working 
power : for (ver. 5—6,) " Thus faith the 
Lord unto thefe bones : Behold, I willcaufe 
breath to enter into you, and ve fhall live : 
And I will lay finews upon you, and will 
bring up jflefh upou you, and cover you with 
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fkin^ and put breath iato you ; and ye fhall 
livcj and ihall know that I (am) the 
Lord." 

The Prophet then informs us^ that al- 
though he thought this a thing almoft im^ 
pofUble ; yet he prophefied ; becaufe it wai. 
God's command that he (hould do fo ; ver. 
J. ^* So I prophefied as I was commanded ; 
and as I prophefied there was a noife ; And 
behold^ (there was) a fhaking, and the bone& 
drew near, bone to its bone. And when I 
looked, behold, (there were) finew$ upon 
them, and the flefh came up, and the {kla 
covered them above : but (there was) nq 
breath in them. Then he faid unto mc^ Pro* 
phefy unto the breath, prophefy, O fon oJf 
man, and fay unto the breath. Thus f^th 
the Lord God : Come from the four winds 
O breath ; and breathe upon thefe flain, that 
they may live. So I prophefied as he com* 
manded me ; and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and flood on their feet, an ex* 
ceedingly great hofl. Then he faid unto 
me ; Son of man, thefe bones (are) the whoU 
houfe of Ifrael : behold, they fay, Our bones 
gre dried, and our hope is loil ; we are cut 

of 
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off for our parts/' This is, a very ju^ft com- 
plaint of the nation ; for although they are 
to be reftored by thft Meffiah^ in the latter 
days ; yet of what benefit will the futUro re- 
demption be> to thofe thA have been focrci-. 
. *11y pcrfecutfed to death, and fuffer^ i»artyr- 
dom fbr tha iake of his lioly name, during 
this long and dreadful captivity? Thus «}fo 
the Prophet liaiah coniplairted : (See Vol. 
Ift. page 176. &c.) and in anfwer to which, 
he immediately received that mod benign, 
eonfolatory, and enlivening promifej •* Thy 
dead men Aall live; my deceaied, they (ha}l 
rife." as (hewn at large, Voi. Ift, p, 181. 
&G« Sb dae Prophet here likeurife motives 
an order, t& prophefy of the futare rdfur-- 
redtion, for tfadr confoktion ; that thqr who 
mourn for JertiAilem, tnty alfo rejoioe witk 
her : ter* la— *-i4^ ** Therefore prophefy, 
and fay onto them 1 Thas ikich thft L^o^^d 
God ; Behold, I will apan ywr gfivu, and 
canfe you tt> come ap Oift df yt)ur grares, O 
my people ; aftd bring yftn into ^e hiivd xK 
Ifraeh .And yc- Adl know that i (am) tltti 
LoRD^ f^hen i have opened yotir ^"xres, and 
cauied you to come up out of your graves, 
Vou IL O o O 
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my people. And (hall put my fpirit witti-^ 
in ye, and ye (hall live> and lihall place. you 
in your own land : then (hall ye know that 

1 the Lord have fpokcn (it), arid have done 
(it), faith the LoRd/* 

Thus has the Prophet in i forcible and 
beautiful manner, under the fimilitude of a 
prodigious number of dry bones, ihewn the 
refurreAion of the Jewifli nation : 1 (ay of 
the Jewifli nation ; and not of the reft of 
mankind t for although, in fpeaking of the 
great end that U to be eflfeftedrby the. refur-< 
rettion* I have obferyed^j that there h tCt 
be a particular, and general refurredion : the 
former, for the Jewifli nations and the lat- 
ter for the reft of mankind : yet, here, the 
Prophet only fpeaks of that for the Jewifh 
nation j and therefore fays^ *5 And will caufe 
you to come up out of your graves, O mjr 
people ;" and which is another great proofs 
that the Prophet was foretelUhg the r^efur- 
re^on, which is to take place after the re-^ 
fioratibn of the nation : as he made ufe of 
the term ^f gr(KO€Si' and which, he woulcl 
by no means have done^ had he inten^d td 

♦ Vol. Ift. p. i94t&c^ 

have 
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have flicwn the rcftoration of the nation, un- 
der the fimilifode of the image of the dry 
bones ; as Chriftian commentators inigenc- 
ral. fay, becaufe there were no graves there j 
add: therefore he did not make mention of 
any; as they all laid in the open valley: ho 
therefore would have faid, as ulual. And/ 
wiil bring you up from among the nations^ &c. 
and will bring you in fv your land: and not 
have fpoken of breathy and life, and the open- 
ing of the graves, &c. It therefore is plain^ 
that this prophecy is to (hew the future re- 
furfcftion ; as hath been fhewn from the ar- 
rangertient of the three pro jrfiecies that fol- 
low each others 

The rdafon that Chriftian commentators 
ill general explain it, as demoting the future 
reftoration of<l!he nation; and not their re- 
iiirreftioh*, hlth been (hewn at large, (Vol. 
lA, p. 182. &c.} 'in 'my remark on Bifliop^ 
Lowlh's Note on Ifaiah'ixvi, 19. 

I muil now obfery.e,. that it is manifeft, 
tjbat this prophecy hath at no time whatfi>« 
ever been fulfilled; but remains to be accom- 
plifhed at the time 6f the future reftoratioa 
qf the nation, by means of the true MefH- 

O 6 2 the 
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^ The fixth prophecy commences ycrfc 
fs^h^ ^ '^^ ^^^^ chapter that contaiDed the 
preceding prophepy; and is coci tinned to the 
end of the kft verie of the fame. . 

The Prophet having in the prccediag pro- 
phecy* fliewn the future rcfurrc(Stjoa of the 
dead i proccedi now to inform us» that at 
the time of the refurre<aion, and the rcfto^ 
ration of the nation ; the union of the king-* 
doii^^ of ]frael and Judah^ will al£o( : tbea 
take pUce ; and they ih^U not be. divided 
into t WQ kingdoms, any more ; vcr. 1 5 *— -^ 
^z. " The word pf the LoRi? came alio 
nttto np^, fayiagi Moreover, thou fon o£ 
man, take thee one ftick, and write upon it,, 
for Judabu an4 the children of Ifrael his 
companions *; Tb^n take aiFiother ftick and 
write upoa it, *' For Jofeph, thp ftick of 
Epbraim and of ^ the houfe of Ifrael his 
companions-f . Then join thero ofte to an- 
other (as) into one ilicki aud they (ball be- 

* That is, Benjamin and Levi, who adhered to the 
kilifidoin of Judah ; ai alio ibiiie fevf of the other tribes, that 
fell to Judab^i 

f This denotes all the other tribei pf Ifrael^ an(^ 

ihereforc the Prophet fad, *' all ike kou/e of Ifrael.*' 

> 

• come 
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come one in thine hand. And when the 
children of thy people Ihall fpcak unto thee, 
ikying. Wilt thou not fhew us what thou * 
(meancfl) by thefc ? Say unto them, thus 
faith the Lord God ; Behold, I will take 
the ftick of Jofeph which (was) in the hand 
of Ephraim and of the tribes of Ifrael his 
companions, and will put them on it, with 
the ftick of Judah, and will make them one 
fiick, and they ihall be one in mine hand-f*. 

And 

• Heb. What (are) thefe unto thee? 

+ The Archbifliop of Armagh's Note on this place* 
i9 curious ; zndfUinly fliews how thefe critics trifle with th^ 
lacr^d text : it is as follows. — -in mine hand] JTHiT TH, " in- 
the hand of Judah," is the reading of i. Arab, from the 
abbreviation *^ T3, as Cappcllus curioufly obfervcs *' Curi-^ 
ousiniletd! For unfortunately for ibck curious critics, we 
know of no fuch thing as abbre'viations in Scripture: Abbre- 
viations are only to be found in Rabbinical writings* Bat it 
muft farther be obferved, that the Archbifhop's comment, is 
equally as curious as Capellus's obfervation : for he obfervesy 
*' I prefer this reading, as it makes the Prophecy more defi* 
nite, in the hand of Judah ; Hril, under Zerubbabel, and here^ 
after under a great king of that tribe. ** But with all due 
deference to the Archbifhop's great knowledge, in facrcd and 
profane learning, I fain would aik him, where he found, that 
Zer ubbabel ever reigned over Judah, Ephraim, and«//th(f 
houfe of Ifrael, their companions ? Now, (not to mention 
tto^tUer parts of this piophccy; as, their not returning to 

fin 
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And the fticks whereon thou writcft * Yhall 
be in thine hand before their eyes. And fay 
thou unto them. Thus faith the LoRn God ^ 
Behold;- 1 will take the children of Ifracl 
from . among the nations whither they are 
gone, and will gather them froih every lidc^ 
and bring them into their own land. An4 
J will mn.be them one nation in the land» 
upon the mountiiins of Ifrael ; and one king 
ilnall be king over them all ; and tlicy ihaU 
i}o niore be two nations, neither fhall they 
be divided ipto two kingjjioip^ any pxpre at 
all/' 

And as the divifion of the kingdoift, waf 
Que caufe of their falling into idolatry, by 
Jeroboam's making the calves; he telU t^em^ 
that aftef- their union, they fhall no more rcf- 
turn to fin:ver. 23d. ''^ Neither fl^all they 

l]n nny more ; an^ God's fan(flaary being placed in the midf^ 
of theiii for ever) this prpmife furely, cannot be faid to have 
been fulfilled under Zeriibbabel, who was npthingmorc, than 
i\ie governor of Judea under Cyrusj ; an(f not the king under 
whom cbe whole nation is to be united. It however, is fomej 
cpiifolation to us poor Ifraelites, that in his*great goodnefs 
ti)c Archbifliop has allowed us to hope that, it may be ful? 
filled ** hereafter, under a great king of that tribe," 
• He b, Shalt write.. 

defile 



n 



ON THE PROPHECIES. 21^^' 

Iddfile thcmfclvcs any more with their idqls^ 
nor with their, abaiiiinations, nor with aivy 
of their tranfgretiions : but I will fave them 
from all their dwelling places whercia they 
bav^ finned. and will clcanfe them:" That 
i$,. from all the countries wliere they have- 
been in captivity, i and where they had fin- 
i^fcd, by bowing down to ftocks and (tones ; 
agreeable to what our legiQator Mofes faid*> 
^t And thou (halt ferve other gods, wood and 
ftone," And becaufe they were there poU. 
luted in their fins, he fays, " and 1 will 

« 

tlean(e them ;" fo that they will then be clear 
from all pollution 5 and which will be the 
means of their being happy in the enjoy- 
jpnent of what they had fo long been depriv- 
i?;d.of : namely, thtir being lender the imme- 
diate goyernp:ieHt of God, and the houfe of 
David J a$ the Prophiet fays in the latter 
member of the vferfe^ and ver. 24th. ** And 
they (hall be my people, and I will be their 
.God. And my fervant David ((hall be) king 
over them, and they all (hall havepne (hep- 
herd ; and they (hall walk in nay judgments; 
and obferve my ftat^tes, and do them^'* 

f t>e\xU xxviii. 36-^64. 
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In ver. 25th. hefhew«thc eWfttal exift- 
cncc of the nation, and their poffeffioti of the 
Jand for ever. " And they (hall dwell in the 
land which 1 gave to my fervant Jacob, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt j and they 
(hall dwell therein, (even) thtfy and their 
children and their children's children for c- 
ver ; and David my fervant (fliall be) their 
prince for ever/' 

The Prophet then proceeds to (hew that, 
they are no more to be vexed, or tormented 
with wars, or any other trouble : but (hall 
enjoy evcrlafting peace^ and the higheflr ftate 
of felicity, both temporal, and fpiritual ; vfef ♦ 
26—27. ** I will alfo make $ covenant of 
peace with them j it (hall be an everlafting 
covenant with then^ : and I wilt plac€ them, 
and multiply them ; and t^ill place my fane- 
tuary in the midft of them for evfer. My ta-» 
bernacle alfo fliall be with them : yea^ I will 
be their God, and they (hall be my pco-t 
pie/; 

The Prophet goes on to (hew, that their 
fanftity will be fuch, as to be known amion^ 
all nations, who by that means^ will be 
brought to the knowledge of the one true 
@t)d : ver. 28. ^* And the nations (hall 

know 
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know that I the Lord fandtifv Ifracl, when 
my fan<3:uary fliall be in the midft of them 
for evermore/' 

From the preceding explanation of this 
prophecy ; the following fundamental prin- 
ciples are deducible. Firft, The future re- ' 
demption and falvation of Ifrael ; as is* faid, 
*^ Behold, I will take the children of Ifrael 
from among the nations whither they are 
gone, and will gather them from every fide, 
and bring them into their own land/' And 
which agrees with the third principle con* 
taincd in the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, The reftoration pf the ten tribes j^ 
and which principle, it muft be obfervcd» 
hath in none of the prophecies, been fo 
clearly (hewn, as in this i where the Pro- 
phet fays, ver. 19. '« Behold, I will take 
the ftick of Jofcph, which (was) in the hand 
of Ephraim and of the tribes of Ifrael his 
companions," &c. And which agrees with 
^z fourth principle of Ifaiah. 

Third, that a king of the houfo of David, 
is^to raign over Ifraej and Judah together* 
This principle alfo, hath not been diorecJlcar- 

tfot.rr. Pp jy 
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If exprcfftd by any other Prophet, thaii by 
Eatkitl, when he fays, (vcr. 22.) /* Andi 
ivill make them one nation in the land, \ipon 
tlie mountains of Ifraie] 5 and one king fhall 
be king over them all ; and they ihall be no 
more twd nations^ neither fliali they be divi* 
ded into two kingdoms any more at all,'' 
-= — vcr* 24* *' And David^ my fervaiit ((hall 
be) king over them/' Sje. And which agrees 
with the fentb principle 6f Ifaiah. 

Fourth, that they will then enjoy the 
highcft ftate of fpiritual happjnefs on earth i 
by the return of the divine prefeiite, anU^the 
fpirit of prophecy attibhg themj as afbretinic i 
(bat which they did not enjoy during the 
cdntimiknceof the fecond temple) as is^ fald** 
"And I will place niy fan<auary in theimdfl: 
of them for ever/' &t. Aiid which agreed 
with- tfaie eightb principle of Ifaiah, 

Fiftli, that Gbd Svill then circumcife their 
loieart, /fe that they will no more return to 
fin ; and confequehtly; will not go into cap- 
tivity-'any irtone ; but ihall potteft the land^ 
and :dwcH in it for ever : a6 is faid-f, •* Nei- 
thcr.ft»ll they bedefilcdany more With tildr 

• Verfe26, fVer. 23. 

« iddft. 
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j4ols, aor with tjhcir abominatioiw/' &c, 
And ycr, 25—26. ** And they fhall dw)clt 
thereioi (even) they and their children ^nd 

their chil4fen's lyjiildrcu for ever :*' And 

I will make a coyepjint of p^jice with them>" 
5cc, And wl^ich agrees y^ith the eleventh 
principle of Ifailh, 

Sixt^if that the nations will then ackoow- 
ledge the Unity pf Qod 5 will fervc aijd wpr- 
fhip him; as is faid, v^r. 28. "^Aiid the 
iifl^tipns {i^^\\ kpoyir that! |he Lord i^ndify 
Ifracl, &c. An4 whi9h ^gree? w^tfi the 
twelftb pritfc^le of If;^iah it 

^I^^oWt itis wpl^jt^iQwnfljat^flQnepf^tftfe 
j^reat ^Qd glprip)j;$ .prooxifei^ were fulfilled f^t 
:thc;ir return from Bahylpn : foi: Xh^r^i. the ten 
tribes di4 not returp : no king. of the houfe 
of £)av^d rfigned over tl^em : tlK^ugh tl^e 
J^rpp)iet iays, '^ My fcrvant Pavid; flwll he 
their pritice for ever/' Nq^hpr did they pof- 
fefs 4ihe l^nd fox ever &p. . 

A|id, I prffume, tb^t JX9 oup caji be £q 
h^dy, as to fay, that they ever n^ere fulfilled 
|?y, or under Jefi|s ; either while hi^ M^aljbed 
^pon. earth; qr at any time duriqg t^eejc-' 
4{lcnce.of Chriftianity, even to this prefcnt 
•:tinic. 

P P 2 It 
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It alfo is manifen:, that they cannot in 
any fenfe whatfoevef be applied to the fpiri- 
tuallzing fchcmc of the Chriftians : Whence 
it is demonftrable^ that they rcniaih to be 
accompliflied . at the appearance of the true 
Meffiah. 

As to what the Archbimopof Armagh 
obferves, (Note on Ezek. chap, icxxvii. ver. 
24), ** The fimiliarity between Chrift at his 
future advent to reign ov'er the Jews, and 
David his progenitor, inay confift in the 
flourifliing ftate of fpiritual affairs amidft ex* 
ternal magnificence. ** My fervant David 
ihall be their prince for ever, favours the 
Vuppofitiofn that Chrifl will hereafter aifume 
regal ftate on earth among the converted 
Jews." I ihall only fay, (as I have aU 
ready obfcrvcd in Vol. 1ft, p. 131. to which 
I refer the reader) That I am confident, that 
Chriftians cannot produce one lingle, clear, 
unequivocal prophecy from the Old Tefta- 
ment, which foretells a twofold coming of 
one and the fame perfon as the MefSah ; and 
that too,' at the diftahce of fuch a number of 
years as have already elnpfed from the fup- 
pofed period of his beif*^ on earth : much 

Icfs 
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kfs, that the fame perfon is firft to be ^.fuf^ 
fering Meffiah ; then a Jpiritual Meffiah i 
and afterwards, when upwards of feventecii 
ordghteen hundred years have elap fed, he 
is to come again, and reign as a temporal 
prince upon earth ; he and his pofterity after 
him, for ever. For this, I again aficrt, that 
Chriftiarts have no authority from the pro^ 
phecies of the Old Teftament; and their 
embracing fuch opinions, plainly (hews to 
what mifcrable fhifts they arc obliged to 
have recourfe, in order to explain away the 
true intent and meaning of the word of God, 
that fd plainly ftares them in thfe face^ i^hilfc 
they thus attempt to divert it from its triib 
fcnfc, ' 

Dr. Prieftly indeed, took another courfe, 
(and I muft acknowledge, a far more rati- 
onal one had he had any authority for it from 
Scripture) to evade the force of the prophe- 
cies that fpeakof the great temporal happi- 
ncfs and pro(perity that we are to enjoy in 
the latter days under the Meffiah, the prince 
of the houfe of David ; by pretending that 
xki^fuffmng Mejjiah is one perfon ; and the 
prince of the hqufe of David is another **: and 

• Letter^ to the Jews, p. 38. 

that 
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that it is.un4er the latter that vre are to en«r 
joy all the temporal glory that we exped to 
]be our lot ; for he acknowledges that^ ** the 
Mefli^h we look for will come*/' AndU 
is this^ that hs^s ^qdi]|ced Chrif^ians to tell us 
of a fecond coming j becaufe t;hey are fully 
convin(:ed from the jjo-ophecies of the 0^4 
Teftament, that the glorious promifes there- 
in contained^ were never accomplifli^ at the^ 
|xaft advent of Jefus ^ for iui^^ad of that hftpr 
lunefsy glory, an^ profperity, th^at we expedt*- 
tdf and vyere taught to expc^& frocn the A^ef- 
fiah^ according to the prophecies j Jefus, if 
lift w^s th^^ Mcffia|?i brought us nothing 
but (hame and^mifery : for.;^ iew ye^rs ^t^ 
his death, the nation inftead of beholding ^he 
accomplii^ni^tof theie^greatpropufes, faw 
its temple burnt, its capital city razed, itis 
worihip abolifhed, its government ^d«ftroyed« 
its children di^rfed all oyer 4he univerfe, 
gnd made the execration and. f^om^pt of 
mankind 9 The Chriftiant thi^ipi^oret ip or* 
der to induce us to embrace Chrii|ianity, <fir 
(deavour to footh us w^th the, id^a of (he (c«> 
(rqnd coming of their Meii^ah ; for as a fa^ 

• Ibid. 3{. ' 

jpous 
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ladtts Chriftian author fays^, '^ A time thea 
muft come, which ihali be the reiga of the 
Meffiah and the Jews, in which this nation 
Khdll be 6xaltied| as has been promifcd above 
all the nations, and fhall reign by its Saints, 
its Prophets, and Apoftlcs, For othcrwifc, 
I-am bold to fay, That all the prophecies 
made to this people were delufive, and were 
only given them for a fnare-f*/' 

But this fcheme of the fecond coming of 
Jefus, which is founded on that of the MiU 
lennium, is, as I have already fhewn;]:, a mere 
chimera, an ignus fatuus -, and for whichi 
there is not the leaft authority in the prophe* 
dies of the Old Teflament. 

The feventh prophecy comthencei chap* 
ter xxxviii. ven i ft. and is continued to the 
end of the laft verfe of chapter xxxix. 

The purport of this prophecy, (according 
to the arrangement above mentioned) isthd 
vengeance which God will take in the lat^ 
tw days of the etieinies of the Jews, for the 



* •> 



• Juricu*» Prophecies. Tom. 4. page zoj. 

f Sec Vol, I9i% p. 136, where this is treated of at 

Vi«$ ^^ ^ wiMcft I muft refer xht Reader, ib ordtr t6 

pivvcpt repetiiioiir 

% Ibid* p* 15ft 

cruel* 
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caieltles exercifcd againft them^ from the 
firll: deftrucSion of their country, and their 
being carried into captivity, to the very, time, 
that he fhall inflict this puniihment on 
them« 

Before we proceed it mud beobferved that, 
the generality of commentators are of opini- 
on, that the nations here mentioned, will 
come to invade the Jev^s after their reftora«». 
tion, and reeftablifhment in their own land; 
and this will be, in order to refine and purify 
them, when the wicked are to be cut off, and 
the true believers will be prcfcrved. Bat to 
tlvis, the learned Abarbanal objeds ; as the 
nation will already have been refined, before, 
they ftiaUbe reftorcd to their own land : as 
God will judjge them in the wildcrnefs of the 
people, in their journey thither; as already 
fliewn : (p. 239. &c.) he therefore is of o- 
pinion, that they will not come to attack the 
Jews* but to difpofiefs the Cbriftiansr of the 
holy landi which they, (ftirrcd qp by God; 
as we find that Gog will alfo) Ihall have by 
fome means gotten pofleffion of. And, a$ 
that was the fppt where thcyj&ffi: tegan to; 
aftiidthe nation, they therefore m^H dl-mcet 
there with their due rewaf<f ; Chriftiaris, Ma- 
hometans 



1 1 
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hometan^s, and Pagans^ will all fight againft 
each other : and thus will the vengeance of 
God be accompliihed tipon them. Now, al- 
though there is a difierence of opinion con-« 
cerning the n(K>tivc that will induce Gog and 
the nations that (hall come with hini to this 
war; yet| 47// agree, that this is certainly to 
take pltace in the laitter days : when the na^ 
tions will be pun:iflied for what they have 
done to the Jews» for fo many hundred years j 
9$ tnfintioaed in the different prophecies dc» 
livecf d by the Prophets^ 

WeAQW proceed to the explanation of the 
prophecy *-^ver. 1—3* " The word of the 
Lord came alfo unto me^ &ying : Son of 
tam% iet thy &ce ag^inft Gog (of) the land 
of Mag0g, prince of Rhos Meihech and Tu- 
bal> and propheiy againft bim> And fay^ 
Thus iaitbthe Loito God : Behold^ I (am) 
ag^ifift thee^ O Oc^ prince of Rhos Me- 
ihech and' Tubal/' Magog we know was 
the iegpnd ibo of Japheti; and (as Mr. Medd 
expreffes k) by the conifent of aU men^ plac^ 
ed north of Tubal, and efteemed tht father 
of the Seythi«bas« that dwelt 0a theeail and 
north ettfttof the EHxine fea. Michaelis con^- 
Yoi»^ Ih Q^q. f afes 
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pares the word Gog with Kak or Chak^ the 
general name of the kings among the anci- 
ent Turks, Moguls, Tartars, Cataians, and 
Chinefe : Spic. Geogr. p. ^^. and thinks 
that Magog denotes thofe vaft trafts of coun- 
try to the north of India and China, which 
the Greeks called Scythia, and we Tartary. 
The Turks are generally allowed to be of 
Scythian origin. And Pliny fays (L. v. ch» 
xxiii.) that the city in Syria called Hierapolis^ 
was by the Syrians called Magog ; which 
name it is fuppofed to have derived from the 
Scythians, when they made an excurfion into 
Syria, and took this city. On the* like ac- 
count it is that the city of Bethfliean in the 
territories of the tribe of Manaflch on this 
fide Jordan, being feized on by the Stythians, 
when they enlarged their conqueite in Syria, 
and which was kept by them as long as they 
continued in Afia, was afterwards called 
Scythopolis. As to ^^\ I muft obferve that 
it is not an appellative, as in the common 
tranflation of the Bible; but is a proper 
jname ; and denotes the people called Rhoji. 
For as Bochart obferves from the Nubian 
Geogarpher, that the river in Armenia, call* 
xA by the Greeks Araxes, is by the Arabi- 
ans 
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4!ins called Rof^. This alfo, (according to 
Dr. Wells*,) makes . it probable that the 
Mofcovites,or Mufcovitos in Europe, woiea 
colony origij\ally of Melhech, or Mofoch, 
called by the Greeks, Mpfchi, not only on 
account of the likenefs of names, but alfo of 
the refpedive fitnations of the Afiatick and 
European Mofchi one to the other. And 
therefore, he farther obfcrves, that ** the 
Mofcbi *|* and Roffi being thus neighbours in 
;Afia, their colonies kept together in Europe ^j 
thofe of the Mofcbi feating themfelves in the 
province of Mufcovy, properly fo called^ 
that is, the parts about the city of Mofcow : 
tjiofe of the Roji feating themfelves in the 
parts adjoining on the fouth. For the Ieara«» 
cd Bocbart has obfervcd from Tzetzes, that 
jthe people called Taurit and from whom the 
Taurica Qherfonefus took its name, were in 
the days of Tzetzes better known by the 
jiamcofR^j', than of Tlsz^r/V Upon the whole 
therefore it may very probably be believed, 
that the Mufcovites and KuJJians in Europe 
were colonies of Mejhechy or elfe of Mejhecb 

• Hift. Geogr, Old Teft.Vol.Ift. page \tfl^ 
\ Jbid, p. 159. 

Q^q a and 
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and Tubal jointly." As to Tubal, they are 
fuppofcd to be the AJiatick Iberians \ the 
fame whona the Greeks called Iberi^ and who 
were originally feated to the niorth of Me- 
jfhech. And Bocbart fuppofes that they are 
the people called Tibirani ^ who were feated 
towards mount Caucafus. 

Having thus given as good an account z^ 
we pofliblycan of thefc nations^ atthisdif^ 
tance of time ; we proceed to the ferthcr ex- 
planation of the prophecy. 

The Prophet then in ftrong, forcible, 
^rand, and fublime language, adortied with 
inagnificient imagery, ih^ws that God will 
allure Gog, to come up agaipft the land, by 
turning of him about, with hooks in his 
jaws : for the nations that then will have 
pofTeffion of the holy knd^ will be as th^ 
hooks to draw iiim and his powerful boft 
thither ; in like manher as Deborah iaid to 
Barak*,"Go, and draw toward qiount Tabor, 
^nd take with thee t^n thoufand men, ^c, 
— And I will draw icinto thee, to the river 
Kilhon, Sifcra the captain of Jabin's hoft, 
&c/' For by Barak's afcending inount Tabor^ 

' ^ Judges. iv« 6— 7« 

he 
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he drew out Sifcra and his hoft. Thus will 
it alfo be with Gog. ver. 4 — 13. ** And I 
ivill turn thee back, and put hooks into thy 
jawsi and I vviU bring thee fortht and all 
thine army, horfes and horfcmen, all of them 
clothed (in) gorgeous apparel, (even) a great 
company (with) bucklers and ihields» all of 
them handling fvvqrds : Perfia, Ethiopia, and 
Lybia with them ; all of them (with) fhields 
and helmets : Corner, and all his bands ; the 
houfe of Togarmah (from) the north quar- 
ters, and all his bands ; (even) many people * 
with thee." Thus the Prophet enumerates 
the different nations, that are to come with 
Gog ; the three fprmcrof whicH, arckndwn. 
to us ; and Gomer denotes the ancient celts; 
the ** Cimmerians'f, a very old and celebrat- 
ed people, who inhabited the peninfula of 
Crim Tartary/* Michaelis's note on this 
place. Togarmah, fome think denotes Cap^ 
padpcia; and which in a manner lies due 

♦ Hcb. Peoplei; 

t The people called C/«w^/j/, according to Here* 
idotus, (Libt 4.) who originally inhabited the greeted part of 
the oprthern traft of the lefler Afia, 

north 
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north of Judea*. Though MichWh's thinks 
it denotes Armenla-f-. 

The Prophet goes on to defire him to pre- 
pare for the war, ** Prepare even prepare 
thyfelf, thou and all thy company :|; that 
arc aflembled unto thee; and be thou a guard 
unto them. After many days thou flialt be 
vifited ; in the latter years thou {halt come 
into the land brought back from the fword, 
(and) gathered out of many people, unto the 
mountains of llrael which have been conti* 
nualiy defoiate ; *' Abarbanal obferves that^^ 
0^31. D^avomai^o does aQt denote the Jews, 
a^ gathered from among the different nati- 
ons ; but properly fignifies an ajjemhlage oj 
many people : and denotes a colleSlion of the 
different Chriftian nations, that will then be 
in pofTeffion of the holy land ; having lately 
difpOiTefred the Mahometans of it : and in 
this manner it was continually defotate i as 
being firfl laid wafte by the Romans ; after- 
wards taken by the Saracens ; then by the 
Chriftians : afterwards by the Turks ; and 
now again by the Chriftians, as mentioned 

* Geogr. O. Teft. p. 1^4. 

t Spic. gCQgr. pnge 76. . * 

J Hck Thy affembly : or, Cjngregation. 

in 
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in the latter member cJf the verfc; **but it is 
taken out from the people ; and they dwell 
fecurely all of thdiu" That is, the Chrifti- 
ans who have taken it from the Mahome- 
tans : and thus for the time they fhall have 
poffeffion of it, they will dwell iafcly. And 
it is againft thefe that Gog will coipe up: and 
thus will Chridians^ Mahometans, and Pa« 
gans, all be brought together to one fpot, as 
above mentioned. And therefore the Pro- 
phet proceeds, ** And thou ihalt go up, as a 
ftorm Cometh, thou fhalt be as a cloud to 
cover the land ; thou and all thy bands, and 
many people * with thee. Thus faith the 
Lord God: It (hall come to pafs at the fame 
time-f* (that) things (hallarifein thine heart, 
and thou fhalt think an evil thought ; and 
(halt fay, I will go up to the land of unwall- 
cd villages : I will go to them that are at 
reft, that dwell fafely ; all of thcili dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor 
gates : To take a fpoil and to divide a prey ; 
to turn mine hand again ft the defolate places 
that are become inhabited, and againft a pcov 

* Hcb. Peoples. 
f Rcb. In that dajr^ 

pk 
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plc g^iditicFed ^ oat of the nationt, which 

have gotten cattle attd goods» dwelliDg ia 

the middle of the earth. Sheba, and DedM» 

and the merchants of Tarfhiih^ and all the 

villages thereof> ihall fay unto thte» Art thott 

come to take a fpoil ? haft thou aficmbkd 

thy com|Jany to divide a prey ? to carry a- 

wjiy filver and gold^ to take away cattle and 

goods, to divide great fpoil ?'" But this will 

not be ; for they ihall all fall as dung upoi) 

the face of the field* 

The Prophet then proceeds to ihew the 

caufe of God's inflicting this fevere puniih- 
ment on Gog and the nations that (hall come 
with him : which is becaufe th^ had car- 
ried the tea tribes captive^ and ipilt their 
blood as water : therefore in the very place 
that they committed their wickednefs, there 
they are to receive their judgments, v^n 14 
— 16. * • Therefore prophecy, fon of n^n, 
and fay unto Gog^ Thus faith the Lord 
God : In that day, when my people Ifrael 
dwelt fecurety, doft thou not know -f (it) ?" 

That 

* Properly, A collection of diffefettt DationSt Abar* 
banal. 

f The Archbifbop of Aitnagh rcadi IJfn *• ri/e uf,^ 

inilead 
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That is, (as Abarbanal dbfcrvet) in thed^ys 
of Sennacherib, when my people Ifrael d»th 
/ecurcly on the other fide Jordan, and in the 
landof Zebulun and Naphtali, and in Sama* 
ria, &c. doft thou not remember what thou 
did ft unto them ? for, •* Thou didil come 
from thy place, from the north quarters^ 
thou and many people with thee, all of them 
riding upon hories, a great company and a 
mighty hoft. And thou didft come up againit 
ttiy people, as a cloud to cover the land ; 

inftead ofyiT) *' thou kntnaeft^ his reafon for which^ he givet 
in his note, as foUowi.— — '•rife op] Cappellus obiervet thte 
A' read "^/l/ which Houbigant and Dathias greatly prefer* 
The latter critic refers to Jer. v^. a^i** '1^/1 q. rcdb» nt faU 
)or« Cooler Jer. vi. u. ^< Seeker." All this, ij very fine 
to be fure ; and founds pompoufly in the ears of a mere 
Enghfli reader ; or the half taught Hebraifi. But riie-trud 
Qebratft, views fUch falfe criticifm with pity ; and fmiJes at 
the fuperficial tinfel : for unfortunately for thefe profound 
icritickf » all this will not help them : for *1^n without |, 
fK>inted which way they pleafe, as it is in Scripture ; (thongh 
I fuppofe that in their great wifdon9| they have difcard^d the 
points) does not denote to ftir up ; for if pointed thus, H^il 
as in Pfalm cxli. 8. it fignifies to pour out. Aiid if pointed thui 
^i^ it is a noufi fuhftmmin)i\ and denotes a rammr. ^ And if we 
read with Seeker, wr mufi add 1 v£m. And after all, thii 
twifting and wire drawing of the poor printed text, will not 
do : for the proper granunatic form of <* thou (halt rife up^** 

is, ni^jra 

Vofc. IK Rr (there- 
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(therefore) in the latter days it (hall alfb 
come to pafs, that I will bring thee againft 
my land ; that the nations may know me, 
when I ihall be fandlified in thee, O Gog, 
before their eyes. " For when God (hall 
have thas puni(hed him, for what he did a« 
* foretime to Ifrael, then will his name be 
iflndtified. And therefore, the Prophet faya 
immediately after ver, 17. " Thus faith the 
Lord God : (Art) not thou he of whom I 
:^ake in old time by my * fervants the pro^ 
phets of Ifrael, who prophefied in thofe days,^ 
(many) years (paft), that I would bring thee 
(here) becaufe of them ?'* That is, I would 
bring thee here, to take vengeance on thee 
for their fake : for what thou didft unto 
them. The Prophet therefore, in grand, 
fublime, and indignant language, with mag-, 
nificent and terrific imagery ; foretells his 
deftrudtion; ver. 18 — 20. *' And it fhall 
come to pafs in that day, (even) on the day 
when Gog (haU come againft the land of If- 
rael, faith the Lord God, (that) jny fiiry 
fhall rife up in my face* For in my jealou** 
fy, (and) in the fire of my wrath have I 



• Hcb. By the band of. 
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ipoken : furely in that day there Hiall be a 
gredt (haking in thp land of Ifrael : So that 
the fifhes of the &a> fhall fhake at my pre- 
sence, and the fowk of the heavens, and the 
beafts of the field, and every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the ground, and all the 
men that (are) upon the face of the earth : 
and the mountains fhall be thrown down, 
and the fteep places fhall falU &nd every wall 
' ihall fall to the ground." The "great fhak- 
ing" docs not denote an earthquake^ as Arch- 
jbifhop Newcombe (after Houbigant) has 
crroneoufly thought; (See his note on this 
place) but under this figure, the Prophet has 
ihewn the dreadful flaughter of the nati- 
ons, who are compared to " the fifhes of 
the fea,'* &c, . And " the fall of the moun- 
tains," &c. denotes the fall of their kings, 
princes, and great men : the fame as the hea- 
vens $cc» denote thrones and dignities i (as 
fhewn Vol. Ifl. p. 21 5, &c.) and therefore, 
the Prophet immediately explains the figure : 
ver. 21. *^ And I will call for a fword a- 
^inft him throughout all my mountains^ 
ifaith the Lord God : every man's fword 
fliall be againfl his brother/' * That is, the 

R r 2 Qirifli^ 
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Chriftians againft the Mahometans i fot z$ 
the former are defccndcd from Edom« attci 
the latter from lihmael ; thcy^ * according to 
Scripture language, arc brethren i 

The Prophet then proceeds to ihew that^ 
God will not only take vengeance on them 
by the fword ; but alfd by the .peftilcnce^ 
lire, &c. and'by which, he will be magnified 
in the fight of the nations i ver. 22- — ^3. 
** And I will plead againfthim with peftr-* 
lence and with blood * and (with) an over- 
flowing fhower, and great hail ftones j (and) 
fire and brimftone will 1 rain upon him, and 
upon his bands^ and upon the many peopk^ 
that (are) with him. Thus willl maga^ 
inyfelf, and fandify myiclf, and -^I willbe 
known in the fight of many nations ; ftfid 
they fliall know that I am the Lord." For 
when God fliall take vengeance on the nati* 
cm, for what they did to his people ; they 
-will ftand in awe of him 1 his particular pro- 
vidence will then be acknowledged ; and^hd 
\vill be magnified, as a jufi: judge. 

The Prophet goes on to exemplify nr^fe 
at large, the figurative language* that he had 

• Heb, PcQplei* 

made 
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made ufc of above: chap, xxxix. i— !-^7. 
** Therefore, thou fon of man, prophecy" a* 
gainft Gog, and fay. Thus faith the Lord 
Cod ; Behold, I (am) againft thcc, O Gog^ 
prince of Rhos Mefhech and Tubal ; And 
I will tarn .thee back, and will ftrike thcc 
^ith iix (plagues^ )^ whesi I cauic thee to 
urome up irom the north quarteriB, and bring 
thee upon the mountains of Ifrael* And I 
Hurill fmite thy bow out of thy left hand, znd 
will cauie thine arrows to fall out of thy rigKt 
hand. Thou (halt fall upon the mountains 
bf I(fael, thou and ^all thy bands» and the 
|>eoplethat (arc) with thee; to the birds of 
«very fort *f*, and (to) the beads of the, fields 
hzwcl given thee to be devoured. Thou 
<lhalt fall upofiK the face of the field : for I hsLvt 
fpoken (it), feith the Lord Gx)d. And I 
will fend a fire on Magog, and on them that 
dwell fecurely intheifks: and they ihall 

* This^it^acGorduig to iCioichl^i falher, and Abar* 
banat : ai the Prophet fays, with peftiltntt^ and with hlood^ and 
Mrith an pveV'-Jlcnuing jhwotry and gnat hml Jionut fire txA 
^ttkt^hne c,whkhfare x\^,fx,phiguts chat hell to i>e fnittcipi 
with. Bpt Jarchj, thinks,^ it denotes to dectiye* And jfCim* 
chi explajni it thui, lyaill Uave.afixtb (part) of thee* 
f Hcb. Wing. 

know 
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know that I am the Lord. So wHl I iDak^ 
mine holy name known in the midft of my 
people Ifracl : neither will I (fufFer) mine 
holy name to be profaned any more : and the 
nations fhall know that I (am) the Lord» 
the Holy One in Ifrael." For then the na-^ 
tions will not be able to fay, that the Jews , 
were in captivity for cracifying the lord and 
favloiir of the world ; (as above mentioned 
p. 2^3.) but that, God is the Holy One iix 
Ifrael. 

And> as this prophecy wai not to be ac^p. 
complifhed till an exceedingly diftant time ; 
at the end o^ the captivity ; in the latter 
days 5 the Prophist therefore aflures us, that 
we may depend on its a{:compliiI)misnt : for^ 
ver« 8th» Behold, it ia conie, and it is done^ 
faith the Lord Qod; (hi§ (is) t)ie day 
vhereof I have fpoken. 

The Prophet then pro«:ecds to defcribp 
the burning of the arms of the enemies of 
Ifrael ; and which will be fo numerous, th^t 
they will have no occafion to take any woo^ 
from the field for feven years: ver. 9^—10. 
*' And they that dwell in the cities of Ifracl 
QizW go forth, and they (hall fct on fire an4 

bum 
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burn the armour, the fliields, an4 the buck- 
lers, the bows, and the arrows, and the- 
hand-ftaves, and the fpcars ; and they (hall 
burn them (for) fire feven years : So that they 
fhall take no wood from the field, neither cut 
down (any) from the forefts : for they fliall 
burn the armour for fire : and they ihall 
fpoil diofe that fpoiled them, and fliall plun-» 
der thofc that plundered them, faith the 
Lord God/' 

The Prophet then informs us, t3iat in or-^ 
der to cleanfe the land, that the air might 
not be corrupted or putrified, by the nume- 
rous flain ; God hath promifed to give Gqg 
there a place of burial ; ver^ 1 1 th. *' An4 
it ihall come topafs, in that day, (that) I 
will give unto Gog a place of burial there ia 
Ifrael, the valley through which they pais to 
the eaft of the fea : and it fliall flop (the nof- 
trils of) the paflengers : and there they fhall 
bury Gog, and all his multitude: and they 
fhall call (it) The valley of the multitude 
ofGog." 

He then goes on to inform us, that th? 
number will be fo great, that all the people 
of the land will be engaged feven months in 
burying of them : ver- i?— 13* *' And fe* 

ven 
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ven months (hall the heufe of Ifrael be ba-* 
rying them, that they may clcanfe the land. 
Yea, all the people of the land (hall bury 
(them); and it (hall be a renown to them 
(in) the day that I ihall be glorified, faith 
the Lord God/* 

He farther informs us, that they will be 
fo diligent in cleanfing- th^ land, that even 
after the feven months, they will make ftridt 
fearch after the carcafcs that yet remain un-r. 

buried : vcr. 14 15, *♦ And they (hall fct 

apart men of continual employmeiit, paiiing 
through the land to bury With the |ya£4mger$- 
tho(e that remain upon the face -of the eapth 
to cleanfe it ; after tlic end of &y4n ttiot^^ 
(hall they fearch. And the pa(?enger9 (that) 
pafs through the land, when (any) (ecth a 
man's bone, then (hall he fct * up a n&a^k by 
it, till the buriers bury it ih the valley of th0 
multitude of Gog. Al(b the name of the d^ 
ty (hall be multitupe. Thus (hall they 
cleanfe the land. 

The Prophet then, in bold figurative lan- 
guage, goes on to (helv that, there will alfp 
be another event that will greatly contribdtd 

to 
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to the clcanfing of the land, by a general in- 
yitation given to the birds, and beafts of 
prey, to the facrificc on the holy mountains 
of Ifrael: ver. i7-«-20- '' And thou, foil 
of man. Thus faith the Lord God: Say 
unto every winged bird, and unto every beaft 
of the field; Affemble yourfelves, and come, 
gather yourfelves from every fide, to my fa- 
crifice which I make* for you, (even) a great 
facrificc upon the mountains of Ifrael : and ' 
ye (hall eat flefli and drink blood. The flejfli 
of the mighty (hall ye eat, and the blood of 
the princes of the earth fhall ye drink ^ of 
rams^ of lambs, and of he-gdats 5 of bulls, all 
of them failings of Baflian. Andyc fhall eat 
fat till ye be foil, and ye fhall drink blood till 
ye be druufeen, of my facrificc which I have 
made for you. Thus fhall ye be filled at my 
table (with) horfcs and (v^rith their) riders^ 
(with) mighty men and (with) all -f- warri? 
ors, faith the Lord God." 

And here, the honour of God, my veneria- 
tion for his holy word ; and my feeling for 
the honcHir of our nation ; will by no means 
permit me to omit taking notice of the in • 

• ^eb. Sacrifice* f Heb* Mcfl of war. 

yo|.« IL S 8 ftmous 
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famofta chai;gc brought by that, arch infidel 
Vpltak^, againft the Jews j that they w«f« 4 
n||,tioo of cmnibah ^xv^man^eaters^ 1^1% hfi 
hj\5i , a^ctRd ; nptoncc,.or qurforily, bw in 
t^<;oty plaqe^i in jcil apd in earacft; and 
in prpo^ Qf ^^^^9]^, he quotes this prophecy of 
£zel(i4f hut wit}| how little truth,, the 
rw^^, wil^ feeilrqni Ims.owjj ^wordf ; aifqU. 
I'O^&f, ** EzeHieJ. projijuifes the. Jews, by.w:»ji; 
oiRcoW^agf'W'^i ^^*t they i^^aJUafr bur 
«¥»P;#eft^;" (Tireatjfe;o£To|Btafi«a), 
V AB^itfeft PKjp^hsi ^zpM*l ^ronjl^ tjiq. 

HW>reYir« .f|pi»,'QR4 tb*^. if ^y: fxf g^ .th«i%r 
fcivss,vi(^ ^Wj^) thfi.%g<)f. Peiifi&i, thflyf.. 

**Ani;?«f :CPW»f?^i a*^J*$: us,of; having; 

thL<5s^,,i^-,E^lfH^iviaiyfc," (^WWi o^l**' 
Rabin Akib). 
. */ 4jVl,it.^*S|.cfift^., tfcjfe, thfi , Jew?) m9^ 

xx^ffftJt« ! <?fe*»f*«»> th#f>if}th^;4e^i«L$h*»» 
felvcs well againft the king of Pcrfia, they 
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ffiill cat not oiily tlie h'orfes bfit be'^SiS <Kc 
horfcmen, and the other riicri of M^kt. ThlS is 
pofitive." (Article Antrdpophagcs, Phirdfo- 
phical Dictionary)* 

Thus, this grave hiftorian arid philofo- 
pher, who is in love with truth, has the 
conftdence to aflert that it is pofitive, that 
Ezckiel invites the Jews to a fe'ift of human 
flcfh. <3ood God! is this poffible? Can 
any man that is a lover of truth, affcrt fuch 
falfity, and fo often ? For it is mahifell to 
dcttiortftration from the w&o/e text httt qubt- 
^, that the invitation is entirely confined' to 
the ravenous aninrals, the birds and Beaftsof 
prey ; and by which bold figure, the Pro- 
phet defcribes the dreadful flaughtbr that is 
then tb talce place. And it is equally clear, 
that no other cyesbut fhbfe of Mr. dcToU 
raitc could fte in this text, that Ezckiel pro* 
'ttiifes to thfc Jews to give tliem'human'flefli 
to cat. Hence it is manifeft wliat little ere- 
dit is^due to thbfc Deifts and infidels, wHtn 
they ftieak of the Jews ; of their laws, and 
their prophets ; and "whicK, perhaps they 
havc^ ii^ver Ycad .' 'If 'they can but calumi- 
nate tlieiii, it matters not what kind of ar- 
^tfmcrft c>r rtaffoniftg they makeiis of; their 

S 8 2 ?*** 
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admirers will greedily fwallow all without 
examination ; if they did not think fo^ they 
would fcarcely argue in the manner they do. 
As an inflance of which^ I fliall jud take no- 
tide of what this philofopher has advanced 
as another proof of this charge^ 

" Even Mofes threatens the Jews that 
they (hall eat their children, if they tranfgrcfs 
th? law.*' (Additions). 

^* They are not commanded ia any place 
to eat human flefh i they are only threaten- 
ed with it I and Mofes tells them that if they 
do net obferve his ceremonies^ the mothers 
ihall eat their children." (Philofophical Dic- 
tionary). 
' • • • 

This proof is certainly very Hrong ; who 
can deny the force of fuch reafoning ? Mo/es 
threatens the Jews that they Jhall eat their 
children. 6cc» Therefore they were man-rau 
ers ! This is a confequence nobly deduced 1 
Other people would naturally hay« drawn a 
quite contrary conclufion : but every phUo* 
fopherhas hi&peculi&rwayof rfafoning; and 
the logick of modera ehlighteaed philofo-- 
phers is very different from that of the vul« 
gar. Again ; The Jews are not cofnmandedin 
4liy place to eat human Jiejl^i they are enfy 

threat^ 
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threatened with it. Now, fince they are 
threatened with it, it is a certain proof that 
this kind of fo6d was not in comnion ufe 
amongft them, neither was it very agreeable 
to them. If a cannibal was threatened with 
being compelled to eat human flefli, hfe 
^vould fmile at fuch puniihment. People 
can only be threatened with the eating of 
fuch food as they naufeate and deteft. Thus 
it is manifeft thj^t his very expreflions contra* 
did his arguments^ 

It is alfo ibmewhat curious to fee how 
thefe modem philofophers can reconcile con* 
traditions i for as they are threatened by 
Mofes with being obliged to eat human flefh, 
{o they arc promifed it, as aA indulgence by 
JSzekieL But how one and the fame thing 
can ferve both for a threat and an indulgence f 
is really above my comprehenfion ; I muft 
therefore leave it to be reconciled by thefe en- 
lightened philofophers 5 who with a facility 
peculiar to themfelves, can eisifily prove that 
right is wrong ; and truth falfehood. 

To return ': The Prophet having foretold 
the great and dreadful flaughter that is to 
take place for the punifliment of the nati* 
pns ; (hews us, that we (hould not think, 

that 
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that by the deflra^on of the nations^ the 
glory of God will be diminished ; as, " in 
the multitude of' the people (is) the king's 
honour*:*' No. On the contrary, bis glo- 
ry will be then more exalted : ven 21— 24. 
•^And I will fet my glory among the nations ; 
and all the nations ihallfee my judgiinent 
which I have executed, ftnd mine hand 
which I have laid upo|i them. So the houic 
of Ifrael fhall know that I (atii) the LoftD 
their God, from that day and forward. And 
the mations (hall know that the hoiife .of If- 
rael for their iniquity were carried into cap- 
tivity : because they trefpaifed againft me^ 
therefore hid I my fac^e from them, and gave 
them into the hand of their enemies ; and afl 
of them fell by the fword* According to 
their defilement, andaccording^to'thtir tranf*- 
greffion, I did unto thcmi and hid my face 
from them/* The Prophet thus ftiews how 
the glory of God will theo be eftablifhed a« 
motig all the nations^ that Ifrael will no 
more return to fin ; and that all the nations 
will be brought to the knowledge of the true 
word of God; becaufe they will then be 

• Pi'ov. XIV. 25* 

fully 
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f ally con viiiccd, that the nation wai punifhcd 
by God for the tranfgrcflion of his law ; and 
not for crucifying the fon of God, as Chrif- 
tifins aflcrt 3 aijd by which, hi$ holy name 
hath been pro^ned ; as above (hewn, page 
278- 

The Prophet then proceeds to flicw that, 
after God ihdl thuii haye taken vengeance on 
theeneooiejB of the nation; and thereby vin^ 
dic^jted his h^y nanie; he will reilare them 
to their OWE land ;: ver^ i^^^zg. " There* 
fore thmJCailh the LoRt> God: Now will 
rbfing ag»a the captivity of Jacob, and 
have mercy upon the whole houfe of Ifracl, 
and . he jeajcmsi . for mine hjoly name: And 
they ihall forget their ireproach, and alt their 
trtgfpj|flfe& wtereby they trefpaflbd againft me : 
wji^m tht^fdiialldweU.fecurely in their land, 
andnQnc.£h^llmttke.(them) afraid ;- When! 
buittg. them back from the people*, and ga- 
ther them from the lands of their enemies, 
andaoiiiAfi^^ed through thetio in the fight 
olaiaoyiina^fifts* Apd they (hall knaw that I 
(am) the Lord their God,, in that I caufed; 
tbwDiQrhecGitrried^ captive axiaong the nati- 

• Heb. Pcoplea. 
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ons, and (afterwards) collcdled them into 
their own land, and none of them will I leave 
there any more i Neither will I hide my face 
any more from the^m, when 1 have poured 
eut my fpirit upon the houfe of Jfrael^ faith 
the Lord God.*' 

From the explanation here given of this 
prophecy, the following fundjimental prin-* 
ciples are deduciblc. Firft, the vengeance 
which God will take on all tho(e nations, 
that have perfccutcd Ifrael : of which num-^ 
her is Gog, &c. And which agrees with the 
Jirji principle contained in the prophecies of 
Ifaiah. 

Second, the falvation, and entire fedemp^ 
tioo of the nation : as is faid, (ver. 25.) 
^* Now I will bring again the captivity of 
Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole houfe 
of Ifrael,— —*And none of them will I leave 
there any more/' And which agrees with 
the third principle of Ifaiah. 

Third, that Ifrael fhall not return to capti- 
vity any more : and whicl^ agrees with the 
eleventh principle of Ifaiah. 

Fourth, the nations vvill all then acknow- 
ledge the true Uiiity qf God, and ferve him 
in tryth : as is faid, (ver, 21.) And I will 
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fet my glory among the nations ; — *^ and 
all the nations (hall know^ &;c. And 
which agrees with the tiveiftb principk of 
Ifaiah. . . 

Fifth, the return of the divine prefcnce^ 
and the fpirit of prophecy : (as is iaid, ver« 
29.) ** When I have poured out my fpirit 
upon the houfe of Iffael :" and which agrees 
with the eighth principle of Ifaiah. 

But were thefc great and important pro- 
mifes fulfilled at their return from Babylon ? 
Certainly not. For then, no filch Vengeance 
was inflided on their enemies : the whole 
houfe of Ifrael was not coUedted, and brought 
to tlieir own land ;. fo that not one of them 
remained behind : the nations did not come 
to the knowUdge of the true Unity of God : 
neither was the divine preiencc, or fpirit of 
prophecy reftored to the fccond temple^ 
And, it is well known, that they wpre again 
carried captive, into this long and dreadful 
captivity. From all which, it is manifeft^ 
that thefe pron)iies were not then fi)li)lled. 
And, it is equally clear from the afore^id Of* 
gumcnts, that they never were fiilfilled by^ 
or in the perfbn of Jefus ; And it would only 
be wailing of time to no purpofe^ td H^ew 
V91.. n. T t lUt^ 






3|i mSSBRTATIONS 

that, dn^i eaa not m anjr onanar bft applied 
t»die^^ualizuig ikhcmeof^e Chsilti- 
was : th<y oiniecpientijiy ranaain ta be fulfilled 
at the reftoration of the nation, by the handi 
(^ tfactnic Mcffiafaj whom. God in hh gnat 
Marcjt, may be plea&d to fend fpeedtly> to re« 
4foim bis chofen people. Amen. 



£nd op Ve&. lid. 
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